
GENERAL SUR VEY

At the begixming of 1959 the activities of the United Nations were

'ershadowed by the strains and tensions apparent at the last General

;sembly (XIII), and by mounting anxiety over German questions, especially

,rlin. Thus, although it remained clear that the Organization was flot

uipped to solve major disputes directly involving the interests of great

mwers, prospects improved for the United Nations to play a useftil role

th in facilitating agreement between the great powers and ini protecting

e interests of other states. By mid-year the proposed visits of Mr.

hrushchov to the United States and of President Eisenhower to the USSR
id signalled a relaxation in relations between the Soviet and Western

)wers, and an apparent desire to negotiate had replaced Soviet emphasis
i threats and propaganda charges.
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