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Introduction

i It hos become increasingly clear thet the key to cgreement on o chemicel
weapons convention is the elaborc.tion of a sound yerification regine vhich will
generzte confidence thot C+rtec Cartiec are corplyins vith provicicns of the
convention. The Worling Group of the Committee on Diczrmameni has dieccussec this
ouestion in depth znd & grezi ceal of work has been cone on ithe technical pocceauTes
which couléd be used for such verilicaticn. These Ciscussions have shown that ATy
woulé not be practicable toc devise verificaticn procedures which would provide an
sbsolute assurance thati the convention is not being vislated. On the other hand,

2 chemical wezpons conveniion must provide for sufficient verificaticn to deter the
would-be violator and to provide a Cegree ci cosurance againsi violation Dy one
perty which is zacceptel ac atequaie by others.

2. TFive main complementary typec of verification for 2 chemical weapons convention
hLave been suggested:
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(i) verification of destiruction ol ~tocke of chemical weapons,
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\11) verificzation of ihe desiruction Cu facilitiec for their productlon ant
filling
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{iii) moritoring of producticn Oi super—.Oxlic chenicel agents fox pernitied
purposes,

{(iv; verification of non-nrocucticn © shemiczl weapcus:

procedures, inclucding thoce
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(v) special inspectione under the fact-findin
tl ns of 211 typec.

conducted in recleiion tc poscil
This paper addrecses itcelf to the proolem of verification of non-procducuion by
regular inspection, i.e. calegory (iv) above. It would aim to provice conficdence
through non-discriminatory routine incsmcctions th-+ those chemiczcl worfare agens
pocing the greatest threa'! are not belng nroduced in viclation of the conventiicn.
1+ would *hus lessen the need for specizl inspections of type \v} sbove. This »napcr
aips to show that the regime rcouired for his purpose neec not be anytiaing lile as
onerous to the chemicel industiry as has sometimec heen suggestec.

e Lttention will be cencentratec on a limited lisi of substances which poce
particular problems for the verification of a chemical weapons convention. They

soupricse a list of named compoundc °T tapes of cempound which are oy precurcors of
super-toxic chemical agenic. Valualblc worl: on the identification of key precursors
which might be included in this lic” vwac been donc in the latest seriec of
Cheirmen's consultations with experts on technical mz.tters {17 Januery -

4 February 1923). The illustrative list au onnex ic devigned to show et cf
comuound which micht be included in a speclal colcgery for the purnoce of
verificaticn of non-produciion undcy e chemicnl weapcns convention, This piet s
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