
provisions triggered debates foreshadowing later controversies over the equalization

payments that would play so important a role in the administration of Canadian

federa iSM.61

Among the many adminnistrative questions debated in 1865, however, none can

match the importance of the Intercolonial R.ailway. I rehearsing the debates over this

immnsely controversial innovation,, 1 have no intention of weighing the merits of the

issue. I examine the railroad question, which was to dominate the early development of

Canadian adm4iistration, only to give a very specific example of the sallence of

administration in the debates. I do this t<, establish the Iink between "then and now,"

thereby suggesting that whein contemporary Canadians link mundane questions of

administration~ to th~e hîgh statesmanship of saving a great nation, they echo sentiments

harking back to the tbeginnings of conféderation.

Qiuebc Resolution 68 proposed an "1Intercolonial Railway" to extend '"from Rivière

dlu Louip, through New Brunswick, to TuoinNov Scotia?" Its importance in the

William Macmaster, an opponient of confederatlon,

id as "a very <iuestionable part of the project"' and then

ng "r'n4eed to my mind it is the most objectinable of the

ristitutional chneand


