
JOURNAL Of
4411

E IIUCATION,

VOL. XVI. TORONTO: MARCH, 1863. No. 3.

CONTENTS OF THIS NUMER. PoGE

. WGRAYVÀR SCnCOL lBit-
Cir.itla thpe nburg bo h Hones of the Legislature................. 33
Resolutiois at County School Conventions, in r-eward to Gram Schools. 36
Bill for the fither Improemeit of Grammar Sehoos .............. 38
Explanatory Memioraiuliiin on Graminar School Amendmenit Bill......... 39

IT. PAPEPS ON CLA sISCAL SUBJECTS .................. ......................... 40
11. EnrcTnoN <Is VAIUROrs tCosUTRIs-(1) The Report on Education for

Lowe- Crnaqla. (2) Mlitary Sohools in Lower Canada. (3 Bducatlon
Of n)otitute Ciidien, Motrcal. (4) New Eogland Society Instititte at
Mohawk. (5) A Gliipe of Afrirn Schools. (6) Prussian chouls...... 41

IV. PA"î s oi PHACTICAL EDUCATION..................... -.... -. . ......... 43
V. BliaoltP;î;C.Àrý SEETCflES-NO. 10. The Matqti of Lanodowne. K-G.

Il. tM>id Pbvictnrtoy or Siypt. 12. H4>ruce Vernet. 13. The Rev.
D . r. 14. D Cvid E Iobli, Eq. 15. lHei. Dom nique Mondelet.
](1. Tras 'tmotio. Eq 17. Mr. John Rian. 18. Monent to the
VryRs.rCanl 9 ateb8 Wlam Napier................ 44

"F~ICELNOUS.............................................................
P&PS.NATURAL HlqTORT....................................... ...... 4

Vu.EIt.AINAL lNlE:LL1GENCE ...................................... A
1X. DErARTME.NTAL NoTICES AND ADVERTISEMENTB ....... ........ 48

NEW GRAMMAR SCHOOL BILL.
Circltar to the Members of both Houses of the Legislature, on the

Bill for the further Improvement of Grammar &hools in U. 0.
Si,-Several members of the Legislature expressed to me

lately at Quebec, and on my way thence to Toronto, a wish that
I would furnish, in the form of a Circular, more extended ex-
planatory remarks on the Grammar School Improvement Bill
than those contained in the brief memorandum whieh accom-
panied its distribution.

The present state of the law, and the necessity of further
legaI provision for the improvement of Grammar Schools, will
be better understood by reference to the origin and objects of the
existing Grammar School Act. In 1850, the lon. Robert
Baldwin, after lie had devoted nearly two days with me in ex-
aminiing and maturing the Bill, which became the Common
Schjool Act of 1850, (the charter of our school system), asked
me if I could not codify and reduce to one Act the several
Gramrnar School Acts of Upper Canada. After some reflection,
I replied that, if he would furnish me with a list of these Acts,
I would examine them aud give him an answer in a few days.
After examining and considering these Acts, I waited upon
Mr. Baldw in and told him that before I could undertake the
task lie had proposed, it would be necessary for me tp know
whether he assented to principles which I considered essential
to any use!ul amendmeuts of the Grammar Sehool Law ; that
the great desideratum in regard to the Grammar Schools was
the means of support; that there was no other source to look
to for that purpose than the municipalities in which the Gram-
mar Schools vere established ; but that they had no hold upon
the interest or synpathiies of the people-being regarded as
select schools for the few, and managed by the Government
through trustees and masters of its own appointment, for the

alleged benefit of its own officers and special friends; that the
niunicipalities could not be expected .to contribute to their sùp-
port unless they had some control over them. I also stated
to Mr. Baldwin that I did not think the Grammar Schools
could be made efficient and useful as they ought to be unless
they were made schools of the municipalities, instead of schools
of the Crown-the Crown relinquishing the appointment of
trustees and masters ; and furthber, that it was essential to tle
efficiency and success of these schools, that the Grammar
School Grants should be apportioned upon the sanie prin-
ciple and conditions as the Common School Grants,5  Mr.
Baldwin concurred in these views; ind the draft of a conscli-
dated Grammar School Act was prepared accordingly, and
printed by order for consideration. Mr. Baldwin retired from
office, and I requested his'successor the two following years not
to proceed with the Grammar School Bi11, as I coubi not then
undertake any work in addition to that of maturing the crgani-
zation of the Common School system. In 1853 the request
was again made to me, and I prepared the draft of the présent
Grammar School Act. I proceeded to Quebec to sublmit al
discuss its provisions with the Upper Canada members of the
Cabinet. The Premier (Hon. Mr. Ilincks) favoured the adop-
tion of my draft of Gramm.r School Bill without alteration;
but three other mermbers of the Cabinet thought the assessrment
clauïe had better b deferred until I got the Grammar Schools
organized into something like i genéral system. I urged that
without that characteristic and ëssential feature of the Common
School system, no material improvement could be efrected in the
condition and character of the Grammar Schools; but after
some two hours' discussion, I consented (unwisely and unfor-
tunately, as I have ever since thought) to omit the assessment
clause from the draft of Bill, and to postpone it for future cor.-
sideration. The consequence is, thrit the Grammar Schonl
systen is essentially defective ; the Grammar Schools hiav-
been hobbling o. one leg and makng little progress (except
from the influence of the general regulations and inspection),
while the Common Schools have been rapidly advaning, aided
by the two-fold support of legislative appropriation and local
assessment. Thete are, indeed, exceptions. There are cases in
which the Gratnmar School, from peculiar circumstances of
place, tëacher, special resources, is worthy of the riame ; there
are aiso cases idi which the union of the Grammar and Common
Schools of tie place has operated beneficially; but these are
exceptions to the $eneral rue, as to the helpless condition and


