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to his cidcft Ton. But thcfc valuable cffcd^s
were thrown into another lake, in the valley of
Orcos, fix leagues S. of Cufco : and though
numbers of Spaniards, animated with the flat-
tering hopes of fuch immenfe treafure, made
frequent attempts for recovering it, yet from the
great depth of water, and the bottom being co-

' vered with flime and mud, all their endeavours
were rendered fruitlefs. For though its circuit
is not above half a league, yet the depth of wa-
ter in molt places is not leis than 23 or 24 fa-
thoms.

^ Towards the fouth part of Titic^ca lake, the
banks approach one another, fo as to form a
kind of bay terminating in a river, called El Dc-
faguadero, or the drain j and afterwards forms
the lake of Paria, which has no vifible outlet

:

but its many whirlpools fufficiently indicate that
the water ifTues by a fubterraneous paffage.
Over the river El Defaguadero ftill remains the
bridge of rufhes invented by Capac-Yupanqui,
the fifth Ynca, for tranfporting his army to the
other fide, in order to conquer the provinces of
Collafuyo. The Defaguadero is here between
80 and 100 yards in breadth, flowing with a
very impetuous current under a fmooth, and as
it were, flceping furface. The Ynca, to over-
come this difliculty, ordered four very large
cables to be made of a kind of grafs, which co-
vers the lofty heaths and mountains of that
country, and by the Indians called ichu : fo
that thefe cables were the foundation of the
whole ftruaure. Two of thefe being laid acrofs
the water, fafcines of dry juneira, and totora,
two fpecics of rufhes, were faften,ed together,

and


