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C. Current trends and perspectives to the year 2000

Paragraph 22

In the absence of major structural changes or technological breakthroughs, it
can be predicted that up to the year 2000 recent trends will, for the most part, be
extended and adjusted. The situation of women, as it evolves during the period
1986-2000, will also cause other changes, establishing a process of cause and
effect of great complexity. Changes in women's material conditions, consciousness
and aspirations, as well as societal attitudes towards women, are themselves social
and cultural processes having major implications and a profound influence on
institutions such as the family. Women's advancement has achieved a certain
momentum that will be affected by the social and economic changes of the next
15 years, but it will also continue to exist as a force to be reckoned with.
Internal processes will exercise a major influence in the economic sphere, but the
state of the global economic system and of the political, social, cultural,
demographic and communication processes directly affected by it will invariably
have a more profound impact on the advancement of women.

Paragraph 23

At the beginning of the Decade there was an optimistic outlook for
development, but during the early 1980s the world economy experienced a widespread
recession due, inter alia, to sharp inflationary pressures that affected regions
and some groups of countries, irrespective of their level of development or
economic structure. During the same period, however, the countries with centrally
Planned economies as a group experienced stable economic growth. The developed
market economy countries also experienced growth after the recession.

Despite the recovery in the developed market economy countries which is being
felt in the world economy, the immediate outlook for recovery in developing
countries, especially in the low-income and the least developed countries, remains
bleak, particularly in view of their enormous public and private external debts and
the cost of servicing that debt, which are an evident manifestation of this
critical situation. This heavy burden has serious political, economic and social
consequences for them. No lasting recovery can be achieved without rectifying the
structural imbalances in the context of the critical international economic
situation and without continued efforts towards the establishment of a new
international economic order. The present situation clearly has serious
repercussions for the status of women, particularly underprivileged women, and for
human resource development.

Women, subject to compound discrimination on the basis of race, colour,
ethnicity and national origin, in addition to sex, could be even more adversely
affected by deteriorating economic conditions.

Paragraph 24

If current trends continue, the prospects for the developing world,
particularly the low~-income and least developed countries, will be sombre. The
overall growth in the developing countries as currently projected will be lower in
the period 1980-2000 than that experienced in the period 1960-1980. In order to
redress this outlook and thereby promote the advancement of women, policies should
be reoriented and reinforced to promote world trade, in particular so as to promote
market access for the exports of developing countries. S8imilarly, policies should
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