
WRIGHT. ^^^i WVTHE. 795

justice for B most linnorobln rMion, to

prevent a RUHpicioii, timt liii political

courne wns inllncticfd by the hope of of-

fice. Ill thu revolution his m-nse of duty
restrained him from CHpoiiHinu llio cause
of indepi'ndence. Lniving liis country
he eiiiliarked for Knijland, and was 8lii|)>

wrecki'd on the coast of Holland and lost

in Sept. 1777; liis inliint son whh saved.

A mnnumi*nt to his memory in Wentiniii-

ister abbey exhihin the mclnncboly scene

of his Inst moments. Ho was a man of
talents, and eloipience, and many virtues.

He published Reasons f)r not concurring

in the non importation resolution, 17C9.

WRIGHT, Nathaniel H., a popt,

was born in Concord, Mass. in 1787,
nnd educated as a printer in Boston,
where ho edited the Kaleidoscope, and
died May IB, 1824, aged 37. He pub-
lished the full of Palmyra, a poem ; Hos-
ton, or a touch at the times, a small pam-
phlet.

WYLLIS, George, governor of Con-
necticut in 1042, came from England to

Hortford in 1638 and died in March 1644.

He was eminently pious, and from regard

to the purity of divine worship left a fine

estate in the county of Wir\\
I ind en-

countered the hurdshi' i a wilderness.

His descendants are >; stinguished in the

civil history of ( rm^rticut. His son,

Samuel, died M;iy .SO, i709 ; the charter

in the time of Andrns was concealed in

a hollow oak, sending in front of his

house, callisl charier-oak. Hezckiah,

the son of Samuel, was secretary, and
died in l7.'}4. George, the sonof Heze-
kiah, died Apr. 24, 1796, aged 85, being

annually chosen secretary 61 years till his

death. Samuel, the son of George, died

June 9, 1823, aged 85. He also was sec-

retary from 1796 to 1809,—the family hol-

ding the olHce 98 successive years. He
was besides, in the rank of colonel, a sol-

dier of the revolution, and maj. gen. of
the militia. Col. Hezekiah W, died in

April 1827, aged 80.

WYNxNE, J. H., published a General

History ofthe British Empire in America,

2 vols. 8vo. 1770.

WYTHE, George, chancellor of Vir-

ginia, and a distinguished friend nf hi*

country, was born in the county nf Biliza

belh city in 1720. His father was a res-

pectable liirmer, and his mother was •

woman of uncommon knowledge and

strength of mind. She taught the Latin

language, wUh which she was intimately

ocquaintedjlnd which she spoke fluent-

ly, to 'Jier son ; but his education wai

in other res|)ecls very much neglec-

ted. His parents having died before he

attained the age of twenty one years, like

many unthinking youths he commenced
a career of dissipation and intemperance,

and did not disengage liiinself from it

before ho reached the ago of thirty. He
ihen bitterly lamented the loss of those 9

years of his life, and of the learning,

which during that period he might have

acquired. But never did any man more
eflfctually redeem his time. From the

moment, when ho resolved on reforma-

tion, he devoted himself most intensely

to his studies. Without the assistance

of any instructor be acquired an accurate

knowledge of the Greek, and he read the

best authors in that as well as in the Latin

language. He made himself aUo a pro-

found lawyer, becoming perfi ^ ily versed

in the civil and common law, and in the

statutes of Great Britoin and Virginia.

The wild and thoughtless youth was
now converted into a sedate and prudent

man, delighting entirely in literary pur-

suits. When the timearrived,which heav-

en had destined (or the separation of the

wide, confederated republic of America

from the dominion of Great Britain, he

was one of the instruments in the hand

of providence 'or accomplishing that

great work, lie took a decided part in

the very first movements of opposition.

Not content merely to fall in with the

wishes of his fellow citizens, h' assisted

in persuading them not to submit to Brit-

ish tyranny. With hia pupil and friend

Thomas JefTerson, he roused the people

to resistance. As the controversy grew

warm, his zeal became proportionably

fervent. Before the war commenced he

was elected a member of the Virginia us-

sembly. After having been for some


