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may be turned away from us. On thefe days of faft-

ing and prayer they will publicly honor God and reli-

gion, afcribe righteoufnefs to their Maker in bringing

calamities upon us, confefs before him all their fins,

and renouncing dependence on an arm of flefh, alk

help from heaven. When a nation under any heavy

judgment perfifts in its wickednefs, its doom ap-

proaches. But when a guilty people condemn them-

felves, juftify the Lord, and look up to heaven for help,

their meafure of iniquity is not full, mercy is in ftore

for them. Did not God prolong his patience towards

Ahab, merely becaufe of his external humiliation ? In

the reformation which took place in the time of Joli-

ah, multitudes turned to the Lord only in appearance,

yet his anger was turned av/ay from them for a feafon.

Had Sodom contained but ten righteous perfons, that

corrupt city had been fpared. And will not God fpare

this great nation ? will he not hear the prayers that

are offered, and fave his heritage from reproach ? O
let us fearch ourfelves, and try our ways, and turn un-

to the Lord. Sin is a reproach to any people ; righte-

oufnefs exalteth a nation. Let us call to mind our own
fms, and the fins of this land, and humble ourfelves

for them before God. Let us unite with our repen-

tance and fafting, earneft prayer to God for our coun-

try. Let us pray that the calamity that has come up-

on us may humble the people, and be overruled for

their good. J^ow therefore^ faith the Lord, Turn ye

even to me with all your heart, and withfafting, and with

weeping, and with mourning, and rend your heart, and not

your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God, for he is

gracious and merciful,ftow to anger, and ofgreat kindnefsy

and repenteth him of the evil.

Amen.
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