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lish bank clerks," and the next time you write about it, leave out that apos-
trophe or you'll have the terrible Niven down upon you. For a man whc
speiks of IIChristian injunictions " and IlChrstian-like laniguage," Mr. John-
son's obscure threat of wbat Mr. Rothweil might expect fromn Ilsome able
bodied c]erk " is unpleasantly associated with habitués of the Prize Ring!
slightly brutal, Mr. Johnson "where did Yeu gel il ?" Your adv;ce to
your critic is supcrfluous: there need be no asking in such matters h le bias the
righit to make and pt on paper your or any on1e clse's vapid remarks. As to
the tailors' hbis lie compliments you radier thaîi otherwL;c îîot everyone
tortures bis brain about paying suich bis . and the record of your brethren is
honourable. The.best letter on the subjcct is that of Il Anothier Bank Clerk,"
wbo, however, is flot quite rîght when he describes Mr. jobnson's effusion as
"9whoily wanting in force." Possibiy the able-bodied business xvas overlooked
and the aversion to pedestrianism on roofs. Probably "lAnother Bank C]erk "
would admit that if the entrée of bis kind int the bcst society spoils Somfe
very young ones, it saves many of themn from evils that couLLd flot be miidly
called spoiling. Bank officers should be better paid and the best doors should,
and do open t0 tbcm. If the youngsters are harmlessly spoilt in the salons of
Sherbrooke street, better il shouild be s0 than have their ruin madle easy in
dishonourable abodes.

When F. Il. T. said that tile writer is Il possessed of some Hibernian wit
which renders him a better puinster than critic," hie was thoughit to have un-
consciouisly accouinted for Mr. Niven's success in the latter capacity uintil it
came 10 mind that great critics have been great punsters and wits. È. H. T'.
shoîild therefore explain the process by îvhiclb the Il Hihernilan " is more
favourable 10 punning than to criticism. ,yaxonZ.

THE RARITY 0F SUCCESS.

It is common 10 speak of a ni xvho lias not succeeded in life, as the ex-
pression is, as if non-success were the exception as if it svere a severe
reflection uipon him ; as if it were an evidence of bis falling below the average
capacity. We resist witli difficulty a feeling of contcmpt for such a man, par-
ticularly if we have failed of prosperity ourselves, since biard experience in our
own case has a tendcncy, oddly cnotîgh, to render us uncharitable t0 others.
We know, and can te]], with great volubility and detail, precisely why ive so
missed our destiny. Just as we were again and again on the pioint of
accomplishing wbat we had long strugglcd for and richly deserved, some
circunistance or circumstanccs that could not possibly have been foreseen pre-
vented the fulfilment of our wvell-laid plans. This may be true-the less truc
it is the nmore disposcd ive are 10 believe it-but we are slow to think that our
neighbotîr owcs bis defeat to any detcrring circurnstance. Ile failed throîîgb
somne fauît of bis own ; we failed in spite of our ability. It is a striking dis-
t.inction that wlien ive mnrt hest ive fare wvorst, wvbile our fellowvs menit svorst
when they faire bcst.

It is always casier to tell tban 10 know why ive do not succecd. The
wonder is, ail tbings considered, that s0 many succeed as do; and yet the
many are vcry few, compared with aIl. We arc pcrpetually hicaring of the men
who draw the pnizes of life, though tbe public voice is sulent conccrning those
who get the blanks, and they arc always hundreds 10 one. Success of any kind
is so extremcly rare that the sînallcst succcss is a distinction. We are apt to
chafe and fret in that wc arc lcss fortunate than those above us. Blut wc migliî
be tempered and contented if we were willing 10 look below. The poorest of
us can borrow a wvretched sort of consolation by remcmbcring that there are
thousands worse off than ive. We are fond of repining because we have liot
succeeded, assuming that success' is somcîbing absolute instead of relative.
The success of one man is the failure of another, and so interchangeably.
Indeed, our own aim. is incessantiy sbifting; the height we wisb to rcach riscs
when wc have reachcd it; we want stili 10 do, whatever we have donc. Ilthus
the success of last year may be the failure of Ibis wliat wc couint succcss in
youth seeins but a sorry performance in middle age.

Do we ever quiite succeed in our own estimation ? Is not our suicccss
necessarily beyond anytbing wc have accompiished ? Is îîot success another
name for the unattained and unattainable ? Is not our success callcd such
only by others ? But, taking the word in its mere practicai and ratber vulga «r
meaning.-the acquirement of a certain amouint of l)roperty, tbere are very few
who succccd. Purbiaps cverybody in this country vaguely hiopes tbat lie shahl
some day be nich, riches having no special significance exccpîtiig the relief fi oui
need of labour and accompanying ease of surroundings. After a number of
years of grappling witb the world, the majority of men find that ail tbey can
expect to do is t0 live, and they make no active effort for accumulation.
Privately, ait least they admit they bave failed, having in mind acquaintances
and fniends in possession of houses, lots, bonds, and stocks not to be computed.
Have thcy failed ? Compared with the bondbolders and stock owncrs, ycs;
conipared withi a host of others. no. If they have managcd 10 keep ont of
debt, they have done better tban the mass, for flot one ini fifty, it is said, quits
the world financiaily even. 'l'erefore, il may bie asscrted tbey hiave been
successfi. Iniquite of the envied bondblDders if they hav- succeeded, and

-you wiil discover that tbcy, 100, arc disappointcd. Some one on îvbom. they
h ave fixcd their eye bas succeeded; bîtt flot thecy. The little tbcy have scraped

*together amouinîs t0 nothing. Tbey are no neaner contenîrnent than those who
sirnply make botb ends mccl;- in ail likelibood tbey are flot so near, for thcy are
ambitious ,and restless for fuirtbiçr acquisition, wvlile those arc resigncd.10 their
condition.

It is astonisbing the smail proportion of the successful 10 the unsuccessful
in any and every svaik of life. 0f a thousand wbo study law and are admitted
10 the Bar, the nîajority are driven from the profession by want of practice ; a
bundred, perbaps earn a scanty living, twcnty gain pecuniary independence,
five gel some reputation, one or two becorne distinguislied. Among the young
men authorized t0 write M. D. after tbeir names, how rnany take any nank as
physicians? Hardiy one ini seventy, and of these, cornfortabie competency
and ivide reputation corne îîot 10 five. Clergymen of real abiiity are cxceed-
ingly scarce, and even these frequenîiv suffer from lack of appreciation.
Uniess chance favour, they may deliven clever sermons down 10 an old age,
froni country pulpits, and flot an echo of tlieir cleverness reach the sources
tbat chronicie faîne. Nevertheless, theological semînanues are fuli of students,
and liberal donations are constantly being made for tbeir support.

Literature wvould semr to be a satire on the highest talent. Only men of
genîus are certain 10 be acknowledged, if the geniuses and their friends are to
be credited. Ev ery year lîundreds of thie erninentlv gifted spring up un cvery
quîarter of the ]and, and out of tbeni the new poets, philosophers, historians
aiid novelists are to issue. But lime speeds on, and the authors that wvere
expccted are clamorotîsly called for. Ti'by biave mystcriously melted away.
Eitber their fieny souis hiave consuImed tlin, or, disgusted with Uice stupidity
of a sordid public, thcy have turned tlheir attention lu selling boots anîd shocs,
or 10 advertisiîig wvaîdcring ininstrel troupes. 'l'le brightest liglits thaI are 10
be, of jourualism. arcecverlastingly being sînuffed ont. Meni vbo are 10 introduce
a fresli order of tiuings, wlîo, iii their ininaturity, are capable of teaching
veterans of the guild, measure themselves agaiîîst pen and ink, and Io Ilîcir
flond promises are uinredeenîcd, and, in sober sooth, are irredeemable. In
mercantile circies, in fiîîancial svalks, the samne propliecy of excellence remauns
unverified -

Thie unsuccessfui can always console thieiselves iil the knowledge thiat
they are in an immense majority. Wbere neariy the wbioie worid fails, is il
not invidious 10 succecd ? No nian, whatever lus qualities. can be confident
of success, wvlich. frcqucntiy cornes from causes beyond control. Undcniably,
ail of us, if the qîîestim)n be left 10 us, deserve to succeed., and t0 deserve
success is vastly hetter than 10 gain succcss, wlîicii, whcn ive miss il, is veny
apt 10 Ie accidcntal.--2N E. 7imes.

DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

'lhle letter of " U. S." in lasI îveek's issue touches on a feature of Monîrcal
domestic cconomy or rallier a forîn of Moîîtreal cliarty, svbich ive agree with
our correspondent iii stroiîgly condemning is, the practice of giving away
broken breacl aînd icats 10 beggars. If these things wevce always given wbile
in a fit state, for wvbolesonie food wve wvouid not object - aitiîouglî il is ivei
known that bcggars are flot generaliy real objecîs of charity; but sve do not
cal] il cbIanity wvben odds aînd ends of differeînt disbies are buddled together
with stale crt sts and tendered mn a nasty heap svbicb must be disgusting even
ho a beggar. Wîeîî sve think one is ncally in want of food sve should prescrit
il iin a palatable fon. In a properly managed liouse notbing îîeed go 10 ivaste ;
dry crusts, broken ineat boîucs, and cold vegetables caîî ail be donc over int
palatable and wvhoicsome food. lii good cooking noîlîiîg can be iii more con-
stant dernaîd than fine dry bread crumbs, and liiese sbouid aiways be made
froîn the broken bread, by placing it in a cool oven and ailowing il to remain
ntl ierctycîp hnnii il out1 ou the b)akýiin siab tîntil quite fine,

and putting ut aivay iii botties, or as some prefer tying it up) in palier bags.
These bread crunips arc inucli hetter and handier than those made fnom. thc
new boaf, and yet many cooks must always bave new bread 10 niake the dress-
ing for fisbi, or fowl, althougli the unprepared loaf caîî neyer be mnade mbt
sufficiently fine crum.bs, and tiîey are neyer dry enougli for fnying cutîcîs or
fish. Fine dry bnead crumbs can be used in couintless wvays. Tiîey make
puddings, griddie-cakes anid muffins - they arc inuch nicer tbaîî cracker crumbs
for frying oysters f tbey are very good as thickeig for severai kinds of
family sou 1 s-one caui scarccly 'ook a nice inicai vîthout ncqîiiring themn for
some cbshi, and yet wc allow our servants 1 o the brokecn brcad lie arouîîd
tili il is stale or musty and then insuit some poor creature by offening it 10 bier.
It is no wonder we so oflen sec beaps of crlîsts and bones lefî banc by thie
melting snoxvs of spring, but let us flot blame thîe poor beggar, svbo is obliged
10 empty her overburdcned basket and tnudge oui in lbopes of geîîing sonie-
tbing that bier chibdnen can cat. 0f whiat use cari tiese dry crusîs bc 10 lien?
Suie lias no cutiets 10 fry, no fowl 10 dress, no unilk anid eggs (0 make savory
puddings -,wben she asks us for bread we might as well give lien a stone. Let
us flot 'cali Ibis cbarity, but rather sinful waste and careless cruelty. For
suneby when a poor creature begs food il is cruel t0 offcr it in a form which


