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and iii the extraordinary excesses and successes which attended
and followed that outbrcak. This period covered the tinie tilI
Napoleon becaine Consul and Eînperor, tili bis finmal ovcrthroxw, and
for acouple of decades beyoiid that evenit. Jractically durix'g th:e
earlier haîf of this period, Great Britain and Irelanid xwere at war
with the miglit of France, a niiighit wielded, dui-ing a great part of
the tniie, by the ablest adventurer of m7hoin history tells. Not
only that, but from tinie to tinie, Napolcon wvas able to force the
other powers of Europe to nuite with hini and join their forces
to his The great Corsican, with the intuition of genuis, well
knlew where lis greatest and niost to be dreaded* foc was to be
fotind, and for years put forth the most determinied efforts,
happily witbout success, to humble the Britjslh pride.

A favorite subject iii the oJd debating societies of iny boy-
hood was XVWhich was the greater gencral, Napoleon or
Wellington?" Judgiing froi new'spaper reports, the sanie old
question is still a favorite. It is wcll tliat it sliould be. 1 hiave
heard and read discussions on this subject nialIy tixues, but do
flot reinember bearing or seeing it thoroughly debated, except
incidently, on the basis, after ail the fair one, of the relative op-
portunities of the two nmen. To formi a just opinion on that
question, wbichi is but an acadenxic one, it shouild be borne in
nîind that Napoleon had absolute, uxicontrolled coxmmand of ail
the resources of his Empire, no one to interfere withbi hin i their
disposai while his rival, seldoni properly stnpportcd by tbe
authorities at horne, wvas aliiiost always short of mien and hamper-
cd by a scarcity of supplies.

This looks like, and is, a digressîin froin the subject I hiad
in view when outlining this article. The reason for the digres-
ssion is to caîl attention briefly to the circurnstanices, which
pre-vailed iii the closing ycars of the last century and the carl y
part of this, as wcll as to the two foreniost figures of that era.
Everyone can fill in the sketch.

In the opening years of the i9th century Great Britain and
Ireland, somietirnes with allies and sometir-nes almost without,
carricd ou a desperate struggle. Onîitting a few brief interluides,
more ini the natture of truces than of peace, this struggle was
carried on without intermission till Waterloo. It was niot a niere


