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nicipal government for them. He had previously ffi-
duced^he converts to agree to the following, among
-other conditions :—" Powawing" anrf drunkenness were
to be punished with a fine of 20s. for each offense; the
person convicted of stealing was to restore fourfold the
-aoiount taken; the profaner of the Sabbath was to be
finM20s.; a wife-beater was to pay the same fine;
while\murder and monstrous crimes were to be punished
with dn^ath. The converts likewise agreed to pray in
their wigwams, to say grace before and after meat, to
cease howling, greasing their bodies, and adorning their
h4ir, and to follow the English fashions.

Eliot held that all governments should be founded
on the pattern given in the Old Testament; he was
anxious that England should set an example in this
respect, hoFding that "it would be a blessed day in
England when the word of God shall be their Magna
Gharta and chief law book, and when all lawyers shall
be divines and study the Scriptures." .It was natural,
then, that he should give effect to his views at Natick[

'

and should persttade the Indians there to divide th^
community into hundreds and tithi'ngs, and should ap;
point rulers over hundreds, rufers over fifties, and rulers
over tens, or tithing men. He enjoined the-payment of
tithes on strictly scriptural grounds, and the Indians
consented to do as he desired. Having settled the
manner in which, subject to the. General Court of Masi
sachusetts, these Indians should govern themselves,
Eliot induced theip to enter into a solemn covenant!
On the 6th of August, 165 1, they assembled together,
and, after "' ' •.,....

djyincaeryicft, the following -dcckmfe
ceived their assent :

—

••We arc the jiqiis of Adim. We and our ferefathcM


