
T-he courts
In Canada, the power to create cou-
rts is divided. Some courts are
created by Parliament (for example,
the Supreme Court of Canada) and
others by provincial legisiatures <for
example, superior courts, county
courts and many lesser provincial
courts). However, the Supreme Court
of Canada and the provincial courts
are part of an integrated whole; thus,
appeals may be made from the high-
est courts of the provinces to the
Supreme Court. Generally speaking,
federal and provincial courts are not
necessarily given separate mandates
as to the laws that they administer.
For instance, although criminal law
is made by the Parliament of Can-
ada, it is administered mainly in
provincial courts.

determined by the statute Iaw of Par-
liament. The Supreme Court enter-
tains appeals from the provincial
courts of appeal and from the
Federal Court. It also gives advisory
opinions to the fedleral government
when asked under a special refer-
ence procedure. Five judges nor-
mally sit together to hear a case,
although on important matters it is
customary for ail judges of the court
to sit.

The Federal Court of Canada was
created in its present form in 1970;
its oredecessor, the Excheq.uer Court


