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noon. that because we had suggested that
wheat acreage be reduced for the time being
we were reaiiy paying the farmers to, decrease
production. If he had appiied that statement
to, the efforts of the government in relation
to wheat only, it would have been a statement
of fact; but when one takes into coilsidera-
tion, the further fact that the government
made. those payments in such a way as ta in-
crease the production of feed graina and in
turn increase the production ai live stock prod-
ucts, it cannat* be saicL that the policy was
intended ta iawer the production of food prod-
ucts. If the poiicy had been adopted for
that purpose it certainiy failed, hecause in
1942, 1943 and, as far as we can tell, in 1944,
as was stated this afternoon by the hon. mem-
ber for Halton (M.r. Cleaver), aur production
lias increased by at least fifty per cent. While
hon. gentlemen opposite rnay not agree I ven-
ture to, say that, making aiiowance for the fact
that we had good weather in some ai. those
years, these resuits have corne about aimost
entireiy from the poiicy that was annaunced
and put into force by this government in -rela-
tion ta agriculture. So that I say the iact
,that we shaIh have had two very good craps
and ane average crop during the periad ai
price ceilings should be taken inta cansidera-
tion in the post-war or transition periad, and
that fariners who were denied higher returns
during war turne should nat be denied a fair
return on their products simpiy because in
same ai the years ioilowing the war the yieids
may be very high.

One ai the questions asked directiy was
this: Is this bill intended ta, make this coun-
try seif-sustaining? I wauld put it in a little
different forin and say, if the question is
whether this bill is intended ta promote the
production ai everything we need in this coun.
try, or ail the food products that we miglit
desire to have in this country, then those ai
us who had ta do with the drafting oi the bill
had no such idea in mind and did nat intend
that the legisiation should be used for that
purpose. The hon. member for Lethbridge
was very mucli cancerned as tai haw we were
gaing ta raise the rnoney. He spoke ai this
$200,000,000 as an arnount ai money that had
ta be iound somewhere in order ta carry on
the activities contempiated by this measure.
Of course the $200,000,000 is a revolving fund.
If a market can be iound for ail the praducts
over which the gaverninent rnay take contrai,
owing ta the iact ýthat they have taken
charge ai those produota at floor prices thraugh
same ai the arganizations provided for ini this
legisiation; if the gaverninent can dispose ai
aIl those products at floar prices, it wili nat

be necessary to, raise any money by taxation
or in any other way. In other words, the
$200,000,000 is pravided in order ta have a
iund frorn which to purchase the commadities,
or with which. the purchase oi commodities
may be made. Thase commodities may be
some I mentioned in my speech this marning.
One camrnadity miglit be butter purchased in
the manths ai May, June and Juiy, put ini
starage, and put back on this, market at
passibly the saine price in the winter months
wjth the casts added ta it.

If the whole $200,000,000 were used for
transactions ai that kind, then, ai course, it
would not be necessary ta raise money froin
taxes, or ta issue paper maney, ar ta do any-
thing else of that kind, in arder ta, get the
money that wouid be necessary with which ta
carry on activîties under the bill. But if, on
the other hand, in deaiing with saine ai these
products we were ta find it necessary in arder
ta provide floor prices, which. we th.ink are
essentiai ta give the fariner a proper return,
ta place the praducts an this mnarket in
Canada, or on any other mnarket at a price
lower than that which we bad paid under the
floar, then it miglit be necessary ta, take part
ai the $200,000,000 in order ta, make up the
difference between the price paid ta the fariner
for the surplus, and the price received froin
whatever country we were sending it ta. In
other words, there miglit 'be part of the money
which wouid have ta be found by general
taxation, or in saine other way. But ta the
extent that produots can be dispased ai at
any ýprice at ahi, the price received for thein,
or the money received for thein, will go into
this revolving fund. And if we niake up
3200,000,000 through transactions, it 'wouid
not be necessary ta raise anything by taxation.

Mr. STIRLING: In canne ctian with «a
transaction such as that referred ta, would the
storage costs be paid for by money provided
by parliament, or would they be charged
against the $200,000,000?

Mr. GARDINER: I shouid not like ta be
tao definite in my answer, because this is a
matter which would be piaced under a board,
and which will be deait with by the governor
general in coundil iroin turne ta turne. I
should judge, however, that if the transactions
in the products make it passible ta have a
balance, the costs wauid be taken out ai the
transactions in the products theinseives. But
if there were a case where a certain amount ai
money was being paid in arder ta maintain. the
price at a certain level, then I wouid not wish
ta be toa definîte as to what the huard mîght
decide ta do. Just as is being done naw, I
think different products might be deait with in


