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As said before, Sir John: is a splene-
tic old gentleman. A trying martinet
in his domestic life, whose family bears
with his irascible trantums withsa tol-
erance born of deep-rooted love. Sir
John is facing penury, yet his obstinate
pride in his line of British ancestors

remcains unabated. The generosity al:ld i
benefits bestowed by Sir Isadac Jacob- |
gon, he regards as insults and treats’

them with contempt and the raging
oldi aristocrat is at Sir Isaac’s bene-
volent mercy.

To make matter's worse, Sir John's
son and daughter have fallen in' iove
with the corresponding members. of
Sir Isaac's family. This last bitter
shock comes upon the old aristocrat
when he discovers thal the musical el-
ucation of his son, who has won his
first success in opera, has gained thru
Sir Isaac’s liberal money loans. ‘And !
on the heels of this overwitelming rev-
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' n: follows the most grievous in-
':{ﬁ:‘%t all. His son 'has been asked to

sing at a musical.in his hated neign-
i bor’s house and for pay.

Sir John is. ‘a - splenetic old
&'Pntlam,m. ‘A trying martlnet
the' outrageous abuse which the' iras-
“cible old baronet hurls at’'his unoffend-
ing: neighbor are the burden  of the
tale. Sir John's grolific sources of new
but futile insult and the dignified con-
sideration ‘with which it is disregarded
by the family against which it is aim-
ed, keep the humorous interest con-
stantly alive.

The sorrow that Hhis rabid. interfer-
ence has brought to the young people
after his appeal that the hated marv-
riage be delayed, at least until after
his . death, haye , the . final éffect of
breaking ' Sir John’s crustiness. FHe
finds himself left alone. He' inquires
testily for his son and daughter.’ They

neighbor. He bends his iron wlll and
relents. ; g

The play is in three acts and each
scene is handsome and well appointed.
The excellence of the cast has been a
matter of favorable comment. The
company includes Frank Losee, IHer-
bert ‘Stabding, Regab Hughston, .J.
Malcomb Dunn, W. H. Sams, A. T.
Hendon, Charles Diem, Ruth Chester,
Olive. Temple, Lorena Atwood and
Fania Marinoff.

THE ALEXANDRA “

The folloivlng are short sketch2s of
some, of the principal members of the
Hammersteln Manhattan Opeava - t)o.
which will appear at the Royal Alex-
andra this week. :

Rachel Laya, soprand, was born in
Brussels in 1878, and ‘er‘ first public
appearance was in Paris in the Opera
Comique in ’93 and '96. After this en-
gagement she appeared by royal com-
mand at the Berlin Opera House, play-
ing in all, thirty-six performauces or
“Carmen” and “Mignon.”” Her next

appearance was in St. Petersburg by
imperial contract with the Imperial
Opera House. Here she was arrested
on the stage after a performance of
“Carmen” and sent to prison, the
same being located at St. Paul. ' This
was brought about by a Ukase of the
Czar’'s, thru an anonymous letter ac-
cusing her of being intatuated with the
Czar's brother. She was later mseat

‘back to Paris in charge of Cossack

soldiers. There she sued the Russian
Government for 100,000 roubles, receiv-
ed 11,000 roubles and a necklace as a
pardon, and an excuse from the Czar
himself. She still has the necklace,
which she wears in the last act of
“Migon.” Miss Laya i8 possessed of
a splendid voice and is said to be an
admirable comedienne.

Mile. Dumesnil appeared at the Opera
Comidque, Paris, from 1902 to 1908, sing-
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AT THE GRAND

David Higgins, a sterling and
favérite actor, ‘will - be seen at -the
Grand this week in his celébrated race
play “His Last  Dollar,” which is
superior ‘to anything in which he has
ever played.

The story of “His Last Dollar” opens
near New York City. Joe Braxton has
started llfedias a jockey down in Ken-
tucky, winning success as a rider for
Col. Downs, a noted and wealthy horse
dealer. But Joe yearns for other
things, and drifts west, and we first
see him entertaining a number of

friends at hig country~home—a mil-
lionaire. Meanwhile fortune ,ha.s turn-
ed agalnst his old~“employer, ' Colonel
Downs. His horses =have béen sold,
his lands have gone under the hammer,
gsickness has prostrated him and there

is nothing left for the once wealthy }

follower of the turf but the Kentucky
khomestead with its meagre acreage, and
a young horse, called ‘‘Mongrel.”

By far, the greatest possession of
the old colonel is a bright-eyed, plucky
daughter who, with all the grit of a
Kentucky thorobred, takes “Mongrel”
east to compete in the Great Futurity

and. are pressing for the payment of
$3000. They will not wait for the race.
In her financial straights, Eleanor, the
colonel’s daughter, seéeks Joe Braxton
to get him to buy and run her horse.
She tells her story. to Braxton, who
buys her horse, and then refuses to
take it from her. At the same time
he renews pleasant recollections of his
early life. Prior to this he has asked
a certain Viola Grayson to marry him,
and has been accepted.. Tom Linson,
his trusted friend and a Wall-street
broker, determines to ruin Joe with
the aid of Viola, his old sweetheart.

implicitly, drifts into ' the well laid
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Dainty and vivaclous Anna Blancke, | B8’ office, and” with ;| coneiderable show
a charming comedienne, who needs.no
introduction to the playgoers of To- | his premises,
ronto, will -he the leading feature in
this week’s program of refined vaude- {want to say to you, 'sir, that we. l
ville at the new. Majestic Music Hall, [ubon it _as one’ or ithe “ i)
beginning  to-morrow ' afternoon.: Mlag under it, and associated with M ‘trea
Blancke will offer her latest success, | 4'¢ sonie or the happlest memories of my

a one-act playlet, entitled “Freckles,” |of .us mourned for it as we wpuld .{or*b ‘
dramatized from: - Porter  HEmerson |'éative. We could not imagine what was

story of New York street-life.
Blancke assumes the character of “Kid |t should be- pums‘hrd }ust as tho it w
Guy.* It is a playlet of the cheering |d0ne murdeér:”

Brown’s story “The Proof,” a realistic | of your confounded wires -tretchedm‘% Y, Tletty " Kihg.

sort, which.serds a man/forth from |siderably moved.by . the- rightepus indig-
the theatre sirong to begin again’the |BAUON Of nis vieftur: $0 he hastened 1o

THREE ARTISTS APPEARtNG WITH OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN'S “OPERA
COMIQUE 'COMPANY,” AT THE ROYAL ALEXANDRA THIS WEEK.
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The object lesson is stro-'lg and: good man’'s-place ne Yound that the tree
and Miss Blancke's part suits her to|Yet alive, but feeble.  Kurther inv

perfection. She is surrounded by a |the fact that- one end of the wire
well-selected company.

' Next in order of -merit will be
| Brenck's famous Parigian Models, a i
| European act that has met with phe- !['Ol,re a:g:rcl?uws}:’%t‘?!lfum%r:?m:o:l‘;?zm
jnomenal success since ‘its arrival on |[mind, and this was his report:
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ing with Mary Garden in ‘“Carmen,”
“Migon’’ and all the modern operas,
was born in Versallles, the ancient
capital of France in 1880, and Is sald
to be the possessor of a soprano voice
the equal of which/is seldom heard n
this country. Her father is a general
in the Dragoons of Southern France.
Later she went to Paris, where she was
engaged at the Grand Theatre. She is

said to be a wonderful little actress.

Mlle. Delormes was born in Paris in
1887. 'This talented singer has had a
marvelous career, being engaged di-
rectly after a stay at -the National
Conservatory of Music at Paris by Mr,
Carri, for the Opera Comique. Here
she created numerous sensations in dif-
ferent plays. She then went to Lon-
don where she appeared at the Adelphi
Theatre and Covent Garden alternately
in grand and light opera. After 'a
triumphal tour in Russia, where she
was honored by the Royal Court, she
sang 330 times at the Folies Dramati-
ques In Paris, a theatre devoted to
operttas and opera houffes, and at
this theatre Mr. Oscar Hammerstein

found her and engaged her for his New | : e 4 | nel.”
ound her gag | monize well. The various scenes are | hel
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York and Philadeiphia opera houses.

Michel Defour is said to he possessed |
of a magnificent baritone voice and is

considered by experts in the musiéal

world as a natural rival and successof
of all baritones, past and present. |
Maurice Renard, artist, and also a

member of the Hammerstein Opera
Houses, says that Mr. Defour has the
greatest range that he has heard dur-
ing his long career and stay in the
principal opera houges in the world.
Defour is a young man, exactly 38
vears of age, and has been engaged
by Mr. Hammerstein for a term of five
vears. He will be heard in “Faust,”

“(‘armov ol 'hl’mes of Normandy” and |

“L.a Mascotte.

Miss Lalla Miranda is an Australi: nnl

by birth. She sang three consecutive
scasons at the Scala Opera Jouse l'n
Milan, four seasong at the Covent
Garden in

Europe. She will be heard for the first

time in Toronto in “Lucia,” in the part |
{ of the bride. She will also appear ln‘

Carmen’” and ‘‘Faust."” where shr will

alterpate with Miss Viecarino, another !

Lighly talented sgoprano.

London and, altho!'
{ still in her twenties, has sung in al-
most all the grand opera houses in |
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