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mitted a slight personal deformity to darken his whole life,

there is a distance like that between heaven and earth.

I believe in the law of compensation. Human lot is,

on the whole, well averaged. A man does not possess

great gifts of person and of mind without drawbacks
somewhere. Either great duties are imposed upon him,
or great burdens are put upon his shoulders, or great

temptations assail and harass him. Something in his

life, at some time in his life, takes it upon itself to

reduce his advantages to the average standard. Na-
ture gave Byron club'bed feet, but with those feet she

gave him a genius whose numbers charmed the world
—a genius which multitudes of commonplace or weak
men would have been glad to purchase at the price of

almost any humiliating eccentricity of person. But they
were obliged to content themselves with excellent feet,

and brains of the common kind and calibre. Providence
had withered the little boy's leg, but the loudest song
I have heard from a boy in a twelvemonth came from
his lips, as he limped along alone in the open street

The cheerful heart in his bosom was a great compen-
sation for the withered leg ; and beyond this the boy
had reason for singing over the fact that he was forever

released from military duty, and fireman's duty, and all

racing about in the service of other people. There are*

individual cases of misfortune in which it is hard to de-

tect the compensating good, but these we must call the
" exceptions" which " prove the rule."


