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Provincial Dairymen in Annual Conclave.

Encouraging Progress in Marketing Dairy Produce.
By T. A. F. WIANCHO, Provincial Dairy Instructor.

The eleventh annual convention of the
Dairymen’s Association was held in
day, y of Nanaimo on Thursday and Fri-
er; anuary 25 and 26. Prominent dairy-
ing Werg bresent from almost every dairy-
(.hstrmt of the province, and from the
8B of the first session till the close
iflter: last on the second day the Keenest
anq ‘tSt and goodfellowship was shown,
Was conceded by many to have been
€ most successful events of its
d in B. C.

Sentogi John Oliver, minister of agriculture,

ent .3 Tegrets at his inability to be pres-

ul'lc&nd In the absence of President Wm.

40, the president’s address was read

ext:;:t - Shannon, Cloverdale, chairman,
e Of which are here given:

theThe Drogress that is being made towards
ang I(?Ore eéconomical marketing of dairy
her farm products is very encourag-
o "hat spirit of individualism which, up
shOuldcerta.in point, is to be commended,
Drogpee. Ot P€ carried too far. During the
o 38 of this convention we will hear
lang ~°™Me of the men, both on the main-
1eadinand on the island, who are taking a
benefi§ Part in uniting us for our mutual
on the . 2Rd who should be congratulated
“oppi PTOBTESS that is being made.
exm.ess. S not an opportune time to give an
v SO0 of opinjon as to the merits of
eiartlcular breed of dairy cattle. Such
Woup Dres'smn in a convention of this kind
it migh("?\l forth a discussion which, while
be 1ivelt not be profitable, would certainly
Cann gt Y. This, however, may be said, and
thay Wil £ ‘F°° much emphasized; the breed
Cost § Ul give the best returns at the least
ate € breed we should have. Further,
thing \cF breed we have, let us breed some-
Dedigr‘:"‘fth While; let the sire be pure and
anqg i d and the best that we can afford,
let y e Carmot aftord to ows 4 good sire,
Wargy ti ¢ advantage of the assistance to-
o at end offered by the government.
9SS to the province caused by
5 from what should have been veal
“Dhe 0 Would be difficult to estimate.
S0ciatis WOrk done by the cow-testing as-

e
bl‘eedin &

Deenis.. . 18 Becoming more and more ap-

faj) > 4nd in these days the man who

kng, ke advantage of the means of
g

maki:lng Whether the individual cow is
high.m.i M a profit or simply eating up his
Ing In 1 o4 feed is, to say the least, lack-

SINess ability and weak in details.”

The 5 ‘Directors’ Report.
asg"ciageport‘Of the directors showed the
ti°n. ané)“ to be in a sound financial posi-
Ju':nclo that the funds were wisely and
Sly Spent. The beginning of the

SOmewhat discouraging, owing to

President.

severe weather conditions and the scarcity,
of dairy feeds. Spring conditions were also

less favorable than in 1915 owing to cold

wet weather and lack of early pasture.

Heavy rains during early July resulted in

much damage to the hay crop and this
will be severely felt during the, present
feeding period.

The increase of total dairy produce is not
as marked as expected, and any increase
due from yield of.young stock was largely
offset by the weather conditions already
referred to.

The average prices for butter during the
past year were the highest ever reached
in B. C., resulting in good prices to the
milk and cream producer.

Outlook Promising. ’

The directors expressed the belief that
after the war is over there will possibly be
a temporary drop in the prices of dairy
products, but this should not, in their
opinion, be of so serious a nature that
dairymen will be induced to decrease their
herds, but to continue to make dairying a
permanent feature of their farming opera-
tions. Past experience has proved that
there is no other line of agriculture which
will, for a period of years, pay better than
dairy farming, and the directors expressed
the hope that high prices together with
better climatic conditions next season will
stimulate dairying to a much larger produc-
tio’i‘ll'le total membership of the association
for 1916 was 224, which was an increase of
twenty per cent more than in 1915. All of
the directors, and about 95 per cent of the
members, are actual dairy farmers, the
balance being creamery men and others

closely connected with the industry. In
this respect the B. C. Dairymen’s Associa-
tion shows a very marked contrast to the
associations of our sister provinces.

Appreciation was expressed of the as-
sistance given the association by the B. C.
department of agriculture to further the
dairy interests of the province, and of the
effort of the department to stamp out bo-
vine tuberculosis, and the hope was ex-
pressed that the government would vigor-
ously continue this important work.

Interesting Address.

During the first afternoon session Prof.
P. A. Boving, of the field husbandry de-
partment of the University of British Co-
lumbia, gave a very instructive address on
“Succulent foods, with special reference
to corn and roots,” and Prof. J. A. McLean,
of the animal husbandry department of the
university, took for his subject “Some es-
sentials of dairy cattle feeding,”” and point-
ed out the importance of the dairy farmer
growing as much as possible of the proper
kind of feeds on his own farm, to provide
plenty of succulent feed, and feed grain in
accordance with the individual needs of
each cow.

Dr. 8. F. Tolmie, B.'C. representative of
the Dominion Live Stock branch, spoke on

“Contagious Abortions,” and pointed out the

essentials in preventing the spread of this
dreaded disease. \

Evening Session.

The evening session was devoted ta an
address by Geo. H. Barr, chief of the dairy
division, Ottawa, on the ‘“Care of Milk and
Cream.” Many ladies and school children
attended to get the benefit of this talk on
a subject which has such a very important
bearing on the health of our people. Prof.
Boving followed with an address on the
“Importance of a Right Start in Seed-grow-
ing; Some Breeding Problems,” and gave
it as his opinion that British Columbia
will -become one of the important seed
growing centre of the continent, owing to
peculiar climatic and soil conditions which
are found here.

Second Day.

Mr. C. Marker, dairy commissioner, Al-
berta, reported on the butter competition,
and complimented our makers on the ex-
cellence of their exhibits. Continuing, he
emphasized the importance of grading and
paying for cream on a quality basis.

Mr. Barr, in his talk on the “Importance
of Cow-testing,” brought out some very
valuable discussion and expressed appre-
ciation of the work done by the four cow-
testing associations in B. C., whose work is
particularly valuable in that they also take
food costs into consideration.



