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Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried.
Resuming debate. The Hon. Member for Kamloops.

HOUSE 0F COMMONS

MOTION TO EXTEND HOURS 0F SITTING

The House resumed from Tbursday, December I15,
consideration of the motion of Mr. Lewis:

That, notwithstanding any Standing Order or practice of the
House, from the day of adoption of this motion the House will meet
on the days and at the times specified in Standing Order 24, but not
on December 26, 1988.

That, during such period, the Speaker shall adjourn the House on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at midnight and
on Fridays at 3.00 o'clock p.m., and that the provisions of Standing
Order 38 in relation to the adjourniment proceedings shall be
suspended.

That, during stîch perind, the Standing Order respecting the daily
mid-day interruption of business on Mondays. Tuesdays and
Thursdays shahl not be suspended;

That, at 6.00 o'ciock p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays,
or at the conclusion of Private Members' Business. the House shahl
proceed to "Government Orders" pursuant to Standing Order 40(l1);

That. for the duration of this session or until otherwjse ordered,
the provisions of Standing Order 73(l) and (2) respecting commit-
tee stage of Public Bis be suspended, and ail such Bis bc ordered
for referral to committee of the Whole; and

That immediately upon the House returning from the Senate
after the first Royal Assent of this session, a Minister of the Crown
mnay propose, without notice or debate, a motion to rcscind this
Order.

Mr. Nelson A. Riis (Kamloops): This is a very sad
day for the Pari ament of Canada.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Member for Kamloops (Mr.
Rius) at the adjournment had the floor, and he bas been
given the floor again. 1 would ask Hon. Members to give
bim the courtesy of listening to bis comments.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Ruis: Mr. Speaker, we have seen tbe parliamen-
tary demolition crew on the Conservative benches at
work in the Iast littie while. Step by step Members on
that side of the House have dismantled the parliamen-
tary tradition that we have corne to know in this coun-
try.

Let us just think back on the bistorical scenarjo. This
was the Conservative group that held Parliament to
ransom for 17 days not so, long ago witb the bell-ringing
incident wben they decided that it was in their political
interest to close down Parliament, to, stop debate in the
one place wbere Canadians can hear both sides of an
argument. But they decided tbat they wanted to close
down the Parliament of Canada, whicb tbey did for day
after day after day. We remember those dark days of
that bell-ringing incident. That was the beginning.

Then, during parliamentary debate, we also remem-
ber that tbey did not like what was going on in the
Commons so they stormed the chair. 1 remember that
dark day when there was a group of Conservatives in
front of the chair shaking their fists and screaming,
saying that this was flot the way that they wanted
Parliament to proceed so they wanted to stop it.

Then, last summer, we saw the Conservatives do
sometbing that we have not seen in this House for over
100 years. They decided because of their political
agenda-not because of any emergency, not because of
any serious issue facing the country, but because of their
agenda-that tbey wanted to take the rule book, the
Standing Orders of the House of Commons, and tear it
up. Tbey tbrew it out the window. Tbey said: -We bave
used this for 100 years. We developed this through aIl-
Party discussion, and so on. We hold this as the way to,


