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there are Profiles to every Plate (that cannot be
well underftood without them) the whole 1$

eafy to be underftood.

' That Fortification has not been much Im-
proved in many Years paft, is owing, I think, to

found Theory and Pradice being Seldom found

in Perfons of fuch Rank and Credit as are gene-

rally imployed to fortify Towns : And if fome
ingenious Man, by great Application in a low
Station of Life, does fometimes attain to found

Theory along with Pradlice, he feldom has the

Means to make his Abilities fufficiently known
to the World; for all the Endeavours a
Man in low Circumftances can make Ufe of, to

get into a Station where he can make Ufe of
fuch AbilidoG as are here meant, are eafily baffled

by fuperior judges.

What I have faid of Foundations and Walls,

is deduced from the Practice and Experience of
above Thirty Years, in almoft all Kinds of
Foundations and Walls, both in the Sea and on
dry Land. It may feem to fbme Readers almoft

impracticable to conftrudt a Machine to lower

Pieces of Mafonry of about forty Tons, which
I. have fpoken of in treating oflaying Founda-
tions in me Sea : But in the firft Place it ought

to be confidered that it is much eafier to lower

forty TonSj, than to raife fo great a Weight j and
there cannot be fo much Difficulty and Expence
in making a Machine to lower Forty Tons, as

would
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