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necessity of tlie case, he tlie I'acl. The older parts ol' the

West, who use these channels, are filling" np with people;

while far beyond, new openini^s are; bein^" njade in rich

and pro(hirtive hinds. NotliiiiL!' can stay its forward

i»i'owth.

'This coinnieree, like tliat of the Lakes, has already be-

come so larue, such immense amotnits of jjroperty pass

them exi>o.s('d to all the dang-ers of their navigation, that a

settled and deep conviction has taken possession of the

public mind, sometliinL'' must be done for its protection.

The remedy is l)eyond the j)ower of individual effort, and

not within the prescribed duties and rights of the several

States through wliicli these Lakes and Rivers run. The

necessity and the duty, thei-efore, I'alls u|)on the General Go-

vernment to step Ibrward (md do what no one else can do,

(uid thus confer honor on itself, in consulting- die best inter-

'stsof the ))resent many, and die coming- millions, who will

time inhabit these portions of our common country.

" Having- thus answered your several questions, I will,

as invited, make some general remarks appertaining- to the

business.

"Almost every othei- port around these Lakes, as well

as Buffalo, (vlev(;land and Sandusky, are visited by foreign

vessels
;
but from them only, have I seen any report ])ub-

lished, of the numljer which has entered and cleared.

These (breign vessels tlo not visit our ports merely Ibr die

pur])ose of introducing imports for sale, but to purchase

and carry ott' our own products.

"A very extensive business is done at the ports of Black

River, Grand River, Ashtabula, Conneaut, Barcelona, Silver

Creek and Cattai-augus, on Lake Erie, in die aggregate to

several millions of dollars; but I am not iu possession of


