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THE BASIS 0F BIGOTRY.

Some articles bave beenl publisbied ini tbe SI'vIxi'Oi from tbe penof Mr. Frederie Harrison, an Iinglisb barrister, a disciple of Auguste
Compte, and a brilliant w riter xvithal. A word as to tbe master. Ife
xvas tbe author cf xvbat is now known as Il l'lie Positive lPbilosophy," in
wbich is taugblt tduit the bumian inid bas by, a nlatural laxx passed
tbrougli three successive stages in its thoughts uipon ail subjects, viz.,
the t/clgclstage, in xxhicb phenomena are accoitecl for by the
supposition cf supernatural beirigs to produce then; themca/sil
stage, in w hi ch whiie living supurnatural being-s are got rid of, certain
abstract ideas, sncb as those included in the use cf the xvord Il Naiture,"
IHarmiony,'' &c., take tlieir place in iinen's tbouglits as the productive

causes of everytbing ; anld thiefosî1ivc stage, iii whlicb, shaking off botbiunseen spiritual agencics anîd abstractions, the minci grasps the notion
of tbe universe in ail] its branches and departmnents, as proceeding
according to certain 1aws or- uniforin sequences, to be ascertained by1
observation and induction. M. Compte's God xvas Ilumanity-the
sont an abstraction-imrnortaîity an idea, or mnînory. Mýr. Harrison is
his disciple and exponent.

For tbe publication cf those articles we bave received mucb anci
severe censure, comîtaiiîec in private letters and public criticisîin. Sonie
lhave been basty enougli to accredit the làlitor- with holding -iinilar-
views-oticers have imot liesî,ýtated to say tliat sncbi reading ks lighly
dangerous to the ycniig- people <if our fainilies.

''ibe xvorld of blumnlami life is certaiîily to tliose cf uis xvo are omiîyorcliîary folk, al mîost elaborate puîzzle. lucre are liosts cf mii xx liaire always taik-img cf Il orig iiial sini,'' disorgamîizatiomis cf the iiiind and
spirit,''Il ignioranice,'' "total deplravity," amid sucli like tliings, xx'lo act as
if tbey nicant by Il original sin '' iilerent Iiolinies-, and by Il I(igorice
the fulniess cf knlovledge. Iliey have nctimg to (1I) witli cloibtiiig orqn esti(liii',, In Reigo tlc hav ami exact scienîce, nec'sar truths
as iii Gcoîîîetry amid Nlatliiatics. 'l'lic xvimdcxvs (f tiîeir great souls
have neyer beeni dlarkenied--tlieir judgmiiemt is nct xvarped : tlieir know-
ledge is îlot partial, as was lii-hiest hunmami knowledge imi the days cf
P>aul ; but absolute xvisdcmn bias cliosen to lîve with theieî, amid iii aIlprobability, w'ill clic witm thi. Tbey have said-this tlîing is false,
and of course it is false. 1 loxv did thîey reacli tliat sublinme position?
By beiîîg educated as tiîey w'ould have others educated ncw. In this
niatter cf Il 'l'le Positive >hilosophîy," we agree with themn, îot liaving
a particie cf synipatby with the teachîings cf Compte. But whîen xve
are told it is highly daigerous te put sncbi reading ilîto the hiaîds cf
youîig people, thîeî w'e differ in toto coe/o.

Yong peopîle may be comîpelled to read and knioxv one side cf
tlîings, or one set of questionis ; but nc powver cf earth cami stay tie
swccp) cf educatiomi or cf liberal thouglit. They may be kept for a timie
from aIl those great questions cf life and death, cf timie auîd eteruiity,
wlîich trouble in thougbtful nîmids. Tlîey îîîay mîîake of thîcir opinions
a couch te rest upon, but tic tiune xviii comne xvien thîornis will heave
thrcugh thc ccvcring anîd pierce the skimî anîd start thecm to their feet in
discontemît and questiemling. A casual word-the sudden rising cf a
thcught-a day's sickîiess, a new bock, xviii brimîg new ideas stdirmîimîg
mn upon the seul. Questions cf God and Christ-cf Immrnortaity-of
Free Wili and Fate-cf E.,vil amîd îoxv it camne to be, will toss tiieni te
and fro, as thîc sea xviii sport with a sbip \Viieii pressed by tue wings cf
a sterni. Somnxe wii! pay littie beed, and wiîistie their cioubts cwn the
wind. Tlbcy wiil fali back upomi thîcir ignorance, xvich tiîcy mîiscaii
.kn cwiedge. They wili thrust the rising dcubt clown as an cvii thimig
anti a foe, uintil they bave persuaded tliemseives thiat d<iubts are cf the'devii, and ail %\'hio hoid vicws opposcd te thicir ewn te bcecvii emtrcated.
And that is the basis cf bigetry. Others wiii reacbi tliat by a longer and
more diicult wav. Wbcîî deubts come they xviii use tlim at first asthings te play witlî-they wiiI amruse themselves xvith stramige and
briliiant faîicies-they wiii take pleasure in watchîing the xveird, fanitastie
shapes tue fegs cf tlieir mirid fail into. Theni, as the tiîings grcw gril-ler
and darker thîcir courage wili fail-for the danger is îîexv-tie difficuity
bas tiot a fanmiliar- appearance, tbey bave corne face to face witlî the
awful, gaping, bleeding xvounds cf the universe. Iiîey searcb for thehîeaiig balini, but cannot finci it. Cannot find it iii the Churclies-
canuiot find it iii Herbert Speîîcer's Sccioicgy-in Mattbew Arnioid's
ISwý,etnss amîd ligbt," or tiîat Il eternal power, net ourselves wbicb

mnakes for riglbteeusness ;" not iii the Ilbiggest Bioiogist," or the Il most
prodigicus protol)lastoligist ' cf Hluxley, or the positive phîilosophy cf
Harrison. And tiii cornes the most awful moment in a mnan's life-the moment xvbemi tue soul begins te feel tiîat nîany of tbe props it had
rested on are eld anti rottemi--te feel a horrible insecurity--as if life liad
lest its mcaning and sbriveiled te a spaîî, and the sad mystericus Here
peinted te ne Hereafte-. Froni that there is an instant receil te, a
narrow form cf fatitb--cr a narrow forun cf nc-faith. It bas produced a
bigoted believer, or a bigoted non-believer.

It arises frcm the previcus lack cf educatien. The doubt hias
cerne wvitb awfui sudden sxvcep upon an unprepared mmnd. Tbe teacbi-
ing xvas one-sided, se was the growth. Tbe Reason bias been neglccted ;
the Judgment bias been biassed ; the mmnd has net been traiuîed to

weigbi matters and sift evidence, and the first coming of somte greatprobiem of life xviii bring disaster. The separate method in anythiingis bad. A chiid educated in a narrow sectarian sYstem, xviii be narroxvand sectarian in hiis tbougbits and modes of living. The politicianw ho reads but the press of bis party, and seeks no acquaintance xvithopinions beyond its limits, may be a firm partizan, but a statesm-an hieneyer can be. And the theologian, wbetber as minister or layrnan,wh'o bias confined bis study to onle scbooi, or pinned his faith to adenomnination, miay bc very earnest, very full of a kind of faith, verytenacjous in bis clasp upon it; but very xvise as a guide, or very efficientas a teacher, lie cannot be. Is a student likeiy to knoxv more ofbib istory, and to be more correct in buis estimate of time andevents, because bie bias oniy read British eulogists, and flot wbiat Frenchand Germain writers bave said oni the subject ? If bie shall say "lfactsof biistory. are facts, and xvby sbouild there bc two versions, or twoopinions, of the saine thing ? " wiiii be be jud, -ed mucbi other tbanl afool, and no truie student ait ail ? Wbat \wouid be said of tbe man ofscience if lie confined bis studies to onie scbool ? And yet tbere aremen professing to teacb the great and sacred science of life ; askingthe people to learni low to live, but trying to bide fromi those tbeywouid teach, ail theories but their oxvn. They seemu to bave forgottenthe ilijuniction, Iladd to your faitb k1iow1'cdgc."
\Vbat is necded-ancî needeci grecatly-is not al narrowing proeess,,flot a drawing in of the lines, but a broadening process, more iiberaiityof sentiment, more generosity of viexv and jud-nment and sympatby..Roinî lias alw~ays biad its Index ex-l>urgatoriunî ancl books whichsenîed to oppose bier dognias were forbidden a free circulation ; andRome bias been the fi uitful miother of infidelity. Some Protestantsare flot a w bit more xvise or toierant. Tbey brand and condemn ailtbecy do flot approx-e. H olding tbc divine rigbt of infaliibility as to,knowedgeof literature, tbey put fetters on the popular mmiid as trulyas ex'er dlid Romne. IlDo flot read tbis ;do îlot read that ; give noattention to the men xvho do not pronourice the Sbibboleth correctlyif tlîey only leave ont the bi, turn away froni tbem, tbere is danger inthe iistening, there is danger in the reading." Tbat is the cry ; asfooiisb and fallse a sentiment as niiortal could put into words. Thedanger lies not in knwegbut in ignorance; not in breadth of view,but i narrowness of sentiment; flot in niuch reading, but in little andone-sided reading. That people lvili only be great, baving a permanentfaitb, who bave conquered doubts in tbemseîves ; bave faced tbeproblemns of life: bave sifted evidences, and reaclied conclusions.througbi intelligent convictions. It would be xvell if men and xvomensbould lay to bieart the injunction of tbe great Apostie :"I Work outyoiir ozî,'n salvation," that is, do flot trust to the faitb and works ofotes;do not rest on the knowledge ohr aeaqie uacquire fo orevs htt oronfaitb may be added a know-ledge wbicb is your own.

MONTREAL SOCIETY.

XVhat is i t? and XVhere is it ? Wbo is, and especially, wbo is not, the:cremne die lai crimèe ? WXhat does, and xvbat does flot constitute it ? Wbereshali we find it, and where inay w'e flot look for it?We are ilivite<l to a Very grand party, at the aristocratie Mrs. So-and-so's.Ceinet manly finle people in very fine elothes, but as to their pedigree, that-is an autre chose.
We shall possibly find the butcher, the baker and the candlestiek maker,,amiong tlie not very reniote ancestry of some of tbe guests. Indeed wve inayperchance finid tbe (ltlcndami hutcber, baker, or candiestick maker, tinker, tallor-or rimundrtaerunder sorne of the fine broadclotb nowv present. But wedo flot olbject to this. It is tbe pride and boast of our country tbat anybodIymay liecomne soniebody, and nObOdy nleed despair of becon-ling almnost anybody.What wve wonld object to is tliat when the nobody becoines somiebody, bie is aptýto look (lown milon anybody who is nobody; and ywe ail know tbat nobody likesto be looked down uipon by anlybody, even if bie is somnebody, and especially ifflot long ago lie, too, %vas îiobodly. "'hen, too, altbougb Morley is the onlystandard, we do flot seemn to blave any firm money basis. We are divided UPinto innumnerahîle lîttle cliqules and coterieý eacb of whicb seems to despise and(lepreciate the other. Mrs. Sinytb ivill 'tell yoit that sbe does flot care toassociate with MNrs. lie jones, because she bias been told tbat Mrs. De Jones'father once kept al sinall botel and soid liquor iby the glass ! Again, Mrs. Diejolies wvill te"l yon' that tie Simyths are very low people, altboughi tbey put 0f1sncb airs fiow whv th ey once kept a corner shop in Gr'fitxnandsl tabyý te bulidîci N ow these are distinctions withomt a difference, and %vould it notbe better to ignore tiierfi ý Let ail xvbo are possessed of a certain inconie, or wbohave n apcerti sy leIet togeLher on the saie level. Let the young peoplehav a oporuntyOf etin acuantdfalling ini love? ndi nîay bmrarry-ing. What does it 'natter xvhether the ancestral bearings were a meat-axe, atailor's goose or a eobbler's awl ?WVhy should we wseOu lives listeng to wretchedtade st oSo-and-so's father rmade buis mnoney, or bow So-and-so blmiseîf was once a boot-black or.- an erranid boy? Wbat does it niatter, lUnless we mnay admire. theeleverness and businless ability that bas raised thein to .their present position ?But in a commercial community like this, wbere the Miillionaire of to-day maybecome the insOlve,, of to-mnorrow ; wbere the strongest bouses are tottering, aiidtbe xveak ones are sure to corne te tbe ground ; vould it miot be better te changeour base Of society, and build it upon somne surer foundation ? Wby not meetupon tbe great platform of tbe nllfleteentb century-edticat. and cultivation-


