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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Wednesday, February 17, 1993

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S. 0. 31

[Translation]

JAPAN'S ECONOMY

Mn. Guy Saint-julien (Abitibi): Mr. Speaker, the
effects of the recession are being felt in Japan, where
businesses are limiting overtime and cutting staff. Bank-
ruptcies are at the highest level in six years: there were
14,167 in 1992, compared to 10,723 in 1991.

According to some economists, Japan's economy
has neyer been worse since the 1973 oul shock and
businessmen are calling for lower taxes and a recovery
budget.

Hundreds of firms have laid off contract, term or
part-time workers hired in boom times. Other compan-
ies are encouraging employees to leave by taking early
retirement.

These staff cuts subsequently affect small retailers and
small and medium sized businesses, which are the
backbone of the Japanese economy.

[English]

INTERNATIONAL YEAR 0F INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

Mr. Robert E. SkelIy (Comox-Aiberni): Mr. Speaker,
on December 10, the beginning of the International Year
of Indigenous Peoples, the Australian Prime Minister
apologized to aboriginal Australians for the damage
caused to them by colonization.

A few days ago Bill Clinton drew attention to the fact
that many Arnerican children experience conditions like
those found in Third World countries such as Haiti and
Bolivia.

In Canada, we have witnessed incidents such as sub-
stance abuse at Davis Inlet, high suicide rates at Big
Cove, a rash of sexual assault charges at Sandy Bay and
racist taunts of young Micmac hockey players.

When is our Prime Mmnister gomng to follow the lead of
U.S. President Clmnton and recognize that many aborigi-
nal children in Canada live in Third World conditions?

LITERACY DAY

Mr. Ken James (Sarnia-Lambton): Mr. Speaker, as
ail members have been made aware, today is Love
Literacy Day. With the support of the Minister of
Multiculturalism and Citizenship, Frontier College, the
Canadian Alliance for LI-teracy and the Movement for
Canadian Literacy, we are focusmng attention on this day.

It is a most appropriate time to pay tribute to the
literacy organizations and the many volunteers who are
active on this vital issue. T[he Canadian Alliance for
Literacy, composed of national organizations working for
literacy, brings together advocates for the promotion of
literacy in Canada.

Lt is partnerships among funders such as the National
Literacy Secretariat withmn the Department of Multicul-
turalism and Citizenship as well as provincial govern-
ments. Lt is partnerships between the non-governmental
organizations, business, labour and governments.

Canadians and the organizations which support the
literacy movement are the front lie champions of
literacy. On behaif of the Government of Canada and al
Canadians, I offer my sincere gratitude for their efforts
to achieve full literacy for ail Canadians.


