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Statement teo the Special Political1 Committee cf the
TUnited .Nati'ons General Assembly on N'ovember, 2, 1962,
by the, Caniadian 'Repres'entative,9 Mr. Heath Macquarrie.

Juàst ov e r a. year ago, on OCtober 16, 16,against a
baCkgroujad cfsharp alarm follo.wing «on the suidden resump.tie n
Of auclear-veapcns tes'ting in t heatmosphere, the Canadian
representative on this Committee 'sta'te d:. "Whatever disegreement
Or dcubt there may be.a''bcut the level cf radiation vwhich vyould

P~Ose an immediaàte menace te' huma'n vwe1l-being, the f'act that 1al
radiation dce"s"present' a potentiel- hazgard <and t <hat high.er levels
lrJcrease this hazard is beyond dispute." The Canadian representa-
tiVe added: "Everything we 1eern about the nature and the extent
0f consçqueaces-cf redliation. reaffirms. the grav.ity cf -the prcble.m.
The fact that we have stillse much te lepraabout its''leng-term
effects cannet fault te dd te cuir apprehension.1

Since those words vrespoken.. two2,imporptanýt devjelop-
raXets h~ave added te our apprehensions for th~e health a1nd' s<fety
Of prsexnt and future generations. Crie is the ominc.us fac.t,
~ta ulear testing in the atmesphere has, during.the last.1
t'ýelVe monthis, tbeen taking place w.ith ever-increasin.g fraquencyï:
>he qther is receipt by the General Asserbly cf a second I
eOmlprehensive report of the Scientifie Committee on the effects'
Of atoic radi~ation. Thiscarefully,written and objective report

n<esi t cie ar that fallout from'nuclear tests represents a,
significant contribution te the total level cf radiation te
'Whicb the humari race jis excposed. The inescapable conclusion is

t4at such fallout increases the danger of harrnful soamatic andJ
4ereditary e±'fects of radiation fer present an.d future

With the forbearance cf the Comnmittees I shall add a
VrY few i tgures - very recent figures - from Canadian sources.
1t'eC anadiarj health authorities, in thei4r most recant report on
radioactive fafllout in Canada coveririg the months cf July, August
ýrdtheie rst part of September of this year, have revealed that

the average concentration cf Strontium-90 in milk reached record
leVels during that period, and that correspondingly high levels
Of Cesium-137 anid IQdine-131 concentrations in rnilk were recorded.
Th during the rnth of Ja4.y, 1962, the aver'age concentration
O trontium-90 in milk reached 26,5 nmicromicrocur1ies per gramn of

Calcim, çompared vwith the national average value for the
reedng J2-mnth period of 10.7 icromicrocuries per gram of

Q'lclum. While Canadian health authorities5 do riot consider~ that
'ýUch levels as yet require the initiating cf precautionary

raqUe ail members cf this Qommittee vjlll, I amn sure, agree
t he agnitude o~f the inereases recprded 1$ highiy disquieting.

fir opposition to nuclaar--weapons tests which Canada shares
so many countries has not been strengtherned by the~ conclusions
ç1cedin hesecond comprehensive report of the Scientifio

ý"OZ1te. 4ll o.f zny colleagues hare are no doubt f amiliar -with
Scienif~4ic qomittes disquieting conclusions on thise

quesion, w$hich are set out in Chapter VII of the report, Onxe
Oftbjo5 important. conclusions iwas that "~a f inal cessatiLon of
ri'ller esting ýwould benefiît the prasent and future generatieZns


