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provinces. Higher energy prices led to 
an increase in oil and gas extraction 
and exploration activities. Construction 
of oil and gas engineering projects also 
contributed to the growth. Output in the 
manufacturing sector increased 10.9 percent 
with large gains in the output of machinery, 
fabricated metal products, chemicals 
and wood products. Output of services 
increased 4.1 percent, driven by growth in 
retail and wholesale trade; transportation 
services; professional, scientific and 
technical services; and accommodation and 
food services.

In British Columbia, real GDP 
increased 2.9 percent, following a 3.2-percent 
increase in 2010. Output in goods industries 
led the increase (up 5.6 percent). Increased 
global demand for natural resources led to 
growth in oil and gas extraction, engineering 
construction and machinery manufacturing. 
Support activities for mining and oil and gas 
extraction rose 24 percent from increased 
mineral and natural gas exploration activity. 
Strong export demand also contributed to 
growth in forestry and logging and in manu
factured wood products. Output of services 
rose 2.0 percent, led by gains in transporta
tion and warehousing and in finance, insur
ance and real estate.

Output in the territories is typically more 
volatile than in the provinces due to their 
smaller populations and greater dependence 
on such activities as mining and exploration 
where GDP can vary considerably from year 
to year. In the Northwest Territories, real 
GDP declined 5.5 percent in 2011 following 
a 1.3-percent increase in 2010. Output in 
mining and oil and gas extraction fell 13 per
cent, led by a large drop in diamond mining. 
However, support activities for mining and

technical services; and accommodation and 
food services. Advances in wholesale trade 
and transportation and warehousing services 
took place as well as a result of increased 
goods production.

In Manitoba, real output increased 1.1 
percent in 2011, following a 2.2-percent gain 
in 2010. GDP derived from crop production 
fell sharply (down 21.0 percent) due to heavy 
rains and flooding. Output in service indus
tries grew faster than in goods industries, 
with gains in retail trade; finance, insurance 
and real estate; and accommodation and food 
services. On the goods side, construction out
put declined 4.0 percent with the conclusion 
of work on major engineering projects. Goods 
manufacturing declined slightly (down 0.1 
percent) as gains in manufacturing of chemi
cals and agricultural and mining equipment 
were offset by losses in output of food, fabri
cated metal and printed products.

In Saskatchewan, real GDP expanded 
4.8 percent in 2011, an improvement on 
the 4.2-percent increase of 2010. Growth 
was brisk in goods-producing industries 
at 5.9 percent, while services advanced 3.8 
percent. Crop production grew by 10.0 per
cent, aided by favorable weather conditions. 
Strong export demand led to higher output in 
non-metallic mineral mining (including pot
ash), exploration, and engineering construc
tion activity. Growth in the goods sector was 
accompanied by growth in wholesale trade 
and transportation and warehousing ser
vices. Strong population growth led to growth 
in retail trade and in finance, insurance and 
real estate services as well as a 21.0-percent 
increase in residential construction.

In Alberta, real output grew 5.2 
percent in 2011, faster than the 3.3-percent 
growth in 2010. This was the strongest 
economic performance among Canada’s
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