
THE INDIANS OF EARLY CANADA

increasing numbers of their enemy. Encouratjed secretly by French

fur-traders, who told him that help was coniinp from France, and by

New Orleans' merchants who felt the competition of the English, he

laid his plans and, in May 1763, the whole western frontier was

a blaze of savage warfare. Detroit was closely besieged, after the

failure oi an attempt to surprise it, a detachment of troops Trom

Niagara was cut to pieces, Sandusky, Michilimackinac and <uher

places were taken and destroyed, while the frontiers of Pennsylvania,

Maryland, and Virginia flamed with the li^'ht f burning villages and

echoed to the cries of slaughtered settlers. Campaigns against the

Indians followed under Colonels Bouquet and Bradstrcet with vary-

ing success, and the war dragged on imtil 1 766, when Sir William

Johnson finally forced the submission of Pontiac. This ended the

struggle, and a year later the really great leader of his people was

killed in some private broil.

THEVENDANEGEA ANI» TECUMSEH

In the years which followed, Sir William Johnson, as English

Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Colonies, obtained a

a vast influence over the savages and especially over the Iroquois of

New York. When the Revolution broke out he espoused the Royal

cause and faithfully did the Indians join in fighting for it under the

leadership of Theyendanegea,—Captain Joseph Brant. This chief-

tain was another leader of the type of Pontiac, but without his sav-

agery of temperament, and with some of the trained qualities of

civilization. Able, honourable and courageous, he rendered great

service against the Continental forces. When the end came he led

the bulk of the Iroquois Loyalists from their historic homes and

comfortable farms to the banks of the Thames in Upper Canada, and

there they were supplied with land grants by the King, and settled

down to a life which was unbroken by war or strife until the days of

1 81 2. Then, once irtore, they took up arms under Tecumseh, and


