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mistaken idea that they are Free Traders. He also states that the vast majority
of economists are in favour of Free 'lrade . lie makes a statement which requires
more substantiation than his mere assertion. I claim a knowledge of the
subjeet fully equal to is, and have corne to a diffèrent conclusion. He says
that no one who bas not thorouglily studied pl)Oitical econorny lias any riglit to
hold an opinion on the subject ; as lie writes on the subject, and evidently
holds an opinion, it is to be inferred. tlîat lie has t/ior-oig/i/y studicd pl)Oitical
economy,-a niodesi statement, wvIeii the wliole wvorld is studying it and
endeavouring to learn more about it. Has flot a mercliant, wvitli great interests
to, look after, a riglit to liold an opinion, even if lie lias flot studied Ricardo,
Smith aiid others? The mereliant is probably the best judge of his own
interests, and generally lias a better knowledge of tliese commercial princilîles
than aîîy theoretical autliority sucli as Adanm Snmithî, wlio Il vas led into many
errors by tlieorizing witlîout sufficient jîractical knowledge, lie dedticed many
of his facts from lus tlîeories instead of deducing lus tlîeories froni a knowledge
of the business of luis country." 1 would liumbly ask II Roswell Fishier," wvlo
has thoroughly studied political econonîy, to admit, tlîat a person nîay have
studied it as well as any ordinary mortal can and stili be a Protectionist.

THE TEACHERS' CONVENTION.

On Tuesday, the i 5tl, a large lîarty of teachers, two hundred and twenty
in nurnber, set out iupon a journey to the ancient city of Quebec, for the pur-
pose of attending the Annual Convention of Teacliers of tlîis Province. 0f
these, the larger number embarkcd uipon the steanuer Il Montreal." 'l'ie foggy
prospect on the river made somnewvlat doubtful the chances of an uninterrupted
journey; and, as it hiappened, about five miles from the city, the engine ceased
its pulsations, compelled by the unheeding fog wvbicl iutterly disregarded tlîe
wishes of the pedagogues ; the chain rolled ont and the anclior held uls fast, ini
sncb condition to remain for ten hours. But tlîe best was made of the situa-
tion; mucli good-humoured grumbling was hueard at first, but the advent of
Terpsichore and lier sister succeeded in keeping duil care out in tlîe cold and
the fog, proving tluat those of whom we expect prim decorum and austere
behaviour, are far from being unsusceptible-the professional mantle being
cast off-to the mirth and laughter-provoking influences wluicu love to dwell
with the cheerful in mind and heart. Hope revîved when, on Wednesday
morning, at 6 o'clock, the good steamer agaiîî essayed to pierce the frail but aIl
embracing mist that so gently and so quietly opposed progression, but sank 1
again when the announcement was made, at Batiscan, the hour being 2.30 p.m.,
that further progress thuat night was impossible. The ladies looked blue; thet
officers of the Association hueld frequent consultations; the worthy Captain
Nelson was appealed to, but the quiet fog was unyielding. There was nor
power mighty enougli to lift the cloudy curtain from the river which it enveloped.s
Whereupon, as the shades grew darker, and the mist no ligliter, there re-entered
upon the scene the spirits of nmusic and of mirth. The ladies, flrst in everyJ
gî,od. work, beholding withi pity, the sorrow-stricken visages of their brother
pedagogues, and having compassion likewise upon themselves, organise a pro- t
gramme, in which the instrumental, the vocal, the elocutionary, the dramatie
and the enigmatical participate. A senior dominie rises to propose votes of
thanks to the Captain and bis officers for their attention, and a member of the c
fourth estate, with characteristic gallantry, invites his fehlows of the maie per-f
suasion to tender a similar compliment to the ladies.

On the arrivai of the party at Quebec, it was found that the arrangements a
for their reception were sadly wanting in method and completeness; but after t
some hours' delay ail were provided for, and the work of the Convention was q
begun in earnest. It is not our intention to follow the Convention in ail its t
discussions, but simply to note the most important transactions. The paper of
Mr. Geo. Murray on the study of Etymology was flot what some would call a s
"lpractîcal " paper, but practical papers are usually as remnainder biscuit. Mr. c
Murray's paper was practical in the highest sense, and refreshing to listen toc
both as a literary production and as a work of scholarship. It would be um- 1
possible to give our readers an idea of its many beauties witbout reprodncing t
it in many parts, and this we are obliged to refrain from; but we may remark o
thafsudli papers should be heartily welcomed and more frequently produced at n
Teacliers' Conventions. Teachers would thus learn sometbing more than mere b
routine, methods and educational politics-things. good enough in their place, fi
perhaps-and would have an opportunity of assimilating knowledge that would a'
feed the im agination and heart and infuse a warm tli and refinem ent whicli m ark filh 
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of this Province, revealing as the resuit of personal examination a sad state of ir
affairs. Frequent change of teachers, defective organization, multiplicity of re
text-books in very small schools, absence of written examinations, insufficiency o0
of apparatus, absence of any definite plan of instruction, were ail among the ac
evils complaintd of. While it was asserted that school affairs were not in so w
bad a condition as some years ago, it was also confessed that the education si
given was very defective. Careful enquiry discloses the fact that outside of o
our cities our educational system, is a disgrace to our Protestant population. si

And the Government are not alone to blame. The people are lethargic, and
tlueir political leaders are nuore anxiouis, and flnd that it pays better, to direct
their attention to proposed railway scliemes wlîicli are warranted to fll the
purse, tlîan to rouse tiiem to their duty in the matter of education. Our
insiiectors, in our opinion, are in the majority of instances unfit for the positions
tluey occuîîy. WVe need men of sclîolarslîîp, nuen of exiierience, men of execu-
tive ability, men flred with a noble resolution to accomplish a noble work.
Tliese muenu we have not as yet, and until tluey arrive educational progress will
lie slow. We would favour, flot the abolition of inspection, for a system of
inspection is indispiensable, but a discliarge of the nuany inspectors wlio are
încoiipetent to luold. office, and the appointment of capable men-men who
would edtîcate teacluers and conumuîiities by word and by ivork.

A very interesting paper was also read l)y Mr. C. Thonias, of Waterloo, lis
subject being 'l'l'lie Moral Suppuort givelu to Teacliers." Mr. Thomas, in
forcible and elegant diction, referred to the total absenîce of support received
from patrons or selinol bo~ards in establisbing and maiiutaining that discipline,
withoîrt vhich the labours of the teacher are nseless and his school a farce.
l'le main idea runîuing thurougli Mr. Thornas's paper was the duty of parents
anud guardians to sustain tue autluority of the teacluer, and to refuse to listen to
tue mnuy idie comîlaiuts nuade against hinu by frivolous and hueadstrong
cluildren. In conclusion, tue essayist, addressing hiimself to parents and guiard-
iarus, remnided theni tluat Ilin the moral anud mental mechianism of tlueir cluildren
were keys capiable of sending forth diviruer music tlîan ever swelled at the toucli
of Handel ; it is in tue power of tlîat teacluer who is so often disregarded to
turn tluem to discordant notes, tlîat will render their possessor wretched or to
draîv fromu themn a real soul-inspiring melody that will cheer tlueîr possessor on
ail luis nuarch from the commencement of active life up to, the throne of God! '

The last session of the Convention was held in tue Music Hall at 8 p. m.
Dr. Miles, the retiring President, delivered luis retiring address, luis subject being
ISuperarunuation." From wluat was beard it would appear that the inducenuents

hueld out for thue adoption of thue teachers' profession, as regards sulierannuation,
wluen the natural forces begin to abate, are few indeed. The ftînd consists of
the money contributed by the teachers themselves, augmented by a small grant
from the pîublic cluest. The contributions are lîroportionate to the salaries, and
the pension received by the majority wlio are on the list, after twenty or thirty
years service, does flot exceed forty dollars. Many other dismal features of
the present system were ailuded to, and a suggestion thuat teachers lie made
employees of thue Department of Public Instruction, and thus entitled to the
provisions of thue Civil Service Pensions Act. was approved.

Reflecting on this matter, it seems contrary to ail custom and mile, that
:eaciuers whuo, as ail know, receive very small salaries should. expect very large
)ensions. At tlue saine time, the fact that thue salaries are small, miglut seem a
eason for establishing, by way of compensation, more generous pensions ; but
;ucl a scheme is flot iikeiy to lie adopted. But, to strike at the root of the
-natter, it is doubtfül whuether superannuation is a good thing to inauigurate.
For those teacliers wlio have been teachuing up to the present, and who are old
nd feebie, something undoubtedly sliould be done; but to lead our young teachers

.o enter this profession, having ultimate superannuation in view, lias many
bjectionable features. It destroys the independent feeling, inseparable frorn

nanliood ; it makes a man appear a feeder upon the bounty of the State; it
lasses him with paupers and stîchl ike, and the members of the leading pro-
ession need not expect their profession to attain to the dîgnity and respect
vbich others enjoy. We do flot superannuate the plysician, or the lawyer,
.nd only occasionally the minister ; why the teadlier ? Teadliers shouid strive
o obtaiu an increase in salaries, and salaries are usually luroportionate to actual
îualiflcations-abuiity and scholarship. Then they will be able to put by for
he rainy days, and will lie independent of the meagre grants of the State.

At this session also, the Rev. Dr. MacVicar addressed the audience. The
ubject of this gentleman's remarks was "lThe Teacler in lis study and in the
lass-room." Not being familiar with the wliole of Dr. McCosh's works, we
annot say if these remarks were entirely original, but we presumne thuey were.
?be paper was vigorous, and contained mudli that no one would feel inclined
odispute. It dwelt upon the importance of tbe teachers work, "ltbe necessity
f a thorougli acquaintance witli the science of teaching, the science of wlat
~iglit be a grand 'national poiicy' to elevate the standard of morals and
onesty among the people, and to diminish the number of those wlo become
rst class public frauds and robbers of baniks." 'lhle lecturer also discoursed
bout the home duties of teachers, their scliool duties, the importance of truth-
îlness in a manner which seemed to us very strange. The lecturer spoke as
the whole body of teachers, and those in attendance at the Convention

îcluded, had hitherto being wandering in the dark, and were deserving of
~primand ; as if lie were positively angry witli sonuebody. The utter absence
f genial, generous sentiment, sucli as that whicli glowed in Dr. Dawson's
ddress, for instance ; the utter absence of encouraging, soul-inspîring words
as remarkable, and the general tone of the whoie paper severe and bitter to
ici a degree as to, border upon the disrespectful and offensive. Not that vigor
reven velemence is aiways objectionable, but a generous appreciation of the
tbject taken in liand, and a feeling of respect and love for tlose wlomn it


