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New&s of the arts
Prisoners art on tour

Prson Arts 80, a collection of inmate
arts, crafts and music, is currently in the
midst of a nine-month, cross-Canada tour.
The tour began April 28 in Kamloops,
British Columbia and will wind up
December 13 in Niagara Falls, Ontario.

The exhibition is presented by the
Prison Arts Foundation, a national
charitable organization which promotes
creative activities and programns for the
incarcerated. Originating from a Christ-
mas card design contest in 1969, the
Prison Arts Foundation each year in-
volved an increasing number of inmates in
a variety of programs. In addition to the
display of arts and crafts toured national-
ly there are projects in creative writing,
music and draina.

The works in the exhibition are drawn
from the annual arts competition which
provides inmate artists, writers, musicians
and craftsmen with awards of approxi-
mately $ 5,000. These awards, provided
by corporations and individuals who see
creative activity as leading to the develop-
ment of a concept of self-worth, are used
by the winners to purchase art materials
or to establish a fund for further educa-
tion.

Arts 80 will be seen in approximately
90 communities and institutions during
its tour across Canada. The exhibition
formed part of a series of public func-
tions marking the officiai closing of the

Solitary Man by R. C Forsyth.

British Columbia Penitentiary earlier this
year, It was also seen at the Canadian
National Exhibition in Toronto and is
travelling for the first time to Prince
Edward Island tis autuman.

Those viewing the exhibit will have the
opportunity to bid on the works pre-
sented. Besides direct sales outlets ar-
ranged by the foundation, works in the
tour are auctioned en route with success-
ful bidders being notified at the end of
the tour.

Canadian books distributed

Over 600 Canadian organizations have re-
ceived kits of Canadian books from, the
Canada Coundcil in 1980.

Among the groups receiving books are
libraries ini rural communities, prisons,
senior citizens' clubs, cultural centres,
hospitals, community groups, native
peoples' associations, primary schools in
remote areas and high schools that pro-
vide library service to their community.

French-language Canadian publishers.
Recipients could request a kit containing
80 works of fiction, poetry and plays, 80
works of non-fiction, or 40 works of
children's literature. Kits were available i

English, in Frenchi or in both languages.
The book donation program is design-

ed to help both community groups and
Canadian writers and publishers by pro-
viding high-quality Canadian books to
areas of the country where they are flot
easily available. In collaboration with the
Department of External Affairs, books
are also distributed abroad.

Arts and crafts groups get grants

Secretary of State Francis Fox lias an-
nounced the awarding of grants to the
Canadian Conference of the Arts (CCA)
and to the Canadian Crafts Coundil (CCC).

The Canadian Conference of the
Arts will receive $230,000 and the
Canadian Crafts Coundil $77,000 in
order to, help facilitate their ongoing
operations.

The CCA is widely recognized as the
major umbrella organization of the Can-
adian arts community. It represents the
interests of approximately 500 arts organ-
izations, and concemred individuals fromn
ail regions of the country, and from. both
officiai language groups.

Established in 1974, the CCC is a
federation of provincial, territorial and
sectoral associations, representing the
interests of almost 30,000 crafts people
across Canada. The CCC also serves as the
Canadian representative on the board of
the World Crafts Coundil and consuis
with the followîng federai departments:
Secretary of State; Externai Affairs;
Industry, Trade and Commerce; Finance;
Employment and Immigration; Revenue
Canada; Public Works; and Indian and
Northem Affairs.

Chain of cinemnas proposed

ition, owners of an 18.
-omplex, announced re-
cxpand into a national
catre outlets from Van-
that would add nearly
by 1981 and fecature

The first complex ini the 1 1-city ex-
pansion opened in Kitchener, Ontario on
June 27 with six screens, and between 80
to 120 seats each theatre.

The next nine complexes are due to
be completed throughout the fail, starting
with Ottawa.

October 29, 1980Volume 8, No. 41


