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A JOINT comimittee composedlofrepresentativres 
of

the America Insttitte Of Architects, the Western .
Association of Architects and the National Association
oi lluilders met in New York recetîly and agreed upon a
unifortn contract which will be submitted te architects
and builders for general use throughout the United
States. Should a formof contract be devised which wiU
meet with the approbation of persons interested, a
similar document should be agreed upon for use in this
country.

T HE Government analysts bave performed a highly
commendable net in securmog and analyzing water

used for dtrinktng purposes in varices parts ci the
Dominion. The analysis of these samples proves tisait
only about one-third of the drinking water in use cao be
designated pore. Many of tise toast impure samples
analyzed were obtained fron wells situatti aear schoci
houses, from which probably thc Scheol supply of drink-
ing water is obtained. This fact ought to be suficiently
alarming to parents to compel them to adopt sanitary
measures tc preserve the lves of their children. Could
they but know how many cases of typhoid among public
scicol pupils have had their origin in polluted weli
water ther, would be les indifference mattfested in this
important subject.

E observe with pleasure that it is proposed toW rect a sitable memorial t mark the scene of
the battre cf Lundys Lane. The Lundy Lae His.
torical Society bas submitted to Col. Otter, ci this city,
tisè following suggestion for the proposed monument :
That a space Of at lenst 25 feet square be secared et or
near the highest part of the hill, and that suitable acces
thereto be mode from tie doorwvay. 2. That a stone
toaer be erected at a Ieight oi not less than8o.feet
square exclusive of flagstaff, and of a width of diameter
at the base suflicient â asifrd a suitable roem for the
exhibit of relies or trophies of the battles tought in the
neighborhood, the rem, to have an aea of not less tin
Sco square let. 3. The material to be of Queenston
livestone,,but,other -tne may be used in relief, if com.
pact and durable. The erection of monuments of this

kind to mark important events ln the history of the
country, will exert a powerful influence on the muis of
future generations of Canadians, awakening in thes a
pride of country which is a necessary foundation to the
greatness of any nation. t is surely fitting Chat the
designing of these national monuments should be en-
trusted to Canadian artists, and we hope that the
patriotsm which prompts the erection of such a
memorial will extend aise to the designer.

C HARGES ofunfairess are ling preferred agamnst
the City Council et Brantford in connection with

the awarding of the conmet for the construction of the
new waterworks system. Certain of the Brantford
papers, as well as those of outside tows, are alleging
that the Waterous Company were gien the figures in
the American Company's tender, and were allowed
to take advantage of this information by putting in a
lower tender after the ltue specied for receiving
tenders iad expired. We have no information which
would warrant us in expressing an opiion as to the
truth or falsity of tIhese charges. The circomtance,
however, recalis the disgraceful proceedings whirh
characterized the purchase by the cihy ot Toronto of a
new pumping engine four or five years ago. The wire-
pulling and trickery connected with tiat transaction was
sulficient to show that the man ho can bring the most
"influence"o bear upoa the aldermen almost invariably
gels the advantageof the man who relies upon his repota.
tion for honesty and the figures in his tender te secure
hien the contract. We.hope that when the facts of the
Brantford case come out, if they ever do, iC will be see
that the contract was honestly awarded. If that should
tursn out to have been the case, everyone will be pleased
that a local anid not an American company received the
contract.

W E desire to say a aord or two on the subject of
illustrations for publication in this jounal. We

bave of late been compelled t decline to publish many
of the illustrations sent to ns for that purpose, on account
of the lack of merit displayed in design and drawing.
We confess that in two or chree Instances ae have pub.
lished drawings sent us that were by no menus up to
the standard, but we did se simply because we desired
to give at parts of the Dominion fair representation.
Wsen we comenced the publication of the CANdADIAN
ARCHtTECT AND BUttER we determined to illustrate
the best irork of which we could procure drawings.
Althaugh, for the rensone given, and (mm a desire t en-
courage our readers to send us drawings, we allowed
ourselves to. be led into publishing snme tIaI had but
little merit, we shall in future avoid doing so. We have
many Canadian architects isho are capable of producing
creditable desiges and drawings, and la not fair to Can.
adian architecture to publish illustrations that are not
fatrly representative of the best wrk done in tbis
country. Unfortunately the authors of some of the
drawingssent to us appear to be unable to distinguish
as between good work and bad, so far aI least as their
own !pfoductions are conceroe. If they could thns
judge, they .certainly wuid not be so ready ta send
abroad over this continent and Europe specimens of
third-class architecture and drawing wilh their names as
authors Attached, la ths declining to puishNIS inferior
drawings, we shall be doing a aindson to their authors,
and shal feel that we are sot guilty of misrepresenting
to the outside worid the preponderating qualty of the
work doine this country. We make this statement
with no denire to discourage any one fromt sending us

specimens of work for illustration. We simple reserve
the right to publish or not basing eur decision in the
matter entirely upon the merits of the designs and draw.
ings. We invite those who are capable of gooi design.
ing and drawing to send us specimens of their best work
for publication.

O PINIONS Oro and toi are being expressed
tbrough the colnmns of the newspapers regarding

the practicability of the scheese for the construction of
the proposed Trent Valley Canal. Great differences of
opinion exist also regarding the amount of traflic which
would be likely to find lis way through the coal, and
the consequent amount of revenue which could be
counted on to assist in recouping the Goveroment for
the vast outlay which would be requtred to carry out the
undertaking. We hope the discussion of the question
will continue util AIE the information possible bas hete
obtained. The necessity for the canal should be estab.
lished, and also the probability thatit will pay the cost
OC maintenance and interest on the capital used in its
construction before any steps are taken to carry out the
scheme. It is quite natural that people living and owrn-
ing preperty along the veste of the proposei canal
should ie enthusiastic advocates of the carrying out of
the work, but inasmuch as the people of the coutry nt
large will be asked to shoulier the burden of ils coi,
the question tn be considered is-lil the undertaking
psy ? We are already, for a young country, to lerably
well supplied with ralways and canaIs; we are paying a
very large sums yearly in Interest upon the money bor-
rowed te construct them, and ne should absolutely re.
fuse to increase our burdens in Chis direction without
being firsi satisfied that further expenditure is absolutely
required and wili moie us profitable retures.

T HE plumbers' strike in this city seems as for from
being settied as ever. Indeed an adjustiment of

the difliculty nwappearsmuchmoredifficult litanitwould
have been when the strike began. Both parties to tae
dispute have acted in a manner calculated to widen the
breach rathier tien to promote a mutually satistactory
understantding. We have se far not seen any statement
made as to the grounds upon which thejoureymen asi
for sach a substantial increase of wages. It cannot b
said that the plumbing business is in soc a prosperous
conditionastowarranthiseemployerinincreasing byone.
fourth their wages bell. On the contrary, the otliook for
tise master plumbers of ibis city is by nd means bright.
The large amount of specutiive building done during
the last three or four years bas greatly diminished tIbis
season, and is not ati al likely to revive for some time to
come. There ara already houses enough erected tosup-
ply the wants of tenants for itwo or tiree years ai teast.
Building operations n tihis lie will consequently b on a
very much smaller scale than beretofore. The large
amont of speculative building don of late createi
a demand for a cheap kind of plumbing, and induced
a considerable number of persons t embark in the
plumbing business. As a consequence journeymen
feund their services tn ldemand. If a continuance of
that condition of affairs might b counted upon, there
there might be seme ground upon which te claim an in.
crease oi wages. Seeing that the amount of plumiseng
required during the nt two years is likely to be nt
lease twenty-five per cent. les than during the last two
years, the action of the journeymen must b
regarded as eier very Iboughtless or very unreasonable.
On the other hand, the Refusal of the employe n
to consult with the strikers or to agree t an


