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Heneurable gentlemen know that in the
fiscal ver1928 our export of automobiles
droppcd by $5,000.000 w-bile, our imports in-
creased by $20O00O,000. But do honourable
gentlemen apprecifc tlic fart f-bat -in fliat
saine y car ciii expcrts cf Iiîmber, the product
of thte fcrest and the labonr of tbe Canadian
people. decrcased by $13,000,000 as ccmparcd
witli the prcccding vear?

1 cail particulai attmntion te tîtese items
witlî a x icx of making ocar flic fact, that
with cîinîailod cxports and inereased imipcrts
cf d-îiry and itanuiifa:ctturcd prcducts, the
absorptlion cf immigrants becomnes a ýproblem
tîtat is net so c:txx' cf solution as mnay appear
àt fir.z gl-tnce.

Noxx mav xve t urn for a nmoment te cuir
mntiactf: uriiing induistrie-s? II w-as fnily satid
iii anothei- place a couple cf da ' s ago tîtat
necithtir t liat clcment, cf soc-iety fhtt lit-es on
flue land andi is ccmrnonl1y known as farmners.

noIfiat Iltige portion cf our people classified
as i ii tri ila wcrk crs. hais been pa rticul arly

pejiti-(luiug the pasf vear. Tliey have
liad ip lcyineni, peritapa, te as great an
eýxtîcit as îluring soine yc crs past. but tbey
liavu itot cidx\ancpd ii wcalth on flic ecntrary,

li hve licen b-arely able te live. The sta-
tistie- cf flic Denartnienf. nf Tqn,. t Lwtat
xx'lilc ciîipîevmenf opporfunities have be-ci
catial te. or a lit tlc 1hi fui i thaiit. fiese fer
scua ie yai's pn cedliig, flic earniugs cf ciii
xvorkiiîen have flot, inecased. alt bougli there
lits been a slýiht inox ement upward in tue
eo4s, cf living.'

lni 1911 Canada had a population cf about
6,i millionsý, anti in 1921 we numbered 8 ýmil-
lions, or- a Ilittle nmore, an incri-ase cf .approx-
imaîelv 12; millionis for flac feu ycarsý. Yet
thie Gcx ernrnnfs cxvi records show that
appi-cximately 7,000 fewcr people were cm-
picy 'vd in inaniifacturing plants in Canada in
1925 thIn in 1910. That appeare.d to mne as a
vei'v -iciflinît fact. wlien 1 disccvercd it. 1
folîîîî thiat in 1917 we had 552,96,8 wage
carriers em-plc -ved in Canada's forfv lea-ding
indus-tries. andi in 1925 these saine industries
,enplo ' vd 466,602 xvorkers--a. decrease of
rctigli-ly 86,000. Thiese xvcrkers e-arned an
average cf $760 each in 1917 acd $971 each
iin 1925. an increase of 27 per cent, whiclî in-
crease xvas approximatefly un keeping with the
adx-aîce in the cost cf living du'ring the sa-me
pericd. 1I leave it to the judgment cf laonour-
abîle gcentlemen xvbefher in 1928, on an average
annual inccsme cf the size 1 bave mcntioned,
fbere xxas any great oppcrtunity to prosper
axailable to tbose 466,000 industrial workers,
pi-chably tbe maj crity cf them being fhe
becîls cf fanailies and maintaining- homes.

lion. mi. ROBERTSON.

Again. of flic nearly haîf a million eim-
ployees in manufactýuring industries in Canada,
23 per' cent are women and girls. We find
tha[t the bcads of faînilies are being gradually
crowded out of employaient, while t.heir places
are- being taken by those who have not the
sanie responsibilities.

I think it is therefore cîcar that the manu-
factîîring industry is flot absorbing, and
conseqîîently' is not requiring, vcry many im-
migrants. The fart that ils requirements are
bccoming less and less each year is flot due
f0 a dccrease in the volume of production, for
the figýures show there has been a substanfial
încrease. 1 think it is cîcar to anyone who
considlers the situat ion why immigration is
more difficuit to obtain and absorb now than
it w-as in 1913 and prior thereto. The adx'ance
cf science, the imiprovement of mnechanical
equipiment, and the tremendous advancc in
efficiene of operation and mtanagement of
Cata <Han inidustries have so increased pro-
duction and les-ellabour requireliien fs thai
iticreallsetl inmigration caîinot lac absorl tit info
oui, indusf-nl i ife under presen t coniilio n-c

Hon. -Mr. 13ELCOURT: Tlîat is flic old
toy Ihtii bas becia repeatcd for cnuis

Heni\Mr. ROI3ERTSOýN. Nuw, my hionour-
ale friend flic lcader of the Governînent, aînd
1 fliiîk the nioveci of titis motion, as xvcll as
the Primte Minister in anotlier place, referreà
I o t ransportation. Some of thema made the
satenit that transport-ation could ho fairly

e niltitda promotecr of thie indutst ries. 'lo
a very large extent tbat is truc, but when my
bonotîrable fricnd refera to the transportation
activities of Canada as beiiag also prosperous
1 do not know whcther he lias clcarly in bis
own niind the whole ,,foiy as to, how fliat
actuallv camne to be.

He refcrred f0 this lieuse not, having,
approveil of certalin brandi line extensions,
that wcre aakcd for a few y-cars ago. Tbcre
tii-i- oe i lix-enix- branch lines inchidcd ini a
blanket Bill, and tlie House felt tbat Canada
liad an ov er-,suppîxl. of railroýads. I bcg to
roniind îny honourable friend tlîat tberc xvas
anothcr rca.ýon: tbis House declined to npprovc
of such a blanket prcgram wiîliout, some
knowledgc iii detail of the purposes for wbich
the money was to lac spent, and wlîerc flic
lines wcre f0 run.

Righit Hon. Mr. GRAHIAM: They cbanged
their minds a couple of years later and did
approve of it.

Hon. Mr. ROB3ERTSON: The 28 that my
honourable friend refers to werc disapproved


