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which we are. passing to-day deal largely
witb expenses that were incurred during the
war. Probably when the new estimates are
taken up at the next session, the estimates
whicb are in course of preparation to-day,
they will in ail likelibood cuntain greater
provision for research work than. were possible
during war time.

Mr. KNIGHT: 1 arn a littie confused
about the matter of responsibility. War
Assets Corporation lias beon mentioned here
to-night. Just for my own information I
should like the minister to, give me the plain
truth. If it is proved, as I believe it lias
been abundantly proved, that in this country
material bclonging to the air force lias been
wantonly destroyed at thc orders of sorneone,
whose responsibility is it? I do flot mcan
material such as technical apparatus' out of
acroplanes, or radio equiprnent or things of
that kind, whichi, however, I do not think
should be destroyed; any hion. members whio
bought toys for their sons at Chiristrnas time
know the rnoney value of little things like
radios, but we shall bave those out. 1 pro-
sume the minister is directly responsible to
the people of this country if it Cao be proved
that material whichi is tîseful to the average
citizen bas been destroycd by the air foi-ce.
Perhiaps if I mighit cite one or two of these
things I cao make rny position cicar. Would
the minister be directly responsible if it were
proved that heavy woodcn tables, tie sort
used for typewriters in offices, xvere euit from
corner to corner xvitlî a buzz saw and thrown
mn a heap?

While I arn on rny feet let me say that I
do not think there is anything so unpopular
in this country as the xvaste of material or the

-vaste of thiigs. 1 fancy the governoent, the
minister and the heads of the various depart-
ments having to do with war equipmont have
iis :covered this already. A woran whio will
quite cheerfully sce $1,000 or $100,000 or
$l.000,000-what is a few dollars arnojng
friends?-wasted in goverement dopartînents
will weep sait toars at the destruction of a
frying-pan or some other useful article, and
in that I think shc shows good sense, because
aftcr a good deal of thought shie bias corne tu
a determination as to what real woalth con-
sists of. Those of us who spent the de-
pression years in the wost know how valuable
things are and how difficult it is to obtain
warm blankots, boots and such things. I
do nlot know whetber or not these rurnours are
truc. 1 know I have seen a pit xvbere certain
stuif wvas dug up, certain axes, pails and things
like that. I know about littie things of that
kind. To whiat extent this ivanton destruction
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bias gone on I do not know, but I know the
country is anxious that such actions should
flot be repeated. Therefore 1 should like to
know whio is to shoulder this responsibility.
Is it War Assets Corporation, or is it the
mmnister? Has this stuif been destroyed?
Let. us have tise tacts, and put a stop to
sncb action.

Mr. GIBSON (Harnilton West) : The air
force is responsible for the property it has un
its books; and until it turns over that
property to War Assets for disposai the air
for-ce romnains responsible. Frorn time to time
I have lîcard rurnours and sturios of the des-
truction of valuable furniture and su un. Over
and over again I have hiad investigations nmade
in an atternpt tu get the details. On occasion
I have corne across instances of tise destruction
of furniture, but it was furniture that had
been constructed by the mon thernselves from
lumbor they had picked up bore and there
around the camp. When the station was being
closed tîsis furniture, lsaving nu value, was
reducod to scrap material. I have lsad no
cases brought to mny attention wbere valuable
furniture of any type bias been ruthlessly
destroyed, as lias been suggested frorn tirne to
tirne. I would say that if anyone knows of
any examples of that sort, not just from ru-
mesurs but frorn first-hand information, 1 should
be only tou glad to get the information and
to hsave those mattors investigatcd. Certainly
I do not want to have valuable property
dcstroyed, any more tîsan any othier rîsember
of the eornmunity dues.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 slsould like to tell the
minister that I douht if he is going to get
any suchi roady cooperation as lie suggests. I
thsought theso matters were to be referred
to the war expenditures comrnittee, but ap-
parently thsey are to ho discussed bore.

Mr. GIBSON (Harnilton West): They
certainlv are to ho referred to the war
exponditures committeo.

Mr. JOUNSTON: I lsad occasion to visit
an air dopot, where I spoke personally to
mon from different parts of Canada. The
ministor bias said lie would like some first-hand
information. These mpn were in uniforrn nt
tîsat tirne, and are still in uniforrn. I rerner-
ber une fellow bad just corne frorn Mossbank,
Saskatchewan, wlsere witls uther men hie bad
been detailed to destroy flasblight bulbs. I
have nu intention of rnentiuning the nanse
of tbis individual. At the tirne I asked birn
for written verifleation ut what bie bad told
me, but hie refused. He said bie had dune
that on another occasion. and bie knew sume-
thing about the pressure tîsat couhd be brought
to bear upon those fellows by their commrand-


