
Major Canadian non-fuel minerais

Copper
The most important properties of copper are its ability to conduct
electricity and heat and the ease with which it can be combined with
other metals to produce a host of useful alloys. Copper is alloyed to
increase its hardness and resistance to corrosion or to make it more
workable. The heaviest consumption of copper occurs in the fields of
electricity and communications and in the brass industry.

Canada ranks fourth in world copper production. The major produc-
ing regions are in Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia and Manitoba.

In its natural state, Canadian copper is frequently associated with
other non-ferrous metals such as nickel, zinc, lead and molybdenum.
Much of Canada's production cornes from deposits in which the average
ore-grade is 2 per cent copper, or 20 kitograms of copper per tonne of
ore.

About 500 000 tonnes of copper are refined in Canada annually. More
than half is exported, principally to Europe and the United States. The
unrefined copper is also exported, in the form of concentrates, to Japan,
Europe and the United States.

Copper smelting and refining will increase in Canada and the propor-
tion of minerais exported in the form of concentrates will decrease. In
addition, domestic consumption has increasedi since copper-bearing
metals have been used to advantage in the nuclear energy sector and in
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