
XIV. Eastern Buundahy (Question. 1.S8')
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Howpvur, wluMi tlie Mill was in Ooinmittci' (Anii.'xuri! 9, Hansard, [> i;?47) Mr. Christy
iiiodilicd iiis iiiti^ndcd ainiMKliiiiMif, and siiliniittcd that tlic i^asttirn lioiiiidary should lie " tlie

" inaiii-fliain of tlic liocky Mnniitains," and thi- iiorthrni lioiiiidary " Siiiipson's Uivcr and tlio

" [''inlay Inancli uf (lie I'cacc ilivcr.
"

TIk'sc auK'nchiicnts wvn' adi)|it<'(l. As rc^anis tiic expression " main cliain of the Jim ky
Mountains," it is to lie observed tiiat it is praetically synonymous with tlu^ water-shed houiidary

(leserii>ed in clause I —as the clause was orit;inally sidnnittpd, for it is the main-chain of tlie

Rocky Mountains which foi'ins the divide hetweeii the waters ilowiui; into the I'aciiic and into

the Atl'Uitic and Icy Oceans from the United States to north latitude r)") '.

((Colonial < Mlice Ijihrarv No. I(!l) A reference lo Mr. Wyld's larije 4 slieet maji of I'l'ltisli

North .VuH'i'ica, 1 S"J.'), atlbrds an explanation of .Mr. Olwisty's amendmoits. On that iriap it

will lie seen that the. Rocky Mountain chain is stronj,dy (hdineated from the United States

lioundary northwai'd, to a point ahout r)7 noith latitude, whei-i^ tlie Finlay hrandi of P(^acti

Ki\-er is shown as commencint;; then carryini^ the <'ye westward, Simpson's liiver may he

noted as running; due westward into the norihi'rn extremity of Oliseivatory Inlet, at, approxi

mately, ••<) north latitmle; the two ri\crs forming an almost continuous line.

The part of the mountain chain is also shown as running east and w(^s(, along (he north

of l''inl.iy lliver, accounting for Mr. (Jhristy's remark on second reading.

It may lie reasonalily assumed then that Mr. (Jhristy rc^ferred to this map and desired to

ado|it, the.si' supposed geiigrapliical features instead of a ]iarallel of latitude, lioth liecauseof the

convenience of such natural features in murking lioundaiN' lines, and also to make certain of

including the sources of the l''raser lti\cr in the ne\. Colony on ac('onntof their supposed gold-

hearing character.

(Annexure l.'i) The Simpson's I! i\ er, appuiently copied hy .\rro\\ smith (whose map was
laid liefore the Select (Vimmittee) from W'ylds map (IHlTi) of North America, does not really

exist.. W'yid took t he precaution to indicate that the ri\eii had not lieen explored. Arrow-
smith neglected this important point.

Hut uiidel' these circumstances, iind with the sligliest topograjihical kn<iwle<lge of the

territory then availalile, it was iiat'n'al foi' Sir l'>. liytton, who lu i charge of tli(^ Bill, to

descrihe these amendments as "one or two verhal alterations onl_y." lie ri'fei-red to the

amendment.s in those tei'ius on tin lOth July, li'^TiS, when the liill was recommitted (.Vnnexure

1 1, Hansard, •'h'd series, vol. eli., ]). I7ti7): and the langiinge of Sir l>. I.ytton on that occasion

is consistent only with the supposition that the eastern lioundary did not encroach on liujHU't's

iiand, which, as has l>e<'u shown, he had alrea<ly atKrnied, with the genei'al assc^ntof the House,
should not Im^ encroached upon without further investigation and a jiulicial deci.sion as to the,

rights of the Hud.sons liay t'om]iany under theii' eliart("r.

The eastern lioun<laiy of British Columliia was not, sulise(|uently, discussed or changed in

I iSI)-") or I I'^liti (.Vnnexure ;( and 1), when .Vets detining the lioundaries of British Columhia
were passed Lord Honoughmore in li"^();i, on the second rea<lingof the liill for the Act jiassed

in that yeai' (llan.sard, ."hd series, viA. elxxii., p. 54), incidentally referred to reports of gold

Ixiing discoventd " on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountains, on the head-waters of the
" Saskatclu'wan Ri\i'r, as well as on the western side," in su]iport of liis contention that (com-

munication should III' estalilished from Uanada across t he continent. But the rivei' Saskatchewan
was admitted to lie wholly within liupert's Land, and His Lordshi)) made no suggestion that

the I'astern houudai'y of British (,'olumliia should he changed. On the contrary, recognizing

the existence of the Hudson's Bay claims on the eastern side of the mountains, IHs Lordsliij)

remarked (Annexure, p. "(5) that he lielieved the Hudson's liay (company hnd heen a coinplute

liar to the progress of the country.

Hence it is concinded the western limitof liupert's Liind was from liSoSto lf>0() recognized

to lie the water-shed line of the Rocky .Mountains.

That ill flehning British Columhia the Oovernment and Parliament intended to avoid

encrriaching on Rupert.'s Land.

That, conseipicntly, they could not coiisisti^ntly, and did not, indicate an eastern boundary
for British (ioluuihia to the eastward of the Rocky Mountains' water-shed.

'"inally, it, will lie found that the main-chain <if tlie I'ocky Mountains, or their watcT-shed

lin is that whi<!li is shewn as thic eastern lioundary of British Columliia (.\nfiexure 10) on

the otiiuial map of British Columliia of 1S7<>, liy the Hon. Mr. Trutcli, aiipointed in lf'(70

(Annexure ;')) with other delegates to negotiate with the (lovcrnment of the Dominion of

'

(.<anaila foi' th lion of liritish Columliia with the Dominion.


