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.v..iy Nccni fair in lliro] ij, but it is quite inappIlcMliIc U) prcr-

:icr. It is true that there is no Church on iTjih now-,

w iiicli is /// (/// respels the same 'Nvith tlic I'riinitive (Jiuu^li

ill the (lays of (lu- .Vr,()sil(> ; and yet tli" Primitive (/'hurch

Is certainly n jn'o^i ulcd somew here at tlie presc ut day, in its

essential I'eatui'cs, llioii^ii ;iv)[ in its accident j1 circum.stanccs.

I am, then, in tlic fir.>l place, a Christian—ti;at is, a nu-ni-

i)er of the ruiveis;,!, or (atliolic Chiu'ch ol' Ciirist ; then,

in the second ])laee, ])eli:\ in;;- that the Clnirch of Home has

ernnl iVom the truth ol llie (i(»p;l. \ am a mcmhcn* of the

liefornuHl, or i'rotestant ])ortion of tiie Christian Church ;

and in thi' third ])lace, !)eini;' convinct-d that the ('hurcli of

l'hiL;lai)(l, with all lu r Ini])ertections, is a sound branch of

the Catholic ('hurch of Christ, I, desire to retm-n to her

conununioii. because I am satisfied that she is rii-htlv re-

ibimcd, according)' to tlie V< ord of (iod, and the doctrine of

the I'rinutive Church, and that she possesses the highest

claims on our veneration and obedience, among the Protes-

tant ( hurches of Christendom. AN'hatever advantages the

Church of Piome may liave over Protestant Dissenters, on

th ground of A])()st()lical succession and an ancient

Llturgv, the Chui'ch of Ihigland certainly possesses the

same advantages ; and A\liatevcr advantages Protestant

J)issenters mav hav(> over tlw Church of Home, on the

ground of Srri])tural jnirity of doctrine and worship, the

Church oi' ]higl;;nd may laii'ly claim the same advantages ;

and thus she h.ipi/ilv combines iMangelical truth with

Apostolical order, in her Ecclesiastical constitution. In-

deed, as to the uninterLupted succession of Pishops in the

national Church of the mother country, she admits of no

competition what(>ver. it has been truly observed that

•' the oitlujdox and undoubted Bishops of Great Britain

and Ireland ai-e the only persons who, in any manner.


