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LIST OF THE MAYORS

Of the City of Halifax since the 
City was Incorporated 

in 1841.

LONG TOAST LISTS

Followed Banquets of National 
Societies of Jfaiifax a 

century ago.

A sample of an old time gathering.

26.

3.

4.

7.

8.

The National Societies held their 
banquets on the festivals of their Pat­
ron Saint» in the old days aa-.**. pre­
sent, but the toast lists were of ^inuch 
greater length, as may be glt/aned 
from the following list of toasts pro­
posed at the North British Society ban­
quet a century ago :
1. The pious memory of St. Andrew. I nr

—The garb of old Gaul and Tul- 
lochgorum.

2. ’ Our good and Venerable King-
Let us always revere his charac-. 
ter and exemplary virtues, and 
patiently submitting to the will 
of Providence, to nis last days.

Kay for the restoration of hit 
alth.

His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of the United Kingdom- 
May he follow the example of 
hie royal father, and maintain 
with equal firmness and parti­
ality the privileges of the Crown, 
and the rights of the people- 
Prloce Regent's March, No. 29.

The Queen and a’ her royal bairns- 
The Duke of York’s March and 
British Grenadiers.

The Duke of Clarence and the 
Royal Navy—Rule Britannia.

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Kent—Sprig of Shillelah.

Her Royal Highness the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales—All the 
world loves me.

9. His Majesty’s ministers. May they 
prosecute the war in America 
with the same firmness and suc­
cess that they did iri Europe, 
and make a peace honorable to 

ttfce nations and beneficial to 
tike colonies—Sqpg in Ninna.

10. FWM Marshal, The Duke of Wel­
lington. Long may he live to 
enjoy his well-earned laurels, 
and the deserved admiration of 
all the world—See the conquer­
ing here comes.

11. Alexander, Emperor of all the 
Russias. May the favorable im­
pression made on him by John 
Bull cement a lasting friendship 
(between the Bull and the Bear— 
vRnssian March.

12. TheJSniperor of Austria—German

13. The King of Prussia—March in 
the Battle of Prague.

34. Louis the XVIII. May he recol­
lect with gratitude" the nation 
which afforded him protection 
during the unparalleled troubles 
of his country, and was the chief 
cause of restoring him to the 
throve of France—White Cock­
ade.

15. The Congress of Vienna. May the 
united wisdom of this great as­
sembly lay a solid foundation for 
the future peace and security of 
all Europe, leaving Great Britain 
alone to humble the pride and 
insolence of America—Cock-a- 
Doodle-Doo.

16. Our good and brave Governor Sir 
John Coape Sherbrooke, and the 
land we live in. May he long 
continue to govern this Province, 
and when called from it, have an 
early opportunity of teaching 
the Americans the same lesson 
he taught the French at Talar 
vera—God Save the King, and 
British Grenadiers.

17. May Britain maintain the empire 
of the season the" fair principle 
cf self-defence, remembering our 

& motto : “ Nemo me impune lace- 
sit.”—Up and Aw’ them a’ 
JVeilia.

Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane 
and the navy under his com­
mand. May they soon find an 
■opportunity to convince America 
that Britannia still rules mis­
tress of the ocean—Hearts of 
Oak.

Admiral Griffiths. Who has on 
all occasions manifested a ready 
attention to the interests of this

Î20. The Governor-General. May we 
always respect those in authority 
aver us—Canadian Boat Song.

21. Lady Sherbrooke, and all the
fair daughters of Acadia—Lady 
Sherbrooke, and “All the world 
loves me.”

22. The British Commissioners at
Ghent. May they never be in­
structed to make peace with 
America till she gives up the 
right of search, is excluded from 
the British fisheries, consents to. 
revision of the boundary line, 
and includes our.lndian allies in

T8.

19.

province, and the protection of 
ats commerce—Admiral Ben bow.

The Sons of St. George and Old 
England—Roast Beef of Ola Eng­
land. À

24. Major-General Darroeh, ànd the 
Garrison of Halifax—Highland 
March.

The Sons of St. Patrick and Ire­
land—St. Patrick’s Day.

May James Madison and all his 
faction be soon compelled tpTe- 

P sign the reins of government in 
America, and seek a peace estab­
lishment with their friends— 
Bonaparte at Elba, The Rogue’s 
March, and Go to the Devil and 
Shake Ypurself.

, |7. The Sons of St. David and Wales— 
Apshenkin/

28. The memory of the Right HonÔr-
able William Pitt. May his prin­
ciples always animate the coun­
cils of the United Kingdom-

29. General Count Platoff and his
brave Cossacks—The Cossack.

30. The two Houses of Parliament.
May they maintain their privi­
leges sacred andinviolubleto the 
latest posterity for the protec­
tion of the people—Adante, 20.

31. The gallant veteran, Blucher—A
March, No. 62. * t

32» The glorious memory off the de­
parted hero, Lord Nelson—Dirge. 

33. The brave Captain Barclay . Who 
so gallantly maintained the repu­
tation of the British navy in the 
unequal contest with the Ameri­
can squadron on Lake Huron. 

The memory of our brave country­
man, Sir John Moore—Dirge.

All the brave officers who fought 
in Spain. May they meet with 
that reward which they so justly 
merit for their distinguished ser-

Tbe memory of General Moreau, 
who so nobly volunteered his 
service against the tyrant of 
France, and gloriously fell fight­
ing for the deliverance of Europe 

Sir James Lucas Yeo. May his 
perseverance and gallant con­
duct be soon rewarded with an 
opportunity of trying the bravery 
of the American squadron on 
Lake Ontario.

The memory of our gallant coun­
tryman, Sir Ralph Abercrombe 
—The death of Abercrombe.

The Legislature of Nova Scotia. 
May the liberality of its measures 
promote the welfare and pros-

gerity of the Province—Braes of 
trathnaver.

The memory of Prince Kutusoff, 
and all the heroes who have 
fallen in defence of the liberties 
of Europe—Russian Waltz.

The. Bishops of Nova Scotia, and 
clergy of all denominations. 
May they unite in their best en­
deavors to promote the cause of 
religion, and extend its happy 
influence over all nations.

The Army in Canada. May the 
bravery and courage which they 
have already evinced in the de­
fence of the Canadas terminate 
the wav with America, to the 
bonoUbf His Majesty’s arriis, and 
the protection of the colonies.

43, Horn, cop», fisb and yarn—Reel 
of Tulloch,

44. Our brave couptryman, Sir 
Thomas Graham, who fought 
under the immortal Wellington. 
—Bruce’s address,

45. Our countryman, the Bight Bon. 
the Earl of Selkirk, and all our 
absent members. May health 
and happiness attend them 
wherever they are,

46. The Land of Cakes—Because it 
was a Bonnie Land,

47. The memory of the brave General 
Ross—Dirge. .

Robbie Gibbs’ Contract-Johnny 
Goes Marching Home.

Gnde Nicht—Marine’s Hymn.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

40.

41.

42.

MAYOR F. P. BLIGH.

The incorporation of St. John, New 
Brunswick, was brpught about in the 
opening of the year 1785. The charter 
was granted by Governor Carleton. 
In the fall of 1785 some of the inhabi­
tants of Halifax petitioned the Nova 
Scotia authorities for a charter. In 
this matter of municipal government it 
was felt that St. John had got a step 
ahead of Halifax. The governor of 
Nova Scotia laid the petition before 
the “ old council of twelve,” but the 
latter was df opinion that it would 
not be safe, expedient or necessary to 
comply with the request. In 1790 a 
resolution, drawn by the Speaker of 
the house of assembly, was passed, to 
the effect that it be recommended to 
the house to present a humble address 
to his excellency the lieutenant-gov­
ernor to request that he will be pleased 
to grant a charter to the town of 
Halifax for incorporating the same, 
and enabling the inhabitants thereof 
to; make such bye-laws as should be 
sufficient to regulate the police of said

In 1820 the police of Halifax were 
conducted by one paid magistrate and 
one unpaid assistant, together with 
the clerk of the peace and three police 
constables. Colonel Pyke presided as 
chief magistrate for many years, and 
was usually to be seen sitting in the 
little police office in drab knee 
breeches, with gray yarn stockings 
and snuff-colored coat. Age and in­
firmity having at last compelled hirn 
to retire, John Liddall, the second in 
command, was appointed chief police 
magistrate by Sir James Kempt. The 
lieutenant-governor had a voice in all 
appointments at this traae. David 
Shaw Clarke bad been for some years 
clerk of the peace. He was a memher 
of the bar, and particularly well 
qualified foe, the. office he -held- He

48.
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was a most distinguished inhabitant, 
from the fact that he was the most 
corpulent man in town.

Tne “bench of magistrates” form of 
government was swept away by 
statute in 1841. The first mayor of 
the city of Halifax was elected dn the 
20th of May, 1841. The choice was 
made from the batch of aldermen 
who had just been elected by the rate­
payers at the polls. Stephen Benney 
was the successful candidate—and then 
followed in order :
Mar., 1842, Edward Kenny, elected to 

serve out remainder of 
Mr. Binney’s time.

Oct., 1842, Thomas Williamson.
“ 1843, Alex. Keitb-
“ 1844, Hon. Hugh Bell.
“ 1845, Andrew Mackinlay.
“ 1846, Joseph Jennings.
“ 1847, Win. Stairs.
“ 1848, Adam Hemmeon.
“ 1849, Henry Pryor.
“ 1850, Wiliiam Caldwell.
“ 1851, Andrew Mackinlay.
“ 1852, Hon. A. Keith.
“ 1853, Henry Pryor.
“ 1854, Henry Pryor.
“ 1855, Archibald Scott.
“ 1856, Archibald Scott.
4# 1857, Henry Pryor.
“ 1858, Henry Pryor.
“ 1859, Samuel R. Caldwell.
“ 1800, Samuel R. Caldwell.
“ 1861, P. P. Hill.
“ 1862, P, C. Hill.
” 1863, P. C. Hill.
" 1864, M. H. Riphey,
“ 1805, M. H- Richey.
“ 1866, M. H. Richey.
“ 1867, Stephen Tobin.
“ 1868, Stephen Tobin, j
“ 1869, Stephen Tobin.
“ 1870, Hon. W, A- Henry.
“ 1871, William Dunbar,
“ 1872, James Duggan.
“ 1873, John A. Sinclair.
“ 1874, John A. Sinclair.
“ 1875, M. H. Richey.
“ 1876, M. H. Richey.
“ 1877, M. H. Richey.

, “ 1878, Stephen Tobin.
“ 1879, Stephen Tobin.

1880, Stephen Tobin.
“ 1881, George Fraser.
“ 1882, George Fraser. jJtjp

May, 1883, George Fraser. ~Mr 
“ 1884, James C. Mackintosh.
“ 1885, James C. Mackintosh.
“ 1886, James C. Mackintosh.
“ 1887, Patrick O’Mullin,
“ 1888, Patrick O’Mullin.
“ 1889, David McPherson.
“ 1890, David McPherson.
“ 1891, David McPherson.
“ 1892, Michael E. Keefe.
“ 1893, Michael E. Keefe.
“ 1894, Michael E. Keefe.
“ 1895, David McPherson.
“ 1896, David McPherson.
“ 1897, Alex. Stephen.
“ 1898, Alex. Stephen.
“ 1899, James T. Hamilton.
“ 1900, James T Hamilton.
“ 1901, James T. Hamilton.
“ 1902, Adam B. Crosby.
“ 1903, Adam B. Crosby.
“ 1904, Adam B. Crosby.
“ 1906, Robert T. Macllreith.
“ 1906, Robert T. Macllreith.
“ 1907, Robert T. Macllreith.
“ 1908, Adam B. Crosby.
“ 1909, Joseph A. Chisholm.
“ 1910, Joseph A. Chisholm.
“ 1911, Joseph A. Chisholm.
« 19|2, fvpl PfBligh.
When tfce city was first incorpor­

ate^ and until April 12th, 1$$9, the 
Corporation consisted of mayor, six 
aldermen and twelve common copncil-

tjie office or cppjmon councilman was 
abolished. From l8§0 to 1858 the 
mayors were elected by the' citizens 
from the members of the City Council, 
or from gentlemen who had previously 
served as alflerman or common coun­
cilman. Wm- Caldwell was the first 
mayor elected by the citizens under 
this system. In 1854 the Act in rela­
tion to the election of mayor was 
further amended by providing that 
the people should not be restricted to 
persons who bad served in the city 
council in‘their choice for mayor. The 
only occasion on which this privilege 
was availed of was in 1870, in the 
election of Hon. W. A. Henry. From 
1841 to 1882 the general civic elections 
were held in October of each year. 
From April, 1883, to date, the general 
elections have been held annually in 
April. The civic year extends from 
1st May in anyone year to 30th April 
in the year following.

—'Point.Pleasant Park has 193 acres, 
8 miles of which are roads.

HALIFAX IN OLDEN DAYS.
mm.

wm.

en

THE TOWN AND HS^fOR’ OF HALIFAX 
As seen from George’s Island.

HALIFAX IN 1749,
t As seen from Mount Pleasant, south of-Inglis Street.

THE CITADEL IN 1749.

HALIFAX IN 1762,
St. Matthew’s Gov't St Paul’s

Church. House,
Present 

Royal Bank 
Site.

NORTHWEST ARM 
IN THE OLDEN TIME.

Early settlers changed their 
minds or this beauty spot 

would not have been 
preserved.

Melville Island the outstanding his­
torical feature.

(BY F. W. BOWES.)

THE MEMORIAL TOWER.

When the founders of Halifax after 
a tempestuous voyage from Old Eng­
land sailed into Chebucto Bay on the 
lovely morning of 21st June, 1749, 
they noticed an opening to their left. 
The Micmac Indians, who were then 
the inhabitants of this fertile coun­
try, had named this beautiful inlet of 
the ocean Waegwoltio “end of the 
water.” Thesq early settlers were so 
impressed by the charm and grandeur 
of this winding river-like expanse 
that they at first intended to found 
their town on the ‘western side of the 
peninsula, at Point Pleasant, but 
they subsequently decided that the 
eastern side was preferable. It al­
most seemed like an act of Provid­
ence when the benefits that accrued 
to their descendants are considered, 
because it meant the preservation at 
their very doors of a portion of na­
ture which forms a picture whose 
fascinations constitute a never failing 
source of delight to those who once 
make its acquaintance.- They named 
it Sandwich River; this was subse­
quently changed to Hawke River, 
but about a decade later it became 
designated Northwest Arm.

So much may be written about the 
different features of the Arm and the 
historical reminiscences connected 
therewith that it would be an impos­
sibility' to compress more than an 
outline in an ordinary newspaper 
article.

IN YE OLDEN TIME, 
hundred

WE HAVE CUT THE PRICE ON
Ladies’ Coats, 
Furs and 
Skirts.

we have about one dcz«n of Ladies’ Winter Cloth 
and these ue are selliag,at a low figure.

Navy Blue Coat, wadded and quilted, Plush Collar. Regular
$24.00, for $18.00.

Black Cloth Coats, size 38 to 40, go'd Moscow Beaver Collar, $16 90, 
18.00 and 23.00. To be s.Jd at $10.50, 12.50 and 16.50.

Children’s Coats.
There are only thirty in the lot. Serges, reversible cloths, etc. 30 

inch to 86 inch long. Regular $4.25 to 6.00, for $2.75 to 3.75.

Furs.
tiôn of fori

»an opportunity to purchase useful. hindeome Furs at a frac- 
Xr prices'.

Mink Marmot Muff, $4,00.

• Mink Marmot Muff; trimmed with heads and tails, $5.50.

Real Alaska Sable Muffs, $18.00.
't?

Persian Paw Muffs, many have.Collars to match, at corresponding­
ly low prices.

' Skirts.
An early shipment of Black Sateen Skirts has been placed on our 

counters to be cleared at wholesale prices.
Black Sateen Skii t, 59c.

Black Taffetine Skirt, nice imitation of Silk, $1.00.

Two special lines Black Sateen Skirts, $1.20 and 1.40.

W. & C. SILVER,
Corner George and Hollis Streets.

Melville Island, with a military his­
tory extending considerably over a 
century. The Mr. Duncan referred to 
above thus speaks of it: “The North­
west Arm is unquestionably the pret­
tiest thing about Halifax. The wes-

I CHANGES OF A CENTURY.
When tourists now reAch the sea- 

gate of Nova Scotia they are “free 
from fear that reigns with the tyrant 
and envy, the vice of republics."

ST. GO.

years ago when the 
first essayed to en­

lighten the people of Halifax there 
was a certain element of danger in 
visitinc; the Northwest Aim unao 
eompanied, especially at night. Even 
fifty years later there was not a pub­
lic lamp west of the citadel; in fact 
it is little over forty years since the 
city council decided to place oil 
lamps at long distances apart on 
the roads leading to the Arm—and 
these merely served to make darkness 
more visible—yet this enterprise was 
considered at the time a wonderful 
undertaking of municipal advance­
ment. What would old residents long 
since gone to their reward think now 
of the changed conditions could 
they take a trip at night in the elec­
tric cars of the belt line and see 
the myriads of lights twinkling from 
the many residences at the western 
suburbs or come up the Arm by wat­
er and thus have their attention ar-; 
rested by the electric lights of the 
various streets leading thereto? Bn 
passant Halifax has the distinction 
of being the first city on the Ameri­
can continent to bfe wholly lighted by 
a system of electricity.

Just about half a century ago, 
during the excitement of a threaten­
ed war between Great Britain and 
the United States over the Trent af­
fair, Francis Duncan, M.A., a Royal 
Artillery Officer then stationed here, 
wrote an important work entitled 

Our Garrisons tn the West.” In 
his references tq Halifax, Bedford 
Basin, Halifax Harbor and the North 
west Arm hç said: “If one might 
venture a little prophesy—assume for 
a moment the garb of Zadkiel—I 
shquld spy that in a few years-an­
other suburban city of villas will 
surround the Northwest Arm and 
that the man of business will go 
from his home by the blue salt lake 
every morning to his desk in the 
city as naturally as in our busy 
metropolis (London) he takes his 
’bus from the west end to the bank. 
This delving into the future has 
proven remarkably accurate.

tern side rises abruptly and is cover- : Apart from its severe beauty, great- 
- - - * ly like that of Norway, this iron

bound coast is interesting to the 
American tourist as part of the 
mighty battlefield where England and 
France fought for a century for pos­
session of a continent. The tourist 
will not fail to visit some of our 
beautiful lakes, and while he is ad­
miring the clear water he is likely to 
be startled bv the leap and splash of 
a land locked salmon, and tie may 
cast the hook in any of the many 
streams, which are full of trout.

A hundred years ago canoes were 
little used in Nova Scotia except 
birch bark ones by the Red Men. Now 
there are numerous canoeing parties 
of from two up to a dozen in many 
sections during every1 summer, for 
almost primeval conditions have con­
tinued down through the ages,in this 
respect more than in any other. For 
weeks at a time the canoeist may 
navigate the streams and fekeB of 
this region without passing over Ahe 
same water a second time, finding 
agreeable and comfortable stopping

PTUrliAWT - fr»i»

PRODUCTIVE OF GREAT MEN.
A glimpse only can be taken at the 

annals of the Northwest Arm, but 
they show on the scroll of fame 
statesmen, soldiers, scientists, pre­
lates, orators, poets, admirals, gen­
erals, members of the judiciary, 
kings of finance, captains of industry 
and distinguished personal elements. 
Hon. Joseph Howe, Nova Scotia’s 
pride and Canada’s greatest states­
man, was born and lived at Emscote 
on the Arm. Sir Charles Tupper, one 
of the fathers of confederation and 
now the ' Baronet of Armdale, had 
his home at the Arm; so did the late 
Lt. Governor Jones, the late Hon. 
Thomas E. Kenny, the Right Hon. 
R. L. Borden, the late Senator Al- 
mon, the late Hon. B. F. Peargon, 
Hon. Senator MacKeen and others. 
The late Archbishop Connolly and the 
late Bisfiop Binney had residences on 
the Arm. So has Sir Sandford Flem­
ing, whose name is synonymous with 
the building of the C. P. R. It is 
only neceidary to give a partial roll 
call of Halifax families who have lived 
at the Northwest Arm to remind Re­
corder readers of their influence in 
the development of the city. The 
Ritchies,- the Pryors, the Collins, the 
Cunards (of early steamship fame), 
the Twinings, the Thomsons, the 
Stairs, the Uniackes, the Lawsons, 
the Morrows, thp Gilpins, the Hoa- 
termans.

The Premier of Canada in q letter 
to a friend in Halifax made the fol­
lowing reference to the “Blue salt 
lake”: “The Arm to me seems the 
most beautiful sheet of water in the 
world, aqd having lived for more 
th^n twelve years on its shores, I 
was especially struck with the varie­
ty of its beauty on the same day; 
under different conditions of sunshine 
or shadow, clpud or mist, storm or 
calm, one continually saw new beau­
ties in an almost infinite variety of 
landscape.”

MELVILLE ISLAND AND PRISON.
The first zoological gardens in 

America^were at the Northwest Arm, 
being established in 1847—34 years af­
ter the birth of the Recorder—by the 
late Andrew Downs, who con­
tinued them until 1868; these gar­
dens were visited during that period 
by royalty and by distinguished per­
sonages from nearly every part 
of the world and nothing but admir­
ation was expressed by all.

The outstanding historical feature 
of the past at the Arm is romantic

V

with wood—maple, birch and 
spruce. There are no houses on this 
side until we approach the junction 
with the harbor, but in a beautiful 
recess near its head there is an is­
land called Melville Island, a red 
wooden military prison, and if you 
can forget that it is so, you can 
have no idea how beautiful this lit­
tle spot is. The other side of the 
Arm although rather abrupt every 
now and then and well wooded—ex­
cept opposite Melville Island, where 
there are a good many beautiful 
meadows—bears a very different ap­
pearance to its vis-a-vis.M The sea­
man captured during the war be­
tween Great Britain and France and 
Great Britain and the United States 
—covering the period from 1812 to 
1816—were imprisoned at Melville Is­
land. It is a curious incident that 
the first wall that enclosed Melville 
Island prison yard was erected in 
1813, the very year that the Acadian 
Recorder commenced publication, and 
a remarkable coincident iflfchat the 
work was done by the aut^^Wy*^* 
William Millar, agent for prisoners of 
war. Mr. Millar was a- retired naval 
officer and he married an aunt of the 
late Hugh Blackadar, father of the 
present editor and proprietor of the 
Recorder. The stone wall referred to 
was 150 feet in length and eight feet 
high. Again in the fifties when Joe 
Howe was enlisting recruits for the 
“Foreign Legion” to go to the Crim­
ean War in behalf of Great Britain, 
the men were all assembled at Mel­
ville Island, and great crowds visit­
ed them every Sunday.

Tfie writer realizes that little' be­
yond the fringe of the subject mat­
ter has been sketched in this article, 
but the space limit has already been 
exhausted. Therefore all reference 
must be omitted to the reports of 
the scalping by Indians of early set­
tlers who ventured outside the palis­
ades and wandered Arm ward; to the 
annual gathering of the Red Men at 
thg Arm to celebrate the anniver­
sary of St. Aspinquid, the Indiàn 
Saint; to the romance of Deadman’s 
Cove, and the cruel fate of John 
Dixon, a private of the ranks, who 
dared to love the daughter of his 
colonel and whose love was returned 
by the beautiful and accomplished 
young lady; to the elopement of the 
daughter of a prominent citizen and 
a handsome young Indian brave and 
its pathetic termination; to the 
Chain Rock, in Point Pleasant Park; 
to the Arm when it was a busy 
manufacturing centre; to tha ancient 
magazine for -explosives on tlie wes­
tern side of the Arm; to the old Pro­
vincial Penitentiary on the eastern 
shore of the Arm; and to the won­
derful Rocking Stone, still visited 
every year by hundreds of people.
MEMORIAL TOWER AT THE ARM.

*liagmi

Before concluding, however, some 
mention must of necessity be made 
to the most important event of the 
year just closed—not only for the 
Northwest Arm but for Halifax as 
well—the dedication of the Memorial 
Tower by the Governor General of 
Canada, His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Connaught. It is doubtful 
whether any event in the whole his­
tory of the city interested as many 
people as did this, significant as it 
was of the fact that Halifax is the 
capital of a Province which is the 
mother of the first free Parliament of 
Greater Britain beyond the seas. The 
corner stone of the Tower was laid 
with appropriate ceremonies in 1908, 
the eeequicentennial of the establish­
ing of representative government in 
Nova Scotia, but as already stated 
the dedicatory services were only 
carried out in 1912, just a few 
months before the Recorder’s centen­
nial. At the same time Tower park— 
the new public park on the Arm pre­
sented by Sir Sandford' Fleming—was 
officially handed over to the city. 
Even without this new and addition­
al attraction the Northwest Arm hadf 
generally become regarded as the 
greatest asset that Halifax possess-

CHANGES OF
A CENTURY

In the coming of Americans to 
this Province.

Now visit us as tourists 
hunters of game.

and

(BY F. W. BOWES.)

When Nova Scotia was part of the 
French Province of Acadia, Monsieur 
Subercase, one of the governors, said 
it grieved him to the heart to see the 
Bostoneee (Bastonnaie) get rich by
catching fish off the Acadian coast. ' moderate in comparison.
When the Acadian Recorder came in­
to existence this was still the condi­
tion and it remained so for half a 
century and more later, for it is 
practically little more than twenty-
five years since tourist travel began . ______ _ __________ __
to be recognized on the American con- appeals to artist and nature 
tinent. To-day the. Bostonese and to a bountiful land—where sea and 
thedr widely scattered kin come to soil yield up their treasures ungrudg- 
Acadia in thousands every year, not ingly; to a home land—where cheer- 
to take away the people’s wealth but ful, friendly prosperous people dwell 
to increase it, for Acadia has many —Nova Scotia is the land of one’s 
charme for the summer pilgrim. heart’s desire.

and bass, camping almost at will and 
enjoying woods life at first hand. A 
canoe trip through Nova Scotia does 
not involve the hardships the novice . 
might suppose. The navigable water­
ways are well defined, the portages 
are clean cut and easy to make, and 
there are hotels and camps at fre­
quent intervals along the course. A 
glance at maps that have been pre­
pared shows open stretches in pro­
fusion, all connected by streams or 
by an occasional easy “carry.”

BIG GAME OF THE PROVINCE.
When the Recorder first began giv­

ing the citizens of older Halifax the 
news in print in 1813 the woods and 
forests of Nova Scotia teemed with 
game, great and small, and the only 
huntsmen to molest it were the In­
dians and early settlers. Not so will 
it be in 1913, for never before as 
during the past season did so many 
hunting parties come to the province 
to hunt the denizens of the wilds. 
Game gradually became less and 
would have practically become ex­
tinct ere now had it not been for the 
enforcement of game laws. As it is 
big game has not only held its own 
against the advance of civilization 
during the last quarter of a century, 
but the number of moose and deer 
in the province has shown a consid­
erable increase. Of the 18 counties 
into which the province is divided, 
moose, deer and caribou are found in 
almost every one. Old guides and 
hunters state that big game is more 
abundant in most localities than it 
was when they were young men. This 
is especially true of the moose; the 
red deer, which was formerly scarce, 
is reported to be more abundant in 
various districts this year than for 
many years past, doubtless owing to 
the close season.

THE NEED OF GOOD ROADS.
In many parts of Nova Scotia 

when the Recorder began publication 
our highways were paths and trails 
only and the mode of conveyance 
pack saddles. Without ready means 
6f communication countries of the 
area of Canada would be geographical 
impossibilities and anything like a 
high state of civilization could .not 
exist. The growth of public highways 
in this province has been slow but 
steady. Before the days of railways, 
the work of constructing carriage 
roads proceeded apace in all civilized 
countries, but when the iron tracks 
were laid and steam transportation 
got well underway, a period of indif­
ference to highway construction un­
fortunately set in. It is now becom­
ing recognized that the iron horse 
cannot eliminate the need of the flesh 
and blood traction. It is claimed 
that if the public highways df the 
United States were improved twenty 
per cent, it would mean a saving of 
$250,000,000 in moving just this 
year .’s crop. In the republic to the 
south of us there are half a million 
automobiles, valued at $500,000,000. 
The tourist business has done more 
than any one thing to improve pub­
lic ibads. But good roads mean lar­
ger loads more easily and more quick­
ly hauled, and cheaper access toLrail- 
ways and markets. Every argument *■ 
in favor of the subsidizing of railway 
building is equally logical when, ap­
plied to carriage way construction.
The government of Nova Scotia, not 
to be behind other parts of the coun­
try, are to deal with the better roads 
question at the ensuing session of 
the legislature, so it is announced. 

IDEAL PLACE TO COMB TO. 
Tourists don’t have to be rich to 

enjoy themselves in Halifax or in 
Nova Scotia. One may be just as 
happy, self-respecting and well re­
garded living upon a modest vaca­
tion allowance as if he or she 
brought trunks, motor boat and 
touring car. The cost of living is 

ite in comparison. It one de­
sires to come to a restful land— 
where weary body, aching nerves and 
over worked brain may find repose— 
to a beautiful land—where sunny skies, 
the ever changing magic of surround­
ing waters, the green of the forest 
and the charm of fruits and * flowers 

lover;
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