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again be referred to the committee with in-
structions to add the amendment. Un-
doubtedly, the effect of carrying this amend-
ment at this late stage of the session will
simply be to bury the bill in committee. If
the hon. gentleman had been perfectly sincere
in his declaration that that would be the only
effect of his amendment, he might very well
have moved his amendment as an amend-
ment to this bill, without moving that it be
discharged from the order paper. I am not
thoroughly well informed in regard to the
procedure in the House, and if I have not
correctly stated the matter, I should like to
get a ruling from the Speaker. But I think
the hon. member could very well have
achieved his purpose in that way, if that was
the only purpose be had. Am I wrong in
that?

Mr. McMASTER: I speak subject to cor-
rection, but I think a bill bas to be ordered
back into committee before it can be
amended.

Mr. VIEN: On the third reading.

Mr. BROWN: In that case I submit to
the correction. Let me ask this question: Is
there any difference, in that regard, between
public bills and private bills?

Mr. VIEN: No, they are the same.

Mr. BROWN: Because when the Church
Union bill was before the House for its third
reading last year, amendments were certainly
nox ed, and my understanding of the matter
was tbat an amendment could similarly be
moved on the third read-ing of a bill such as
this unless there is a difference between a
public bill and a private bill.

Mr. FORKE: This is a publie bill.

Mr. BROWN: This is a public bill intro-
duced by a private member. It is not a
private bill. If I understand the matter cor-
rectly, unless there is such a difference in pro-
cedure, there is no reason why the course
which I have suggested cannot be followed,
and the bon. member would then have an op-
portunity of demonstrating his good faith.

Mr. EULER: If there is such a ru!e, it
could easily be suspended by consent of the
House.

Mr. VIEN: I was advised by parliamentary
counsel that this was the only course under
the rules of the House.

Mr. BROWN: This is a point on which
we might very well get a ruling from the
Speaker. I would suggest, if the course which
I have indicated is in. harmony with the

[Mr. Brown.]

proper procedure of the House, we might
very well follow it. I think the proper pro-
cedure at this time would be to vote down
the amendment and carry the bill.
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