
* ensuring that the normally low status of Education Ministries be elevated to be on

a par with, c.g., Defence Ministries with the attendant improvement in resources;

* creating a policy framework for open and distance learning to become an integral

part of a nation's education base as has been donc ini India and South Africa:.

* encouraging minimal standards of good practice for those involvcd in the deliverY

of open and distance lcarning as in Hong Kong - with the necded practical

training, planning and indcpendcnt evaluation;

* crcating pathways for the frcc and easy movcmcnt of credits and credcntials

across the cducation systcmn as in Canada; and

* rcquiring international donor and lcnding agencies and recipient governments to

demonstrate a commitment by including open and distance learning in the

educational planning framework of a country.

One of the major challenges is to persuade the educational establishment that distance

lcarning is an opportunity that adds a ncw dimension Io the educational proccss..

Universities must bc more hospitable than they have been, and better cquipped, to

intcmrte distance learninft into their systems so that it is part of the mainstream. They


