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they had for many years deemed ifbr loft. The
fati5fa£tron my prefence gave them, of which they

had been ib long deprived, it is nof. to. be expreifed

;

and the comfort I enjoyed in the profpe£^ of feeing

STf neareft relations, was in fome degree a folace for

the miferies 1 had undergone. But, even in tins, hard

fortune purfued me ftill, and my troubles were
not yet at an end. New enemies ftarted up, wha,
as if the abettors of thofe who laid the fnare for

mc when a child, now contrived a new fpecies of

.captivity for me, when I was a, man. They be^

l^rudged me my liberty, and the freedom I took to

relate my misfortunes ; in order, therefore, ta fup-

p.refs a difagreeable truth, they .again depriived mc
of it for a time ; deftroyed pny means of fubfiflence,

at)d loaded jne with infamy and- reproach.} frora

which, thanks to the juftice of my caufe and th^

integrity of my judges, I have at laft been honour-

,ably delivered . Kidnapnng, a fpecies; of trade

followed by thcfe monflers of impiety for the luft

of gain, may be compared to the prad^ices of the

^favages formerly mentioned, who, to gratify their

•propeniity to -mifchief, cut, mangle, burn,^ and dr-

ftroyj all the innocent people they can catch. And
furcly the guilt of the kidnapped muft be much
greater than that of the favage. race^ who boaft

!iiot X)f humanity. If the latter commit fuch crimes,

it is again ft thofe they imagine to be their enc-

*}ihi^9^' for the fak^ of plunder j but the former are

voiijpf aU excufe. What then can fome of the

w^rwy merchants of Aberdeen fay for themfelves.

•Irrpmpted by avar<ice, and defpifing the laws of

^€k>d and.all civili2;ed nations, have they not been
.guilty of this atrocious crime ? And does not the

blood ofv.the innocent, feveral of whom "have difed

«nder the hands of thdr cruel mafters, ery againft

them fdt vengeance ? €ertaih it' is, that ihis- e»6i.

icrable pra^ice of kidnapping was put in execution
- from


