
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

that his fellow collegian, Lord Lincohi,

introduced him as a most promising

recruit to his father the old Duke of

Newcastle, the highest of Tories, and

Gladstone was elected to Parhament

for Newark, a borough under the

Duke's influence. I have been allowed

to read the correspondence, and there

is nothing in it derogatory to the

young man's independence.

Oxford was the heart of clericism

as well as Toryism, and the advance

of Liberahsm threatened the Anglican

State Church, as well as the oligarchy

of rotten boroughs. The Tractarian

movement of sacerdotal reaction was

already on foot. Gladstone imbibed the

ecclesiastical as well as the political

spirit of the place, and formed a friend-

ship, which proved lasting, with the
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