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THE BASIS OF BIGOTRY.

Some articles have been published in the SPECTATOR from the pen
of Mr. Frederic Harrison, an English barrister, a disciple of Auguste
Compte, and a brilliant writer withal. A word as to the master. He
was the author of what is now known as “The Positive Philosophy,” in
which is taught that the human mind has by a natural law passed
through three successive stages in its thoughts upon all subjects, viz.,
the ticological stage, in which phenomena are accounted for by the
supposition of supernatural beings to produce them ; the mctaphysical
stage, in which while living supcrnatural beings are got rid of, certain
abstract ideas, such as those included in the use of the word Nature,”
“Harmony,” &c,, take their place in men’s thoughts as the productive
causes of everything ; and the positize stage, in which, shaking off both
unseen spiritual agencies and abstractions, the mind grasps the notion
of the universe in all its branches and departments, as proceeding
according to certain laws or uniform sequences, to be ascertained by
observation and induction, M. Compte's God was Humanity——the
soul an abstraction—immortality an idca, or memory, Mr. Harrison is
his disciple and exponent.

IFor the publication of those articles we have received much and
severe censure, contained in private letters and public criticism,  Some
have been hasty cnough to accredit the Editor with holding similar
views—others have not hesitated to say that such reading is highly
dangerous to the young people of our familics,

The world of human life is certainly to those of us who are only
ordinary folk, a most claborate puzzle, There are hosts of men who
are always talking of “original sin,” “ disorganizations of the mind and
spirit,” “ignorance,” “total depravity,” and such like things, who act as
if they meant by “original sin ” inherent holiness, and by “ ignorance ”
the fulness of knowledge. They have nothing to do with doubting or
questioning.  In Religion they have an exact science, necessary truths,
as in Geometry and Mathematics.  The windows of their great souls
have never been darkened-—their judgment is not warped : their know-
ledge is not partial, as was highest human knowledge in the days of
Paul ; but absolute wisdom has chosen to live with them, and in all
probability, will dic with them. They have said—this thing is false,
and of course it is false. How did they reach that sublime position ?
By being educated as they would have others educated now. In this
matter of “ The Positive Philosophy,” we agree with them, not having
a particle of sympathy with the teachings of Compte, But when we
are told it is highly dangerous to put such reading into the hands of
young people, then we differ in toto calo.

Young people may be compelled to read and know one side of
things, or one set of questions; but no power of carth can stay the
sweep of education or of liberal thought, They may be kept for a time
from all those great questions of life and death, of time and eternity,
which trouble in thoughtful minds. They may make of their opinions
a couch to rest upon, but the time will come when thorns will heave
through the covering and pierce the skin and start them to their feet in
discontent and questioning. A casual word—the sudden rising of a
thought—a day’s sickness, a new book, will bring new ideas storming
in upon the soul. Questions of God and Christ—of Immortality—of
Free Will and Fate—of Evil and how it came to be, will toss them to
and fro, as the sea will sport with a ship when pressed by the wings of
a storm.  Some will pay little heed, and whistle their doubts down the
wind, They will fall back upon their ignorance, which they miscall
knowledge.  They will thrust the rising doubt down as an evil thing
and a foe, until they have persuaded themselves that doubts are of the
devil, and all who hold views opposed to their own to be evil entreated.
And that is the basis of bigotry.  Others will reach that by a longer and
more difficult way, When doubts come they will use them at first as
things to play with—they will amuse themselves with strange and
brilliant fancies—they will take pleasure in watching the weird, fantastic
shapes the fogs of their mind fall into.  Then, as the things grow grimer
and darker their courage will fail—for the danger is new—the difficulty
has not a familiar appearance, they have come face to face with the
awful, gaping, blecding wounds of the universe. They search for the
healing balm, but cannot find it. Cannot find it in the Churches—
cannot find it in Herbert Spencer's Sociology—in Matthew Arnold’s
“ Sweetness and Light,” or that “cternal power, not ourselves which
makes for righteousness ;” not in the “biggest Biologist,” or the “most
prodigious protoplastoligist ” of Huxley, or the positive philosophy of
Harrison, And then comes the most awful moment in a man’s life—
the moment when the soul begins to feel that many of the props it had
rested on are old and rotten—-to feel a horrible insecurity——as if life had
lost its meaning and shrivelled to a span, and the sad mysterious Here
pointed to no Hereafter, Irom that there is an instant recoil to a
narrow form of faith——or a narrow form of no-faith. It has produced a
bigoted believer, or a bigoted non-believer.

It arises from the previous lack of education. The doubt has
come with awful sudden swoop upon an unprepared mind, The teach-
ing was one-sided, so was the growth, The Reason has been neglected ;
the Judgment has been biassed ; the mind has not been trained to
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