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JOINT d of of

the American Institute of Archltec(s, (he Westem .
ional

A of Archil and the N

ot Builders met in New York recently and agreed upon a
unifortn contract which will be submitted to architects
and builders for general use throughout the United
States. Should a lorm of contract be devised which will
meet with the approbation of persons i d, a
similar document should be agreed upon for use in tlus
_country.

HE G lysts have p d a highly
dable actin and analyzing water
used for drinking purposes in various paris o( the
Di i The analysis of these Jes proves that
only about one-third of the drinking water in use can be
designated pure. Many of the most impure sampies
lyzed were obtained from wells si d near school
houses, from which probably the school supply of drink-
ng water is obtained. This fact ought to be sufficiently
alarming to pavents to compel them to adopt sanitary
measures 10 preserve the lives of their children, Could
they but know how many cases of typhoid among public
school pupils bave had their origin in polluted well
water there would be less indifference mantfested in this
impostant subject.

P

E observe with r

. the best work of which we could procure d
. Although, for the renson given, and from a desire to en-

kind to mark important events in the history of the
country, will exert a powerful influence on the minds of
future g of C: kening in them a
pride of country which is & necessary foundation to the
greatness of any nation. It is surely fitting that the
designing of these national monuments should be en-
trusted to Canadian artists, and we hope that the
patriotism which prompts the erection of such a
memorial will extend also to the designer.

™ HARGES of unfairness are being preferred agamst
the City Council of Brantford in connection with

the awarding of the continct for the construction of the
new waterworks system. Certain of the Brantford
papers, as well as those of outside towns, are alleging
that the Waterous Company were given the figures in
the American Company's tender, and were allowed
to take advantage of this information by pumng m a

specimens of work for illustration. We simple reserve
the right to publish or not, basing our decision in the
maiter entirely upon the merils of the designs and draw-
ings. We invite those who are capable of good design-
ing and drawing to send us speci of their best work
for publication.

PINIONS gro and con are being exptessed
through the of the p

the practicability of the scheme for the constructlan of
the proposed Trent Valley Canal. Great differences of
opinion exist also regarding the amount of traffic which
would be likely to find its way through the canal, and
the consequent amount of revenue which could be
counted on to assist in recouping the Government for
the vast outlay which would be required to carry out the
undertaking, We hope the discussion of the question
will until all the ink possible has been
btained. The y for the canal should be estab-

lower tender after the time specified for v 4
tenders had expired. We bave no information which
would warrant us in expressing an opwion as to the
truth or falsity of these charges. The circumstance,
however, recalls the disgraceful proceedings which
characterized the purchase by the city ot Toronto of a
new pumping engine four or five years ago. The wire-
pulling and trickery connected with that transaction was
sufficient to show that the man who can bring the most

lished, and also the probability that it will pay the cost *
ot maintenance and interest on the capital used in its
construction before any steps are taken to carry out the
scheme. It is quite natural that people living and own-
ing praoperty along the voute of the proposed canal
should be enthusiastic advocates of the carrying -out of
the work, but inasmuch as the people of the couatry at
Jarge will be asked to shoulder the burden of its cost,

“influence” to bear upon the al alwost invari;

gets the advantage of the man who relies upon his reputn-
tion for honesty and the figures in his tender to secure
hum the contract. We.hope that when the facts of the
Brantford case come out, if they ever do, it will be seen
that the contract was honestly awarded.  If that should
turn ocut 1o have been the case, everyone will be plaased

the q to be idered is—will the undertaking
poy? Weare already, for a young country, to lerably
well supplied with railways and canals ; we are paying a
very large sum yearly in interest upon the money bor-
rowed to construct them, and we should absolutely re.
fuse to mcrcase our burdens in this direction mthout

that a local and not an A d the
contract.

T ———
E desire to say 2 word or two on the subject of
illustrations for publication in this journal. We
bave of late been compelled to decline to publish many
of the illustrations sent to us for that purpose, on account
of the lack of merit displayed in design and drawing.

. We confess that in two or three instances we have pub.

lished drawings sent us that were by no means up to
the standard, but we did so simply because we desived
to give all paits of the Dominion fair representation.
When we commenced the publication of the CANADIAN
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER we determined to illustrate

being first d that further expencitare is ab
ired and will make us profitable returns.
e

HE plumbers' strike in this city seems as far from
being settled as ever, Indeed an adjustment of

the difficulty nowappears much moredifficolt thanitwould
have been when the strike began. Both pacties to the
dispute have acted in a manner calculatcd to wnden the
breach rather than to

a
" understanding, We have so far not seen any suuement

made as to the grounds upon which the joumeymen ask
for such a substantial increase of wages. It cannot be
said that the plnmbmg busmess is in such a prosperous
condition asto g by one-_
fourth their wnges bl On lbe comrary, the outlook for

courage our readers-to send us drawings, we allowed
ourselves to be led into publishing some that had but

. little merit, we shall in future avoid doing so. We have

.. . many Canadian architects who are capable of producing
that it is proposed to ,

Pty

erect a suitable memorial to mark the scene of

the battle of Lundy's Lane. The Lundy Lane His.
__torical Society has submitted to Col. Otter, of this cnly,
“the following suggestion for the proposed monnment :
That a space of at least 25 feet square be secured at or
near the highest part of the hill, and that suitable access
thereto be made from the doomay 2. That a stone
tower be erected at a height of not. less fhan % feet
square excllmve of flagstafl, and of a width of dinmeler

ot the base sufficient to afford a suitable room for the

exlnblt of relics or trophics of the battles lought in the
neighborhood the room to have an arca of not Jess than

ble designs and drawings, and is not fair to Can-
adian architecture to publish illustrations that are not

. farcly representative of the best work done in this

country. Unfortunately the authors of some of the

- drawings sent to us appear to be unable to distinguish
. 83 between good work and bad, so far at least as their

own . ploductions are concerned. If they could thus

: judge, they . cerainly would not be so ready to send

200 square feet. 3. The mmennl to be of Queenston

limestone, but other stone may be used in relief, if com-
pact and durable. ‘The eréction of monuments of this

abroad over this continent and Europe specimens of
third-class architecture and drawing with their names as
authors attached. In thus declining to publish inferior
drawings, we shall be doing a kindness to their authors,
and shall feel that we are not guilty of misrepresenting
to the outside world the preponderating quality of the
work done in this country, We make this statement
with no desite to discourage any one from sending us

the master plumbers of this city is by no means bright.
The large amount of speculative building done during
the last three or four years has greatly diminished this
season, and is not at all likely to revive for some time to
come. There are already houses enough erected 10 sup.
ply the waats of tenants for iwo or three years at least.
Building operations m this line will consequently beona
very much smaller scale than heretofore. The large
amount of speculative huilding done of late created
a demand for a cheap kind of plumbing, and induced
aconsudernble numbcr of persons to embnrk in the
b As a 1

found theic services fn demand. If a continuance of
that condition of affairs might be counted upon, there
there might be some ground upon which to claim an in-
crease of wages. Seeing that the amount of plumbing
required during the next two years is likely to be at
least tweaty-five per cent. less than during the last two -
years, the action of the journeymen must be
regarded as either very thoughtless or very bl
On the other band, the refusal of the employe s
to - consult with the strikers or to agree to an




