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of an English yeoman emigrant and his
children to Canada, soon after the rebeliion
of 1837.

This is an excellent central point,and en-
ables the poet not only to draw a picture of
the natural fecatures of the country and the
incidents and ccnditions of travel at that
epoch, but aise to bring on the actors of an
earlier tinie, almost from the foundation of
the Province, who recounit at fitting inter-
vals its history.

Thue aiso is given an opportunity for
those flne bursts of loyalty and patriotism
lalike due to the land of the emigrant's birth
and of bis adoption, and have for their foun-
tain the very beart of the poet.

In the VIth Canto, stanza 17, is to bus
iound a splendid tribute to Canada, and in
the VlIth t Y u3tc, stanza 4, another bot
less warm, to "4sea-throncd Britain."

Equally attractive are *the purely de-
scriptive parts of th2 poem of whicb the
sketch of Quebec, of the Heights of Abra-
ham, and of

IGlengarry's sisoe, where every face
Strong-Iiîsed anti grave isu<claiiiis liei- lsghlassd

race;
(Canto I1, stanza 30) nsay be particular.
ized, or the Niagara shore (Cansto 111,
stanza 11):

tie isilly gîui
Tisat nisuiss faiir Osîtariîî's westernî bîîend.

'Wlsere in tise us) oif îsIliîilîitaî uns geitly spuead,
Pronît Laike Ontario rests lus gdi nms lsead,
Eiblracingy iii lus arns tise wiîsdisig straiîd
And deep receasses if tIse yieldingi laind."

iThe domeetic virtues in this as in ail
other of Mr. Kirby's poems, draws ont bis
best ;perbaps as fine an ideal of truc mar-
niage as was ever written, is to bc found in
VIIth Canto, stasuzas 1,5, 16 and 17, be-
ginning,
Il 0), Iiappy pais andî love tliu iiuchîiy cuîiuîned
Witis nuptial garhiînds ansd tise zoue uisiiutnii."

Several fine episodes diver8ify the rou-
tine of the poem, of which we may mention
the ftorni ln the Atlantic and the hero-
ism of the sailor who saved the ship at the
expense of bis life, told in such terms and
graccd by sucbh refloctions as lift the whole
into the bighest regions of pocsy (Canto 1,
stanza 30).

Written in 1846 and publisbed in 1859,
in a country office, that of the N iagara Mail,
thougb scarcely a fitter birthplace couid
have been chosen for it, this noble poem
bas bad the fate of Pegasus in harness.
Some day surely the angel will corne and
lift it on sounding wings into regions of a
rarer atmosphere where its beantiful har-
monies will no longer be lost among sordid
surroundings, and a repentant world will
listen enrapt.

Leaving the Il U. E.," which forais a
volume in iteîf, of wbicb, howcver, oniy a
small edition, chiefly for distribution among
friends, bas yet been pubiished, wc corne te
what may be termcd a series of poctus, con-
tributed by Mr. Kirby to our periodical lit-
erature and called by hlm Canadian Idylle.
They are seven in number if we exclude the

IlDead Sea Roses," which, being soinewhat
different, in forml and texture than the rest,
secîns to range by itseif.

- 0f these beantiful poctus the author
lately said, Ilthey cover a peniod of ten
years,and I could go on writing idylls for ten
jears more but have stopped " (certainly to

r our great loss). The titles are : Spina
,Christi, The Belîs of Kirby Wiske and the
Lord's Supper in the Wilderness, The Har-
vest Moon, Pontiac, Busky Run, The Hun-
gry Year, and Stony Creek.

TR-E WEEK.

AIl are marked by that qnality of ideal-
ity which bas been alluded to before as dis-
tinguishing Mr. Kirby's muse. They are
recitcd in pure -Anglo-Saxon, and are en-
tirely frep from those arts and artifices so
rnuch employed to-day.

As in the" I J E,," the descriptive passag-
es are as rich in colour as perfect in delinea-
tien. A very noteworthy element aiso is
the religions sentiment which pervades these
polems, as ind,3ed it does ail of Mr. Kirby's
verse. Nor is it of the indistinct and non-
commital sort :instead, the basis of ail,
whether it bc argument-ausd there is
more than one of these from premiss to con-
clusion to be found in the Idylls-or state-
ment of a truth, le the inspired Word of
God, -and an earnest belief in the ultimate
ascend-ancy of the good is everywhere evi-
dent. Portions of the Idvlls have been
quotqd again and again, for their patriotic
sentiment which, noble as it ie, does not ex-
ceed in vaiue the elegance of its expression.
To most of us ie fansiliar the opcning of
"The llungry Year, " a revise of whicb by
the poet is here given two ues, the 5th
and Gth, having been addcd to tIse original
forra, and the word 'greatly 'substituted
for 1at last 'in the 7th line:

ITIe war was oîxer. 8even red years cof tiloîd
R-ad scîmrged Élie landî frorîui suîiuîtaîsi-top) to

sea

(8o long" it Louok tii rend the iniity frasise
Of Englnî(Is eumpire in the western world).
Witii lslp of forcigii aînis md fîreign guiid,
Rasnî treason,asîd tise Botsrboss's ind revesige,
Rebelliosi won, and tiiey whî grently loved
Tise cause tHat Icîc tiecî iost asîd i.eît their

faith
To E sîglas id 's cru ws an il sei-ned ici aie ain aîe
Passed i istîî exile." k, ý %

Again fromi the saine poemu
"The wî,iid oes rusliig by,

Thse as siesît tasîdii îrks îîf a iîîi l or t i sio,
Nl son smesn 1b0re dlep tise iiipuisit of thie la w

>f (Il oly, trutl an asl I ya i y ilistas sed.-

butt feared Goîî,
Nior shasiseil tif thi ir ait egi asse to tiie K inig.
'lo keep thle essp ire o55e 15 t 
An iii Ithitsrh oti of its jus 1 e rial race -
For u thuit tiîey ,sîslly fîî ugli t a isi ra vel y 1' st,
\Vliere luîsing %vas tii wiîî a ligher faune

The opening of each idyll strikes
the reader at o nce; the note of the whole
ie there sounded, and it ie ai ways a splendid
note, as for example f rom Interlude first
of IlThe Qneen's Birthday."

IUîhastissg, asnd ussresting fui i his heiglit
The sun suid dowîs tise 51011e of afternii,
Asi avalanîche of giory for u lisour.
Hue tieecy cloud o'erhead tîsat tleckcd tise lue,
Lay friiîged witls silver lîke ani aîgu-les robe
Afti t uspi l siîl -ais*, tîîîî brigit forî shaî e,
WhVlst in tise sîîîsti tise giîîts îîf sissssîou sliow

ers
Let dlowss tlseir goidesi ladders *

Again f rons Bushy Run :

'Tw;tîs late iii vituuiis, wlii the Iîiiily suis
Rsîitly as w-ithii ssw wine. tiiusgi goldesi isîst
And insceuse si k e <if Iii nti stiiser siiors
Ljike ais ilii iu at ioî and a dueisîs,ý

And the opening of tise second part of
"Dead S:,a Ra)ses " is equaliy striking

Niagara's stately river, Nvidle and deep.
Swept juto Laike Ontario's iinlasîd ses
Tîsat lay tipon tise carth one susnaer iiay,
Broad iii tise sunshirse -hike tise slîield oif God.
Its waters stretched to horizonîs awiiy,
Rinmed with the firmnent-aIis deepIy bine.
Quiet 'as love's cuontent ià iay and siept
lu1 dreamy hiappinesa, asea, of glass
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Jmagrery this which may challenge
old world literatures.

The only ballad that appears amiofg
Kirby's published verse opens lnt8î'
second of IlThe Hiarvest Moon."
purely Canadian in manner and senfle0
and repays careful study. It goes:

The eûw -bell tinkled in the grilss grO1'

bine,
Bonny is tise bnirbush, boniiiii Éie rOse'

As 1 wcîst d1isisgte ild refrain-
thiniy is the tusici bushi, bonnier thc rose,

twenty lines covering the baliad PtOP'
and forming an idyli in itself.

The [dyli IlSpina Christi," is gr
Kirby's representative in the volU06

Songs of the Great Dominio-n," but h
not have been the only one quoted, ioe
does not stand atone among the rest In ii
sense-excellent as it is. .' o

Two of the idylis, "lSpina Christl,
"The Belis of Kirby Wiske and

Lord's Supper in the Wilderness," are_
cluded under a general heading Of
Queen's Birthday, the poet availing hiIl!d

of this British-Colonial holiday to
fltting opportunity for the idyli recited; 0
two more, Il Pontiac I and IlBushy Rij l
are dedicated ti the saine occasion, thOgi
neither has, as in the first two, prelud? ~
interlude t,) introduce it. The closingli
of Il Bushy Run," however, testify:

'And noîw thle «aInle, w-eue en atnîd

play
lIn whjeici btii sies had 1, st usnd %vi ie
Fuiislied1 wi th fe îsttin,,, isusie, and adnc
Upi the lasîs of Paradise

'Ti'e sufftit toivsi of oldi St MarkS

Aiîîue the -uonislre p>ines, whi1e al itSblI
Broke out in liaLriiioiiy-a eharnîýiisgi pea1

That lilled the air with niusie a1il e wvay f
ToX cloîse the reveis of tlie Quc)teus il5d

With very evident intentioni tise
hasavailed bimself of the forai of prelude ,

interlude to sing the Canada of'*thec1n
rural tif e, its sports, its social characterioe
and in so doing to sketch individie0,i

IClifford " and "May," a Ilrosy " nial
sain( who waited with bier milkzin,-Pailî

lu style ail stuff oîf fasioiî,s newest mlode,
Was dresseqi like any lady îîf 1ho land,
As i s tIie %vonit tf i u r Caniadiais _,irls,
ilearîng thesuselves witl i naive cs

(trace,

Anid ail tise chariiiiiig ways of ladlyhood

Also to inteoduce patriotic figure 0j#,
past who play an important part anOllgjh
rest ;for inistance the aged1 IndisO
who had fought in 1776, and the
student " poet whose Il manuscript"

Il (f faded mbi aud yeliow pipes.
Ais old Cunadiaii Idyli of the hs.

chi iist i.' -

-delicate issinho is no less cti,'arOi'g e

thestudent of the pourus than châracteris
of the poet.

T1he legend of the carrying of a i'i
of the HI oly Thorn of ttse ol C3 eS
tîsat cime frein Pale-itine,

A~ plalnt from tiiaC whicti crucIIy the c
of thorils suplhîleîl,

Christ wore for sue.' b
and its planting in New FrancIbe;
Counit Bois le Grand whose "lRgoli "
Rousillon is ordered to the warl" r8t
the thorn trees on the Niagara plain , 0
the ruins of Fort George and Butler foe'
racks, and still called IlThe F rench Tho

Count Bois le Grand bas Ilbi
leave his Ilchatelaine in Francd,"


