
Murat Bilhan, Chairman of the Centre for Strategic Research of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Turkey, proposed that the recent policy adopted by Canada of
directly involving its citizens in shaping its foreign policy be adopted by the countries in
Southeastemn Europe as well. He noted that the recent tensions between Greeoe and
Turkey are not shared by the two peoples. Today, Greece is the most ardent supporter
of Turkey's acoession to the European Union, despite some of their disagreemnents. One
key area where the two countries cooperate is Southeastemn Europe.

Regarding Turkey's involvement in the region, Mr. Bithan said, several policy pnînciples
should be mentioned. Turkey is a Southeastemn European country, shaning the
geography and history of the region. It encourages the region's integration into the EU
andi NATO, considering that sub-groupings such as the Stability Pact should also be
supported. Moreover, Turkey has always been a multiethnic and multi-religlous country,
thus promoting, through its very existence the principle of peaceful cohabitation between
different groups in the region.
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