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-solution in searcli of a
problem" - that is how one
European observer has described
Canada's constitutional debate.
In fact, Canada's federal system
has often been cited abroad as a
model of democratic and peace-
fui national unity, which at the
saine time respects the country's
distinctive regional diversity.

premiers. Though there was
public debate about it in the
federal Parliament, as well as
in provincial legislatures,
many Canadians expressed a
desire to play a more active
role in defmning a new consti-
tution for their country. Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney
referred to this in a nationally
televised address to Canadians
in June 1990: "In the coming
months and years, we must

tional amendments but also
on such issues as the environ-
ment, aboriginal riglits, bilin-
gualism and multiculturalism.
In addition, the Prime Minister
lias established a Speciai JointICanada's former

Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
Joe Clark, is now
Minister Responsible
for Constitutional
Affairs.

the importance of constitutional
matters to Canadians, appomnted
former Secretary of State for
External Affairs Joe Clark -

one of Canada's most senior
and respected ministers -
President of the Privy Council
and Minister Responsible for
Constitutional Affairs. Some
three weeks inter in the Speech
from the Throne, (which outlines
the govemment's key priorities
and plans), the govermment once
again highlighted the Constitu-
tion, announcing that it would
formulate a series of proposals
concerning federal and provin-
cial powers and national insti-
tutions. In addition, a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
would be struck to begin con-
sulting Canadians on these pro-
posais in September 1991.


