
JOHN KNOX AND HIS RELATIONS
TO WOMEN
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Private Lifb

To those who know Knox by hearsay only, I belieye the
matter of this paper will be somewhat astonishing. For
the hard energy of the man in all public matters has
possessed the imagination of the world; he remains for

posterity in certain traditional phrases, browbeating Queen
Mary, or breakin^ «autiful carved work in abbeys and
cathedrals, that had long smoked themselves out and were
no more than sorry ruins, while he was still quietly teaching
children in a country gentleman's family. It does not con-
sist with the common acceptation of his character to fancy
him much moved, except with anger. And yet the language
of passion came to his pen as readily, whether it was a
passion of denunciation against some of the abuses that
vexed his righteous spirit, or of yearning for the society of
an absent friend. He was vehement in affection, as in
doctrine. I will not deny that there may have been, along
with his vehemence, something shifty, and for the moment
only

J that, like many men, and many Scotchmen, he saw
the worid and his own heart, not so much under any very
steady, equable light, as by extreme flashes of passion, true
for the moment, but not true in the long rua There
does seem to me to be something of this traceable in the


