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From tlial declaration, it is clear thai its authors believed

tliat haptisiii loas a saviu):; ordiuanci\ so thai iiilant baptism was
really an outj^rowtli of '•' baptisiinil rcgcutratioit.'''' And that is

the only reason those 66 bishops ^ive tor bapti/in<^ infants.

Observe that they make no appeal io the AVa' /'cstanicnt; thev
]')ro(luce not o?ie solitary passage from the (iospe^ or lipistles ;

the\' point us to not one preeept, eoniniand^ or example to sup-

port their monstrous and impudent mandate. Hut se'tino-

aside the revealed will of God, the plain eo/ninands of Christy

and \\\ii praetires of the Apostles ; they of their y'/YV itv'//, set up
an instit Mion, which has been associated with the darhest er-

rors, fro.i the day of its origin until now.
"• The sign of the r/7'.w was an earlv superstitif)n among

ancient christians; whate\'er they were doing dressing, jiut-

ting on their shoes, sitting down to meals, wherever thev

were going, to a feast, or a bath, or to bed, or n from home
thev returned, thev used the sign of the cross. Of course at

the baptism of an infant, it was had in reijuisition. The in-

fant was sometimes immersed thrice, had put into its little

mouth milk and honey, and was not only anointed with holy

oil, but had aetnally administered to it the elements (f the "' Lord s

Slipper.'''' J^etbre Pedo-baptism appeared— or around it when
it did appear—the doctrines of baptismal regeneration—of

purgatory-of prayers for the dead—^of consecration of baptis-

mal water-^^and the use of Sponsors—as well as a whole host

of the most absurd and silly mummeries—all tbund standing

ground."
Let me remind \ou that, the baptism of infants authorized

by Cyprian's council, was not " infant sprinkling,'" but u /as

'•'•infant immersion,"'' as it is in the Greek Church ( Russia ) to-

day. It was only in cases oi severe siehuss and apj^jroaching

death that '•'•sprinkling"' was substituted for '•'•baptism;'" and t(»

show that " sprinkling '" even in such emergencies was'/(7

regarded \\i^ An equivalent \.o "baptism," I here quote from a

w^ork by two great Pedo-baptists Drs. Storr and Flatt— •'•Jjib-

lical Theology," Article J^aptism. "-Immersion was so cus-

tomar}' in the ancient Church, that even in the third ctinixxYx

the baptism of the siek, who were merely sprinkled ivitli water,

was entirely narlected l)y some, and by others was thoin'ht in-

ferior to the baptism ol those who were in health, and who re-


