
VICTIM OF THE IROQUOIS 15

he said, “God has always given me a great desire to 
consecrate myself to His service by the vows of re­
ligion in His holy Society. Up to this my sins have 
rendered me unworthy of this grace. Nevertheless 
I hope that our Lord will be pleased with the offer­
ing which I now wish to make to Him by taking in 
the best way I can the vows of the Society in the 
presence of God and before you.” 1

We have here another instance of the influence 
his few months in religion had on the life of René 
Goupil. Undoubtedly he had learned in the nov­
itiate in Paris, that while one’s actions done without 
the obligation of doing them might be more pleasing 
to God than corresponding actions done under oblig­
ation, if the former proceeds from a more intense 
love of God, he had also learned that, other things 
being equal, actions done under vow are more per­
fect than those done without it, and he was wise 
enough to wish to profit to the full by his present 
sad plight. Father Jogues sympathised with the pious 
desire of the holy young man, and allowed him to take 
the vows which admitted him into the Order. This 
new obligation would bind him more closely to God 
and give a double merit to the sufferings he was now 
undergoing for His sake.

The canoes had been on the road eight days; and 
were still on Lake Champlain, when two hundred Iro­
quois were sighted. These savages were encamped on 
an island and were on their way to attack the French. 
The arrival of a score of prisoners was hailed by them

1 Jesuit Relations, Clev. edit., vol. xxviii, p. 121.


