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Reconitin, acit or express, tif thec coînnion weal, as tire
condiition of îmbivîdual satisfactioni, is al mark of ail
modern tlîeories of conduot. Sncbi superficially contra-
dictory sayings as ''Wliat shahl it profit a mnan if bie gaini
the wbole world and luse bis own soul," and ''He tbat
gaincth bis lite shahl loose it," are reconciled in tue cuin-

ni, ''Be ye perfect, eveu as youir Faither iii beaven is
perfect. " But whule niodern ethiies caninot rid itself of the
principle of universal brotberhood, systenîs differ very
îu'li iii tise firmnless witbl wlîicb, tey grasp and apply the
priîîciple. Hobbes xvas very far frorn baving a clear con-
sciorisness of it, and hence lie says aloud that society
rests o>11 prudent seifishniess, wblle the effeet of bis doctrine
ivas to overtlîrow the "lrigbt divine of kiîîgs to govern
svronig," and to niake tue conmonl good tue basis of the
state. It bias been said that Hobbes was leti to mnaintain
tbe absoînte autbority of tie sovereigîl power fromn obseîv-
iug tbe aîîarcby wlîiclî prevailed during tbec civil war.
'Tbis is liardly correct, but this tbeory of the state
was nuo doubt suggested by the struggle against tbec
arbîti-ary rule ut Charles 1. Mani, lie liolds, is,
iii a state of nature, absolutely selii. TUbe pri-
miary desires are love of lite, love ot gains, and love of glory,
wbich give rise to a "lwar of every miai against every ina. "
'l' put an end to mutual distrust, and secure ona s own
good, wbici e-aur neyer be attaiiîad as long as unirestrained
selflsbniess prevails, men enter iisto a contract to abstain
froin mutual aggîessiun. Iii tise state of niature there are
nu rights ; the mile is,

"That ho should teke wiso bas thse power,
And lie shou]d keep) wbo cao."

I{iglît auJ wrong are tlie creation of tise stata. Ail the
social virtues are but different ways of securng peace.
Reason teaclies men to giva up their individuad wills to
ne illuî, or assailibly of nien, su tuit tua varions coîsflict-

ing wills mîsay be recoîsciled iii a sinîgle will, Fron tlie
veîy nsaturo of tue contract tua surrender is alisolute. lu
a niunarchy tise king ccai do nuo wromg, and lie is tue liead
at Once of clsurcb aîîd state. Wbila Hobbes adisits tuec
rigbt of tbe people to estalîlisb otîser formus of govarnineîit
bie inclines bbinself to, an absoluite nîoîsarchy, nui tbe
ground tbat the selflsbness ut a sinigle ruler will
be iess disastrous than iliat of a large body. As
we have isot eveîî yet got rid of the doctrine tif îîîdivi-
dualisîn, or of tise suppositioni of a ''state of nature,,"
wbicb reappears in Mr. Herbert Speîscer's remeit pain-
pîsiet, "Thbe Marn terses the State," it nîay lie profitable
to examine the doctrinie of Hobbes witb some cane. (1)
Thbe theory is uttenly umîlistorical. <a.) 'ibere neyer was
a timne when muais existeil oui (if society, amsd stood to, une
anoiber in anr attituile of pure aîstagoîsisnî. Thbe "state
of nature" isi a fiction. No doubi savtîgî races have rio
settled goverîîînent or code of laws, but tbey isave
chiots whose authority is ai leasi partially recogîsizeil
anJ cusîomns wlsicb tbey follow oîîly too slavisbly. lIn tise
earliesî torîn of society perîsaps evelile famnily dlid not
*ixiSt, but ai nu thîne couhd mcii bave lived without sole

cunîîectiîig social bonîds. As lîlato says, '"iuîre ninst be
Isonour even aiuong tisieves." A ituisben Of ineu, not
uiiited in any way, wonl baveblicomne a prey tiiftle loweî'
aîiimals or to hostile gronps of war. lis tact tue furtber
we go back the less individuralitY tisane is, altîsougli alt the
saine tinse tise less sociality. (b.) As muani nleer existed
ont of society, plainly society caiinob be tbe prount of
coîîtract. Not uîîly is tisere 1(0 isistorical evitience for it,
but a contract snlcb as Hobbes ulescribes couli not have
beau inade. 'Tli intelligence and self -conîtrol presupposed
could only be devoloped by tîsat very social orgaîsization
wbiclî tie contract is supposeil first to conistitutn. (2)
Tbere is no pbulosopiîical basis foi Hobbes' doctritie. 'Tli
isotin of tuec State ais a moere aggregate of iîidividnahs is
esseîîtiahhy falsa. (a) Hlobbes speaks of ' 'tiîat great
Leviaian cahled a coininoîwealtli as ail ''autoinatos" or
''artificial nstuît." Thiis colnception i5 quita iîiailequate..
At tuec veny least tue State mnust bce consipareti to air or-
gaîîisîî, whicb is isot a niera aggregiîte ut parts, but a
livinîg uîîity. As we caniiot transfer anl oye, or a hîeart,
or a brain fromn one livinsg beiiig to an aisotiser, le ts
eacls livinsg seiîsg is an iniseparable iility, su we casinot
separate iîidividual mnîs froîn Society witiîout logically
destîoying ilion. Apart from tbe functions wlîich bie
dischsarges, tise iisdividnal ni is nothmiig, alîlsougîs nu
doubt every nian bas capacities wlîicls are îlot exisausted
iii tue tnnictioîîs bie fulfils. Heîca tie supposed ''state ut
nature' in wbicls mon exist before Society, is au absnîdity.
(b) CUbe state, therefore, is not tbe ''artificiel", product
of a coiraco. ht is not Mnade but grows, and lîke other
orgaîsisîns it grows ont of tisat whîieb [s already orgiinic.
No înaîî or bodly of mn eau say, '"l'us aud tbus sball the
state be;" it defles ail efforts to cbaînge its fnndainentail
ebaracter, aîud develops ils its own way. (3) Tl'ie state
is mnore tban air urgaîsissin ; it is self-coîîscioîîs. Facîs
nîeîîsber inay ba coîîsciîus u(st oîsly utf lis owîî activity,
Isut of tie activity of ail otîser inanîbers. i is tbis tact
tuai ilistiîgmiobes huuîîsanii Society troni gragariousnless.
Lowet' anhîssals have social instinscts, but tlîey canîsot soP-
arata thinselves froîsi theîîs, auJ beiîsg uîsable to invenit
new foras tif association, they do not progress as nia"5

doas. Th'e State is inost perfect in whîicb tue largosi
nîmîler ot citizeîîs bave leaîîed tu conspreiuenîl tbe wbolO
îneaîsing of tuec coioplex tumîctiosîs of tlie society of wbicb
tiïey are ougalîs. Heîîce tuc nlecessiîy ut education by
political lit a, wbicbl ii Hobbes' tiîeory ot tise State as a
ulespotisîn over tise issîivitînal is imîpossible. (4) Mail'1
îuot "by nature" absolnîely sclfisb. 11e always existed i
society, auJ tisesefone always displayed social tenleîicieoS
'ie trutb is thai mil bas lit) originiad ''natture" il the
seîsse ut tifîita ieîîîeîîcies, ui merahy umîireahizeti caPd
cities, wbicis in tîseir fnîîitioîî becoîîîe sehfisb or unsehflsb'
accortiiig to, tise tdirecitin tbey talus. 'i'ie ideal ut cuir
tînat develtîpes as tbe peuple tievehoîses, andi, as al ru,0
tuai ideal is eînbotlied iii tire laws anti emstoils Of thse
age. Seltisbness iii tue( imîdlivithual comîisis in deViatiofl
froîn tiîis stanîdardl; uuîsehfishiîiess iii contforiity to i-t.


