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SWEETEST SONG.
JTHOR OF WKATHLEEN MA-
' A MUSICAL PRODIGY. .

b ard ox the Rill;
A B ST

- and *“The Swiss Song of Meeting”’ for
the celebrated - Mme. Malibran. Thers,
too, he formed an acquaintance with
John Howard Payme, and when that
equally unfortunate genius produced his
opera, “‘Clari, the Maid of Milan,’’ the
orchestra was directed by Crouch. In
this opera ‘‘Home, Sweet -Home, '’ was
sung for the first time on any stage.

It was Mrs. Crawford’s pen—for the
words are hers—-that gave to the musi-
‘oian the inspiration of his best song:
K.lt.hl‘o:a lhvomen. awake from thy slum-

s
b h-“bl:: mountains glow in the sun’s golden
Ab, wl:nut.ho spell that once hung on my

! What! Slomb

yours, and 1§ may be forever.
: silens, thouw voioe of my

of ““Eathleen Mavourneen®
other ballads. His life was
romanoe from the first chap-

swriter has said: ‘‘There is
that thrills like Irish elo-
there is 1o postry that touches

Arise in thy besuty, thou star of my night!

He had seen the little poem in a British
magazine, or the anthoreas sent it to him
{(Crouch himself was doubtful), and he
was impressed with the rhythmioc beanty
of the lines ard the tender pathos of the
theme. They kept jingling in his brain,
and oné day, while riding about the
grounds of the Duke of Bedford’scastle,
at Engley, near the banks of the beauti-
ful stream Tamar; in Devonshire, he
evolved the melody that was destined tc
be sang by countless generations and in_
almost every tongue.

‘When he returned to bis lodgings, he
completed the song. This was in 1835
It was first gung by himsel? at a little
concert in-Plymouph, and later he pre-
sented the score and copyright to Mrs.
Peter Roen, the wife of a musioc dealer
in that English town, of whom he was
very fond. The house of Roen faildl,
and their effects passed into the posses-
gion of D’Almaine & Co. of London,
who issued numerons editions of the
melody. With this were connected ‘‘Der-
mot Astore,”’ ‘‘Their Marriage” and
““Death of Dermot,”’ the gquartet form-
ing a history of Irish love and romance.

An unfortunate marriage drove him
to the United States. In Portland, Me.,

which hé frequently revisited, being
there last on his eighty-seventh birth-
day, he tanght music from 1849 to 1856.
; Personglly he was stalwart agd broad
shouldered, abont 5 feet 7 inches in
height, with wondrous black eyes that

wit; there is no mmélody sc

plaintive as frish melodies,”

{ - P, Nicholls Crouch, F. R.

‘was his habitnal autegraph),

a8 born fn Warren “street, Fitzroy

#quare, Marylobone; parish of St Pan-
cras, London, on July 81, 1808.

At 31 he was violonoellist before Ros-

ini, and o little later he was at Drury

. Liave, in London, famous and accom-

piisked. There be wrote his first songs,

drooping mustache, was until a few
gears ago coal black'in color and of silky
texture. He did not look to be over 60
years of age and was an embodimens of
physical vigor till near the end. In his
youth and middle age he must have beer
a singuiarly bandsome man. The menc
ory of bim is that of 8 musical prodig:
for his compositions fill nine volumes
ALBERT P. SOUTHWICK.
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MILLINERY OPENING!

GRAND DISPLAY OF

Fall and Winter Millinery
THE BOUQUET.

The ladies and public generally are most cordially
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Trimmed and ~Untrimmed Hats, Togues and
ets, f

will algo be exhibited a dassling display of

Iatest freaks of fashion in Flowers, Feathers,

lsbons ete,, as well as the most uanique and superb

Militnery Noveities,

The above ars direct importations from Paris,
London and New Y i ;
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The Legialative Sesslon.

The session of the Legislature just
closed at Fredericton was of about
average length, and characterised by a
promptness and efficiency in the con-
duct of its business which have demon-
strated the capability, tact acd industry
of the acting leader of the House,
hon. Provincial Secretary Tweedie, as
well as the good understanding exist-
ing between him and all the other
members of the Government, and the
representatives supporting them.

One of the features of the session
was the presence nearly every. day of
hon. Attorney General Mitchell who,
although prevented by a serious and
 painfal affection of the throat from
taking an active part in the proceedings,
has been exceedingly gratified over the
loyalty with which his premiership has
been supported and the hopeful solici-
tude manifested for its continuance.
Not only has this feeling been mani-
fested by every one of the thirty-six
members who, whether they are in the
Government or not, are proud to
acknowledge bhis leadership, but of
bundreds of other leading men of the
Province, who have been in Frederic-
ton during the session to manifest their
allegiance and confideuce, because they
have, for years, been drawn towards
him by his genial, unaffected personal-
ity, unassailable integrity and _con-
fidence-inviting qualities, based on his
well-known nataral aptitude for public
affairs, his valuable experiences therein,
and the fact that he was long the
trusted lieutenant of ex-premier Blair
—who was, perhaps, the ablest leader
the government of the Province has
over had.

It might have been reasonably ex-
pected that after the Government had
been, in 80 many general and bye-
elections, sustained by the people, and,
also, in view of the fact that the
premiership had naturally fallen to
Mr, Mitchell when Mr. Blair was
called to the Dominion Cabinet, the
opposition press and the nine gentle-
men composing the opposition in the
Legislature, would have been disposed
to treat Mr. Mitohell and his Govern-
ment fairly. Instead of that, however,
they seemed to think they were justi-
fied in resorting to methods and a
policy which only politicians of their
class deem justifiable. They appear to
have been incapable of profiting by the
lessons which their former failures
along the lines of underbred personal
warfare ought to have taught them.
They prophesied that Premier Mitchell
would die before the House met. They
were not ocontented with representing
Mesars. Tweedie and Emmerson as
already fighting over the thus vacated
premiership but proclaimed that the
convening, as accustomed, of the cabi-
net to prepare for the work of . the
session and consider the opening speech,
was an emergent meeting to settle, if
[ posSsIblS, quatrels  DEtwesh s,
Tweedie and Emmerson. m

‘When the House met and premier
Mitchell’s active duties as leader were
known to have been entrusted to Pro-
vincial Secretary Tweedie, as senior
member of the Government, the lead-
ing organs of the opposition—the St.
John Sun and Globe—made a most

indecent apd determined attempt to
write Mr.q;;a.n!ﬁ"'(hwn, resorting to
the grossest ;nisrapresent.a!ion in doing
82, Nota:ly so,but they also attackesi
Chief Cowmissioner Erumerson with
scarcely less vindictiveness, simply
hecause he ably aided Mr. Tweedie
.whenever necessary, and in that way
demonstrated the falsehood of all their
statements respecting internal Govern-
ment dissenions.

The people of the Province wil] not
forget the indecent personal attacks of
such membets of the opposition as
Messrs. Pitts and Pinder upon Mr.
Emmerson id the House, early in the
session, supported by the equally un-
justifiable reflectivns ppon Mr. Tweedie
by Dr. Stockton, the opposition leader.
The friends of Mr. Tweedie will, how-
ever, for a long time, remember with
increasing confidence in his good judg-
ment and admiration of his fighting
qualities, the effective manner in which
he settled and ended not only the
vulgarisms of Messrs. Pitts and Pinder, |
but the more subtle thrusts under the
belt by Dr. Stockton, who will probably
never, hereafter, enjoy the Ohristmas
season as well as he formetly did, be-
cause of its association with an allegori-
cal picture, word-painted by Mr.
Tweedije and connected with a certain
“pie.”

Being obliged to abandon the tactics
of personalities with which they
inaugurated their sessional campaign,
the Government’s opponents sought to
create the impressjon that greac wrong-
doing was concealed in the transactions
of the Board of Works, and after they
had committed themselves fully to an
appatently sincere wish to have the
sittings of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee open to the press and to have
formal investigations of alleged corrupt
expenditures on the Cocagne, Didge-
guash, Young's and other bridges, the
Governmeut, by amending the rules and
voting them & free hand in the matter
of witnesses, papers, etc., conceded all
they asked. It turned ont, however,
just as was expected. They were not
sincere, They did not want to investi-
gate, but were compelled to do so by
the Government majority. Every wit-
ness they wanted was brought to Fred-
ericton at the public expense, and the
result was that they not ouly failed to
establish any wrong-doing, but Chief
Commissioner Emmerson was proved to
have exercised the greatest vigilance in
the public interest in reference to all
the matters touched upon, and it was
shown that full valye was received by
the Province for every dollar expended.
Whea the opposition wanted to run

i away from a number of their charges,

3

Provincial Secrefary Tweedie mude
them understand that the House would
be kept in session for any length of
time they might ask, if they would
only name their witnesses and go on
with 1nvestigation, but their whole plan
of campaign bad collapsed and their
leading men admitted it.

At the end of the session, therefore,
the Government stood stronger than
ever. All the prophecies of weakness,
the misrepresentations of the conduct of
its individual members, and the hopes
that the leadership would be in hands
unfit to gnide, were disproved and dis-
appointed, and the opposition went
home conscious of greater defeat than
they ever before experienced. ?

Northumberland has reason to com-
gratulate itself on the . position its
represeutatives occupy in the legisla-
ture. One is the trusted acting leader
and another the presiding officer, while,
as a whole, its representation com-
mands an influence not exercised by
that of any other coonstituency and,
whatever changes may take place they
may, we think, be trusted to sustain
the position they have fairly won as the
strongest and most effective men ever
sent by the County to Fredericton.

The “Oanada Eastern” Question.

We devote agood deal of space this
week to a report of the public meeting
held in Fredericton last Thursday evening
to consider the mtere~ts of the people
living along the Canada Wastern Railway,
in connection with negotiativns known to
have been entered upon by beth the
Canadian Pavific Railway Company and’
the Dominion Government, with the
object of acquiring that road. -

The call for the gatheriug emanated
from the Fredericton Board of Trade,
which, at a meeting held & week or morp
before, paesed certain resolutions on the
subject, -affirming, unanimotialy, the
decided preference of that body for
Government ownership of the Canada
Eastern. :

It was thought desirable that ' the
people of the Miramichi and Neshwask—
whose interests would bs, equally with
those of the people of Fredericton,
affected by the proposed change of rail-
way ownership—should be heard on the
subjeot, and the general public meeting of
last Thursday night was announced
through the press and held under the
auspices of the Fredericton Board of
Trade for the purpose of eliciting the
views and giving expression to the senti-
ments of the people affected. It was con-
dicted under the fairest conditions for
all ioterests and was practically unani-
mous in favor of the Dominion Guvern-
ment acquiring the railway, in the event
of Mr. Gibson and his associates offericg
1t for sale. ]

An attempt. was made at the meeting,
however, by the only opponent of the
wranefer to Government present, to lay
a ground-work for the statement that
some of the speakers had ridiculed the
Chatham Board of Trade. The object ,of
this was, of course, to incite a feeling of
distrust and a desive for reprisal on the
part of Chatham b men inst

pr-sent was aware that the meeting had
been called on account of the rumored
ohange in the ownership of the Canada
Eastern-Railway, and that because of the
great iportauce of that change to the
section of the cou: try through which the
railnay ran, representatives from all that
part-of the country had been invited to be
present. He was glad to see such num-
bers of tkem there and would be pleased
to hear them express their opinions on the
matter to be brought up for discussion.
SHERIFF STERLING
said that being very closely interested in
the ohject for which the meeting was
cslled he had thought it advisable that
some resolution be put forward embody-
ing what was believed to be the views of
the geutlemen assembled, and with that
end in view he had prepared a resolution,
which he proceeded to read, as follows ;—
Whereas it is generally believed that pre-
liminary negotiations are under consider-
ation for the purchase of the Canada East-
ern Railway, and as this railway has, since
its construction, proved a valuable factor in
the developmént of the large lumbering,
agricaltural, fishing and commercial indus-
tries.of this province and especially of that
section of the province through which the
road runs, and also of the commercial and
manufacturing interests of the Towns of
Chatham, Newcastle, Nelson, Blackville,
Doaktown, Boiestown, Stanley, Marysville,
and the city of Fredericton, making the
latter a competitive point for transportation
from’ and to all points in Canada;
Therefore resolved, that in the opinion of
. this meeting, posed of the repr
tives from the above named places, the pur-
chase of the Canada Eastern Railway by the
Dotiinion Government, thereby making it a
of the Intercolonial Railway system of
anada would be:: maintain at;d t}:x‘omc:;te
the pi an vancement o e agri-
m lumbering,

cultm = manufacturing and

other i tries of this of the pro-
vince, already materially developed and
fodtered by this railway.

Further resolved, that this meeting for
the reasons stated, strongly urge upon the
Dominion Government the necessity of pur-
chasing the Canada Eastern Railway. .

This resolution was seconded by Mr.
Wm. Richards of Chatham and Boiestown.

In speaking tothe resolution Sher:ff
Steling disavowed any fecl:ng of hostility
to any other railway or company, and
said the question should be approached
and considered solely in the interest of
the commaunities served by the Canada
Emtern. The industries affected by the
road are many, and thegrowth of busi-
ness along its course has been moat
satisfactory. Now, i appeared, the
management was likely to change hands,
and it would fall into the hands of either
of two parties, the Dominion Government
or the Canadian Pacific Railway. With-
out wishing to say one word in disparage-
ment of the C. P. R., it would be agreed
that it was not desirable $o have the
control of the road in the hands of such
a great corporation, governed by fixed
rules, and with which the wishes of the
peopla of Fredericton or of any place
along the line would have but litile
effect. On the other hand governments
did not like- to have fault found with
their management, and they being de
pendent upon the people would carefully
regsrd their wishes, and if the road should
fall into their hands there was every
reason to think that the same liberal
managemens would prevail us has in the
past.

.. GEORGE F. GREGORY E&Q. Q. C.
suggested that the last paragraph of the
resolution be amended, and with the
consent of the mover and seconder it was

those of Fredericton. Thisattempt seem-
ed to be aimed at Mr. Gregory, against
whom it was harmlees, for that gentle-
man, as well as all the other speakers,

said nothing thai the miost morbid mind |
Gould construe ws oiaer ghan courteous

and considerate tcwards all interests.
The party referred to also published a
letter againat Mr. Gregory in the Gleaner
of the day following the meeting and, in
other ways, proved that the political
malice which had led him to iasinvate in
Chatham, orly a faw days before that if
the goverument acquired the Canada
Eustern a certain Dominion Minister
would steal a part of the purchase money,
had not given place to feelingsbetter calcul-
ated to serve the important interests invol-
ved. It was hoped.ihat the tone and tem-
per of the Fredetic:on mee iug would have
e: g-ndered a fairpess of discussion in the
quarier referred to, caloulated to lead to
s better understanding in Chatham of a
subject of such great importance to the
people from the mouth of the Miramichi
to that of the Nashwaak, as well as of the
whele city of Fredericton, but it is amply
demonstrated by the malicious misrepre-
eentations of the meeting aud th.se who
participated in it, published in Obatham
lasy Saturday, that such hope may not
be entertained, if it is possible for the
leader of the Chatham Board of Trade in
the matter thwart it. That our Board
of Trade permitted itself to be led by an
influence #o wmnister, and to be looked
upolp a8 in sympathy with the insalt
offered almost under its auspices and in
the name of both Liberals and Conserva-
tives to the Minister of -Railways, is
regrettable, and when the exponent of
such tactics is placed in a position which
justities him io addressing meetings
abroad as the officer and spokesman of the
Chatham Board of Trade, can it be won-
dered at that a further liberty was
taken at the expense of truth
op @aturday last to makp the mem:
bers of that bedy believe that such a
defender was necessary to them in Fred-
ericton or elsenhere ? It happened that
a genileman of the Miramichi, whose at

titade in almosy all ppblic matters is
approved by normal-minded people, was
chosen to move the Miramichi-Nashwaak
resolution which  ‘Teceived unani-
mous endorsation at Fredericton. This
was sufficient to incite the usual sparl
from the quaiter referred to, which was
aimed at Mr. Gregory in Fredericton, but
turned with even increased venom in
another envied guarter in Qhatham, It
remains to be seen how long the Chatham
Board of Trude will be represented as
needing championship from such a
quarter.

Rallway Meoting at Fredericten,

Qo Thursday evening last a publie
meeting was held at Fredericton to dis-
cuss the proposed ssle of the Canada
Eastern Railwsy to either the Dominion
Government or the Oanadian Pagific
Railway.

The meeting was very largely attended
by gentlemen from Chatham, New-
castle, Derby, Doaktown, Boiestown,
Stan]ey and other places along the line of
tbe Canads Eastepn, by members of the
Fredericton Board of Trade and many
other representative ocitizens. In fact
such a large number of people were in af-
tendance, that the City Oouncil Chamber,
where it was originally infended to hold
the meeting, was found to be too suall
entirely to contaip them, and the Oity
Hail proper had to be used.

On motion of Jas. 8, Neill, A. H. F,
Randolph, vice-president of the Board of
'_l‘ude_, took phe chair, and J. W.
McCready was made secretary.

ded to read as follows :

Further resolved; that this meeting for
the reasons stated, strongly urge upon the
Dominion Government the advisihility of
purchasing the Canada Exstern Railway,
in case this road should be offered for
“3ale_by the gresent owners,

He said that as the resolution stood it
might be inferred that there was sowe-
thing in the present management to be
delivered from. He, as an officer of the
road, did not know that there was any-
thing in its rumored sale, though there
might be something he had not heard of ;
at any rate it was not desirable that any
impression should be oreated that the
present owners were hawking the road
for sale, or knocking at anyone’s doors to
buy it. He thought they would sell if
they got s good ofter. He did not think
there could be two opinions as to whose
hands we had better fa] in, the Dominion
Goverument or the 0. P. R. Mr. Sterl-
ing had been very prudent in his obser-
vations in respect to the management of
the C. P. R. He had nothing personally
to. say against them, but we all have ears,
and we know that the citizens at large
have no little dread of falling into the
hsndsof the O. P. R.  He thought that
in view of what Frederioton had done for
the O. P. R. in building the branch road
the citizens have not been fairly treated ;
this seasun the accommodation had been
slightly better. He ocould see no reason
why . the paslenger rates from heye to
Boston, Bangor and other places should
be higher than from St. John to the same
places, except that the C. P. R. has but
one object in view and that was to make
money for its stockholders, and as Mr.
Sterling had said, ane Jocality would
have very little to say abovt $he manage-
ment. He said he would not be quite as
mealy-mouthed as Mr. Sterling had been,
snd would say plainly that it is not in the
interests of the people of Fredericton that
they fall into the hands of the C. P. R.,
but that they had better fall into the
hands of the Dominion Government irre.
spective of what party might be in power.
The Oanada Eistern is a paying road
and st a price of say $10,000 per mile, it
would be a gaod ipvestment for the Gov-
ertiment, allowing that they had to pay
S?F‘;;r cept. interest on the purchase
money, which is the rate they are payirg
now-on money they are borrowing every
day, and that the people should lose no

fesgure of this transaction. He said he
had noticed by press reports that there
was some agitation in Chatham that the
C: P. R. get control of the road and sup
pused they had taken that view of it be-
cause they wished to ocontinue to have
two competitive roads as at present.
They now have the Canada Eastern apd
the Intergolonial, and if ¢he O, P. R.
took over the Canada Eastern they would
still have competitors, instead of having
both roads owned by the Government.

Mr. D. G. Smith: They have but one
road, as the juncjion with the I. 0. RB. is
nine miles from Chatham.

Mr. Qregory, continuing, said he
thought Chatham’s interests about like
the interests of Fredericton; they are
now ont apd had better not fall into the
handg of the C. P. R., and he hoped the
meeting would be unanimous in urging
the Governmont to buy the road if it was
for sale,

MR. JOHN MORRISEY.
of Newoastle said that in his opiniop the
peopie of Ne hould work in harmony
with the people of Fredericton in the inter-
esta of our commnon country. Some people
would look at it from sectional astand-
point; probably Uhatham at the time oppos-
ing those resolutions looked at it in that
lighs ;-since theu he beljeved s majority of
the people were in favor of the purchase of

Mr. Bmdolph said be thought everyone

the Cansda Eastern by the Government,

UNSWICK, MARCH

time in reminding the Government of this -

18, 1897,

He said the financial interests of Newca. tle
are the same as those of Fredericton, and if
the purchase of the Canada Eastern by the
Government is to the interssts of Frederic-
ton should it not be to the interescs of the
little town of Newcastle in which he lived.
That was thg light in which he viewed it,
and late the night before he bad been asked
to come to Fredericton and with his friend;
Donald Morrison, represent the people doing
business at Newcastle. He said they might
have chosen a better man, but they cer-
tainly could not select one who felt a greater
pride in meeting the people of Freder:cton
than he did. The people of the counties
along the St. John river had bad more ex-
perience with the C. P. R than the people
of the North Shére snd should be better
judges of the Company’s methods. =

He would ack Mr. Welch, & business man,
who is admired by all who know him, what
had been his experience? Had he not been
charged $12 by the Canada Eastern aund $30
by the C. P. R. for carrying & scow for an
equal distance on both roads? Were the
peopls of Frederioton or the pevple of Chat-
ham williog to put up with such treatment
as that ? If mo, then hand the road over to
the C. P. R. The people would get fair
play from the Douminion Government. Oa
the other band the C. P. R. was but a griod
ng corporation looking to the interests of
Manitoba aod the West. Oune question
would be raised and that was as to whether
it was advieable for the Government to take
control of these branch roads, He wouid
leave that to the politicians to decide. For
the people the two great questions to settle
were whether the Government or the C. P.R.
should get the road. As far as New-
csstle goes they would vote for the Goverc-
ment to get it, and he hoped that the object
for which the meeting was called would soon
be realized and the Goveroment indaced to
take over the road when a sale is made.

The resolution was then put and carried
unanimously.

i MR. D. G. SMITH

of Chatham rose tv move the sec'nd resclu-
tion and had eaid ouly a few words when
Ald. Limerick said th.t the counec!l chamber
(in which the meeting had so far asrembled)
was 8o crowded and so many were in the
corridor standing that they had opened the
large city hall up stairs, and he requested
that the meeting be contioued there.
When all had been seated ia the big hall,
Mr. Smith resumed the floor, but wss
obliged to take the platform. = He said that
he, with 8 number of other peuple of the
districts lying along the line of the Cana-
da Eastern Reilway, who Rad not the
good fortune to live in Fredericton, had con-
sidered it advisable that a resolation should
be passed by them at this meeting touching
oo this subject. Before reading the reso-
lution, however, he thought it might be
wel] to refer to the action recently taken
by the Chatham Board of Trade, which was
not, in the opinion of any of the many resi-
dents of the Mirami chi and Nashwaak now
present, in Fredericton, iu line with the in-
terests and sentimeats of those imporiant
districts, From personal knowledge he
could mot say what had iadaced the
Chatham Board of Trade to favor the acqui
sition of the Canada Eistern by the C. P.’
R. rather than the Dominion Goverumeat,
because, although a member of the Board
and its Council, he happened to be absent
from Chathum when the matter was aprung
apon the Board for what many conceived
to have been too hasty a decision. He
uoderstood that the meeting was called
quite harriedly, and he belisved that many
at the meeting did not seem to realize that
there were two sides to the question.
From what he had-heard, the resolution was
not-endorse i by the people of Chatham, and
three of the gentlemea whom he had qnes-
tioned on the supject were sorry they had
taken the action they had. He thought that
in jastice to the Board of Trade it was ounly
due co say that there were but seventeen at
the ting, and the question had not been
as thoroughly discossed as it might have been
bad there been & more representative meet-
ing. He said the C. P. R. is a railway that
every Canadian should be groud of, but it
was 80 mansged as to make money for its
stockholders, That was vight from thair
point of view, and what we all would do if
we were so fortunate as to be able to hold
stock in it ; but the question for the people
living slong the line of the Canada Eastern
to consider was whether their interests
would be best served with that road in the
hands of this great and money-making
esrporation, or those of the Dominion
government, who they gould, at leagt reach
and ioflaence ocgasionally, and who would
be desirous of winaning the people’s conti-
dence by fair, considerate, and even paternal:
treatment, When the whole subject was
fairly oonsidered, on its merite and from a
purely business stacdpoint, as it had bgen
by the gentlemep living along the Mirs.
michi and Nashwask with whom he was
uow acting, there could mot, he believed,
be any bat one decision arrived at, and that
decision was embodied in the resolution he
was to move. He said that amongst ttiose
who were present when they had talked the
matter over, and for wham he spoke, were
such mienas John A. Humble, Havelock
Kelly, D. R Moore, H. R. Turaball, Wm,
Whyte apd B. 'MoMinimin of Sisnley;
W. R. McClusky, O. T. Duffy, Justus
Fairley, Jas. 8. Fairly and others of Boaies,
town, Robert §wim, Jas, L, Marray, Wm.
Rassell, Geo, Nelson, Harvey Doak, Henry
Swim, J. 8. Pond, of Doaktown ; John
Bettsand T. C. Miller, of Mullerton ; Joho
H. Sargeot of Nelson and Chatham; Wm.
Richards, of Boiestown and Chatham J. A.
Rundle, Donald Morrison, R. H. Gramley,
R. L. Maltby, D, Doyle and John Mor-
rissy of Newoastle. These felt that their
sentiments were embodied in the resolution
passed the other day by the Fredericton
Board of Trade and he, therefore, submitted
the followiag resolution ; :

Whereas, The people of the Miramichi
and Nashwdak rivers are equaliy interested
with those of Fredericton and Marysvilie

in any matter affecting the ownership and
mspagement of the Canada Eastern Railway ;
d

an

Whereas, The resolution pasged by the
Fredericton Boasd of Tra expressing
a?preniution of Mr. Gibson’s fair treatment
of the patrons of that road, snd the belief,
should he devide to sell it, that ifs acquisi:
tion by the (Government of the Domipion
would be in the best intereat of the people
who supply its traffic ;

Therefore resolved, that the residents of
Miramichi and Nashwaak rivers present,
including citizens of Chatham, Newcastle,
Derby, Dosktown, Boiestown, Stanley and
other places on said river, heartily epdorse
said resolution and 2oin io the request that
the govgroment of the Déminion will take
-u&o to purchase said railway in the event
of Mr. Gibson offeriog it for sale.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Joha
A. Humble, of Stanley, and others,

MR. DONALD MORRISQY,
of Neweastle, said that the matrer had come
up before the Board of Trade at Newcastle,
and they felt they should pause for further
information in regard to the proposed
chaoge of ownership, They thought it no-
wise for them $o place themselves on record
against the Government in the matter, if
the Government proposed to purchase the
Canada Easstern Reilway, and it wap un-
doubtedly to the interesi. «{ the people to
fall into the hands of the Pominion Govern-
ment instead of the C.P.R. when the
change came. He said Le had heard ata
Board of Trade meeging in 8t. John many
complaints made ageinst the exorbitant rates
charged by the O. P, R,, and the people
who were so overcharged should have the
sympathy of the people in this case. It bad
been ssked what difference would it make
whether the Goveroment or C, P, R:.got the
road ¥ He thought there was & vast differ-
ence, The U, P. R. is simply a body of

‘any kind
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money, aod they would ran the road sinply
with thatjend in view; on the other nand we
bave the Intercolonial ran by the Govern-
meat in the interests of the people, and so
long ae it pays expenses the government 1s
satisfied, therefore he thought it “to the in

terests of the people of York and Northum-
berlend agd of the Province in general to
have the Dominion Giivernment purchase
the Canada Eastern if it was for sale, and as
everybody knows there are rumors that it is
on the maiket, he thought the people sheuld
lose no time in strengthening the hands of
the Government. As a business man of
Newcastle, he said he thought the
people of that town would be standing
in their own light it they did not favor the
transfer to the Government rather than the
C. P. R. The Government would not be
looking for any great profits, and if anything
exorbitant in the way of rates was charged,
the people had ready accew to the manage-
ment through their represeptatives in parlia-
ment, who haviog to c)me back for re-elec-
tion would bring the necessary pressure to
bear to have matters adjusted, Since coming
to Fredericton he had received a telegram
from a member of the Board of Trade of
Newcastle, Mr. P. Heonessey, who was at
tirat a little inclined to thivk that the pur-
chase of the road by the C. P. R. would be
best for the people but who now, with the
majority of the people, favored the purchase
by the Government. Mr. Morrison then
read the fullowing telegram : —~

: NewcastLe, March 11.
Morrisey and Morrison, Fredericton :

Have wired our four representasives to

assist you at the meating to-nighr,
(Sigoed) Geo. BurcHILL, SR.,

A. RrrouIg,

R. R CaLt,

JorN Nixox,

E. Lee STREET,

Jas BRowN,

JoHN FRRGURON,

P. HERNEssY,

GEO. GREGORY ESQ., Q. C.
said the moetiog was, no doabt, pleased
with the attitude of the gentlamen present
in whose behali the resolation uander discus-
sion had been moved, and there seem:d to
be an entirely unasnimous fseling of accord,
oo their part, with their neighbors of Freder-
ioton. These gentlemen largely represented
the towna and other ceatres along the Mir-
amichy, as well as the. Nashwauk. Yet, an
entirely different view of the subject had
been taken by the Chatham Biard of Teade,
He confessed he counld oot noderstand what
the reasons—the arguments—were which
had led the Chatham Bu.ard to arrive at the
conclusion 1t did. If, those reasuns were
stated they might be discassed and judg-
meut as to their merits formed. They
would like to hear from Mr. Smith or some
other person from that quarter on tne sab-
ject.
MR. D. G. SMITH

said that although he was a member of the
Chatham Board of Trade and of its’Council,
he was abeent from Chatham when the
wmeeting .in question was held. He was,
however, in Chatham next day, and heing
then as much puzzled se to the reasons for
the Board’s action as Mr. Gregory and
others now seemed to be, he had questioned
several geutlemen of the Board on the
eabject. So far as he could gather from
what they said, it appeared that three
principsl eanvasses werg responsible for the
action tiken,—QOne of shess was that if Lhe
C. P. R. scquired the Canada Eastern it
would give Chatham a competing railway.
When, however, they had, after the meetiug
taken time to thiok, they were faced by
the faot that Chatham had ooly one line of
railway, which was the Canada Eastern,
Whether the present company, the C, P. R,
or the government owaed' ity Chatham
traffic would huge §0 he carried nine or
more mileg aver it before it could reach the
L O R. Those, therefore, who tilked of
the proposed C. P. R. owaership of the
Canada Eastern furui hing Chatham with a
competing railway seemed to be argaing on
conditions which bad ng existeace, for
Chatham was reaghed by one, and ouly one
railway,

The second argument was related to this
competitive aspect of the question, and it
was that if the C. P. R. acquired the Canads
Eastern, Chatham people would bring such
influeaces to bear on the Government as to
mduoe it to extend the I. C. R. by a branch
some five or six miles long to a poins
opposite Chatham.  Bat, still, the river
would interveneand such branch would,after
ull, not reach Chatham. But the fact that
the necesmty of this branch was antiopated
proved that those who entertained the idea
foresaw that yhe demandfor it would becreat-
ed by the bad treatment expected from the
C.P. R, and it was feared by many that
when the time came for Chatham to ovy to
the Government to thuas gave its merchants
and shippers from the exactions of the
C. P, R,, the Government would ssy,—
“No | we were willing to buy aud run your
only railway for you, but you preferred to
place yourselvee and your ivteregts in the
hands of tue C. P. R.—You have made your
bed and now yca may lie in it.” That, tu
his mind, was a logical and businesslike way
of logking at it from a Chatham standpuint,

He had heard of a third ind can-

R ]
ments of the C. I’ il advocates "aving been \'
made since t. wecetiug of +ae Chatham
Board of Trade, that several of its members
who had voted against government control
of the Canada E steru had since changed
their min‘is 7
MR JOHN O'BRIEN, M. P. P,
next addressed the meeting briefly. He
was quite surprised when he saw it stated
in a Chatham paper several weekaago that
the hoard of trade wanted the C. P. R. to
purchase the Canads Etern. He thooght
it would be a terrible mistake shounid the
Cavada Eustern fall into the hands of the
C. P. R, For his part he would as lief Mr.
Gibson shoold retain the road as have it sold
tothe goverament, as it was being mauaged
satisfactorily. He thought he voiced the
sentiment of the people of the Miramichi
when he said they were unanimous for
having the government purchase the road
should the vwneis decide to sell.

MR, J. L. STEWART
wsid be conld uow be expected as a prominent
officer of the Chatham Board of Trade to
remain @lent, and hear the actioo of the
board ridiculed by persons who were nos
preseut at its late meeting. The resson thas
the board had passed the resolutions referred
to was that they wanted the Canada
Eastern to remain as a competing road with
the I. C. R., which it' could not be if sold
to the government. The board had viewed
the matter from a business stindpint and
felt that it was better to have two roads
than one, the same reason he heid which
had prompted the Fr-ieioton” bourd of
trade to tuke the action they d.d. There
might be those preseut at the mevting who
cors-dered they knew more abou . what was
best for the interests of Chatham than the
board of trade of that town, but he did not
think so.
SHERIFF STERLING.

Sheriff Sterling said he did not think
anytaing was to be gained by discuse-
ing what the Chatham board of trade
may or may not hase said. He thought
there were questions to discuss upon which
more uoanimous feeliogs might prevail,
He hoped the speakers would confine their
remaiks to the subject at hand.

GEO. F. GREGORY, ESQ., Q. C,

Geo. F Gregory could not agree with
Mr. Stewart that any person had ridienled
the action of the Chatham Board of Trade.
They only wanted to know what grounds
they possessed for taking the course that
they bad. He sould not see what Chactham
was going t0 gan-by having the road pur-
chased by the C. P. R. .

MR. DONALD MORRISON.

Mr. Morrison said he -« i i think that
any statemeut he m. -, i be taken ‘s
a reflection on the  toard of Tea -
MR.J . 3ETTS
X . his hearty accond

i .d said he -ose to pre-

Jter.

¥, Miramicii, N. B.
Marcb 11, 1897, °

To the chanm .. f the Pubuc meeting st

Fredericcun t. cousider the question of

the proposed ch'.uge of ownership of she

Canades Eastern Railway—

DEAR Sir: 1 regret my - inability -to at-
tend your meeting to-might, but we are
heurtily i favor of the Causdian Govern-
ment acquiring the Cinada Eagtera Ruail-
way, a8 we consuler it is for the very best
interests of our Province -

Yours very troly
(Syt.) J. C. MILLer
Manager Miller’s Tauuiug Extruct Company.

The vesvlution was then unamimoasly
adopted by the Miramichi and Nashwask
gentlemen present. ;

On motion of Geo, F. Gregory, it was res
solved totranamit the resolutions 'te th
Minister of Railways, : :

Un motiou of Mr. J. D. Phinoey, seconded
by Z. R. Everitt,a hearty vote of thanks was
presented to Mr. Coleman for his efforts in
making the meeting a snccess, and was
gracefully acknuwledged by that gentleman.

Ou motion of John Morrisey the ohair-
man was also tendered a vote of shanks,

The mesting then adjourned and at the
request of the chairman many of the gentle-
men present attached their s to
petition in line with the action of the mest-
ing, to be forwarded to the Minister of
Railways, :

Monepolistic Freight Rates.

WinNipEG, Maroh 4 :—Freight rates wite
the cnief subject under discu-siom is. the
Manitoba Legislatare to-day, Mr. Young of
D« loraine moviug the following vew lution 3
—Whereas the freight ratey charged by the
lives of railway in thig Pioviuce, both for
transportation of our own products to the
seaboard and om articles necessarily im-
ported indo the Province for the use of ite
settlers, are very high and in the opinion of
this House excessive and bear heavily upon
the farming community ; and whereas the
C. P. R. Company has been largely subsi-
dized by liberal amonnts of public money
and extensive grants of most valuable landa;
and whereas a material reduction fu freight
rates generally would promote the beat inter
ests of our present population and aqf
greatly to the success of our etforts to secure,
settlers; therefore, be it resolved, 'i_thl't_inv =
the opnion of this House, in order to ad-."
vence the best intereets of the Province and

of Miilerton

with the res: 1

sent the fill
Min

vassed in favor of the ©, P. R.,, which was
that it waa confronted with the necessity
for finding & pew outlet for its ever.
inoreasing  western geain, cattle and
produce traffio, especially in the months
of February, arch aud April, before ocean-
guing veasels um;ld pass up the river St, Law-
rence. A pagt of the C. P. R. scheme, ac-
cordingly was, in the event of 1ts acquiring
the Canada Eastern, to extend that line

induce settlement, in the event of any sagree--
ment being entered into between the Domin~
ion Governmeut and the C. P, R, Compsay
tor further rulway cousctruction,  any such
sgreement shoaid 100lud- as vne of its oon-,
ditious & materisl r-duction of the freight
rates now prevailing v all 11ies owned or
coutioiled by the aal ¢y in its westeru
dwision,” '
The mover sp k- «' cogth in support ~
his resolution, quot.n scatistios showing the

from Loggicville to Point E , and
there build & harbor—in fact, establish a port.
Against this idea, however, were several
serious physical facts. It was well known
to many Chatham people that no ocean-
going steamer dare go nearer than three
miles to Puint Kscuminac, so the proposed
harbor works would have to be bumilt out tor
that distance—a very expensive operation,
Then, it way koown that no vessel of
1 would even -eater the
Gulf of St. Lawrence until along in the
month of April, o sasy nothing of the
frozen streits of Northumberland, It was
clear, therefore, that if the proposed harbor
were construoted by the O, P. R. at Escum-
inaca very expensive water-heating plant
would be necessary to inject sufficient hot
water into it to keep it open, and aleo to so
warm the atraits anod a portion of the
Gult of St. Lawrence as to make them safe-
ly navigable. The expense of the proposed
Kscuminac extensia: and ocesn termious
for the C. P. R, could not, therefore, he
believed, be seriously entertained [laughter].

It was because of serious ovusideration
baving been given to the subjeos, and a

business men working together to make

e

more deliberate examination of the aggus

t of gruin exported from Manitobs
sod pointing out shut & reduction in rates
wauld greatly ws-ist immigratiou, ;
Mr, Sicrett, Put on, of Beaatifal Pldn,"
seconded the motion, adding the wordss—
“‘And that the coutrol of such rates for the
future be ceded tv the Goverament of the
D or to & per v expert commise
sivn to be appointed by that Government,”
tle olaiméd that the Northern Pacifis,
which had been subsisized as & competing
line to the C. P. R. in Manitoba, had not
been what had been expected owing to the
power of the latter company. He said it
was a matter of opinion whether the Crow’s
Nest Pass Railway was a necessity or mot.
He waas of the opinion that if the proteotive.
system waa coutinded in Cauads, possibly
the building of the road might be a benefis
to Manitoba, as, it freely used, some eof the-
products might be shipped into the moann-

_tain conotry, but if we had free srade, then.

the importanoce of supplylog that small dis~
trict wouid ot be of su much consequence,
Tne franchise of the gusd should ot be,
@'ven to the C. P. R. unlwea it were bound;
down tn give reduced freight cates. .
The motion wes carried without ™ division,.




