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A WOOD CARVER'S VIEWS.
iP thb Edii., if tbe C-asINs AtRCHTEiCT As» t l iti.

Sta. Tue peoplie ai Canada appear to hi aI last amaukerirtg la

tire facl Éhaît the, htavse a gnid coÉ.itrry-orlhy tai hi ciassîd

amorrg tietion;îlîîs of tire ctîrtt -aird that thoy <ire jrsesdof

ail tire qartiiies Ébrat make fui- stccess,, lu quite tus îrrarked a dignec

as tire preople, of any otirer nration. Il s ta b h iajed ihat Ibis

fe!elinig af sieif-cotifidence trîd respect svili grass, util il reaclies

oeer lte building t rties.

As far back ai% rit experience ieccies, Can'adiarts htave Seat

gisea secondi plate ta titi stranger ir tireir own counrtry. T'he

boay mira serveil arr apprcuticesitiil ta a trade, tutid nio mîrsl

likely possessed tus mih" abiiity ais tire sîraugeri rs'.s ftreed ta

take a back seat ai boîrne, or lettre ls ntire land lu setîrcit of ap-

prrîciatian elsessiere. 1 have ofri lieard the siraîger tell tire
ntiver that I f lire did uot tike the rre.utintrîr he n'as receiriirg bie

voîîid ga sarmersiere else,"* anaP lie isert. He îîray colite bark

sortie tLime, bru, if 5e misti ta ýreait ii as a citizîen, Ive trust

shtow him tuait wse are prep.ired ta, give hlm ai toast arr equal

chance w iii tire stranger, aini Ébtia 55e appri te iris ss'arti. I

bave srorked in soute tif lte iresi architectural aird luruiture

erriog siaaps lin Canada aad tire Unitîed States, ard irave met

tome s'ery cleyer n'orkmert frornr ail parts of ite snorid. i have

alssays fornd lire Ca.aiiarr irt titi Unitedi States sirops receis'iîg

tbe average svage. ant irî sîrîe cases reariig anrd holdling iris

own tri tire front rank. i irave ucer kuossi a Carradian io ire

ccutpyirtg anr inferior positiaot an> ss'ert', est ept iii Canadia. i

have n'orked svith as îuraîy as ane hîudreul arîd sixîn carrera iii

oe tro1r, and auîang iliose who lost toast tinte, did the mosl nîrd

best n'ork, and receincd rire best ssages, svere aisrays tir be

fouird more titan oui Canatiaîr.

If Ibis is tire caîse lu tire Uniited States aiîrîrrîg itren ai ail

nationarlitiesl, svhy la il irai sa in Canada? Recause. ve do nat

give titi Carradian tire saite chrance. We hrave aisvays been tard

ready te ixteud tlue Ilglad hand"- li the foreigir, iliii the liet

Ébit, comng front tire aider carnirs', ire mîust kîrn' mlore titan sve

do. As soon as liii arrises there is almays saîneune ta iiei1r iini

itb the position tbat rigiifaiiv beiarrgs ta tire boy n'ir iearued

bis business s tir us.

Saine u years agir tie e se gathereal togerirer lu News York

eity lte grealesi collettion of ss'aod carvers ever sîeît aurywere

tofme of tire best mei rfrorîr Itais> France, (ieruaiy, Engiand,

Scattarra, aird, of course, Irîland-in faîci, irey tcamie frcmt aIl

rauntries atîd svere of ail grades. Mbr. Pbitip 'Martirre, isba did

sa itucir of tlire lireI ork ai rlire W%'orld's Fair in Chiicago, n'as une

of thetri, nid sas net regaîrted tus rthe bet hy tis mreairs. Thi

srark wuat of tire very best riats of Italian Rlenaisancie, and

rivairy raitr bigb. As taoni as somelbing ssas îrraduced that n'as

lookeai uirr as gasia, te atirîrs isotld set thirsilves la protiuce

sonretiig botter, and esel-y wreet or 5o a piece ai mork was'

itrtedat by N.ÉireoÉ,i, thai vaîs soted by ah.l~ brŽst yei." Of

courrse the Itaiaî stas generaiiy fir.st, n'itb the Frencitriai clati

secaord- ail otirers scaîlereal. Tl'iti Canadian andrai ted States

carrera wo're Iiiiirk ta seize tireir appariutnity. aindiIl surprtsed

eseryone bo ust1ic'kly they pickid up lire icase enrds, artd, stepr by

N1e11, bîltered tireir pasition lut tire ranks, unii, wviir tire end

caime, and tbey n'en ail scatiered far aird ssite, titi carvers of

Ibis contineînt mere ss'arking shottider la shoîrider sviii the ,rrked

n frarîr ail Europe, recîiving tire saine nages as titi besi of

tltem, miis positive proaf thaut iirey did as goad mark.

Art tire saine limte tirai the carser svas pî'aning lîimseif as goad

.îs ibis brother, tire carpenter aird cabtîrît-maker liadt ieeur passtng

tirraugh a sirîrilar ixPerience, aird came aut of tire test nitir their

treads up.

Il is a n'ell-knos'r fatt to ail mito rave marked in the Unitead

States, tlira tone of the besttite rei rthIe furniture irades are

Canardiarîs. lu the irest shaps ln Boston, News York, t.iucirnatti,

Chircargo, Grand Rlapids, Canaians are ta bc forîrît in one or

mrore de1rartrins, ftlliirg the positionr tif fobremrent and lu solfie

cases tire mranager aird forîeirn, front top ta battant, are ail

Canadiaus, aid mosi of those. ira binai tiree pocsitioîns, aisa halai

iraîraaîhy caîrceilea irraeutures af aaîprerîireslrip front jacqua's &

Hay, af Toronto, altiraîgi I have met tante fronri Brrotausiile,

Oshawa, Landa», Matitreai and Otieber. Oui of the niasi

sîrccessfill furrîtuîre rrarrufai'tur ers ii (;rand Rapids, Mi r.
joint Mlowa, i.. a Canadian and a Jacques & Hay apprentice.

It is nal, tberefore, for ais want of abilily ilit Canadrarîs do
îlot reniain ;ii homne, luit euiriely frai» tai-k of opportunity anrd

trecatîse of ttîe iack of iisitt it ilieir arility. The manufactuîrer, tire

architeet, and buîsiness rîan generally, are targely to blame for

the exisriîg stale af îbirgs. They have in the past given ihe
jreference I&o meri frotr the old coitrîes, being Otd Cotintryrnerl

thertîvelses. As a ruile, they coîald nat be indiiced te helieve that
lire boy brouglit up inl the bush could possibly have as rîricl
knossledge as tire niechanir front Ilhome. Sa, wheri a irarge,
laaded liere, unkom and pool, wbo claimed tir be a birilder,
foi instance, he was takeon tn haad a»d hetpett alang. Ttre batik
heipcd hini, the architeci gave hlm bts cofidenae, and hie

became known as a "lsîcaessfîrl coritractor." lIn sauie cases he

nas a gonda fellow, arid is wittî ls yet luinocurer cases ho lefi us

monuîmenits of lus> ablty arr the stra1 e of tufinisbed blorcks of
buîildirngs and îîri1aid clairrrs whmle tirie t..anadian, who stayed .ut

home artd tried ta establili a business for himiself, mas tooked
îî1rol as a rrarr of ltile experieîrre eti abilil r, and loft tir (Io thie
lest lie coutld.

i tiave tried id showrs by ait tiis, thar sve tiave, in the past,
rieglerted tir encaourage olîr trmr peoplte, whiile sre hase freeiy
iiel 1red the ftreigrîer. 'r'e de 1rrea'iated our asv.i abilitv, and faileci
on rispire otîrers mili confidence in us, because me lackcen 't!i-

deire in ourseisves. If ail expert opinion was requîireîl, se sent.

la saure tareigu country for il, and paid a large price for il.

'lThis is îlot tire wsay t» bauid up a country, anal tire soutier me
nrakc a change in our iricîhods, the botter it willinh, for us ail.
Canadiairs tioutld havre the fit-si say iii ait loatters mlîich affect

CaLnada;. Canadiari arcliltects, elîgirreers aird experts siîouid be

coirsile. in preferetîce id foreigirers. i aur iookiug for the garod
lime that is caming for îîs ail, wietr good, ironest svork ii be

asked for, anft lte lrtlrr whîo wiil gise tire besi class of srork, fuir

a fair price, miii be coîisiderîd tire best mni ta deat midi. In
these days of campetition, IL is tire tiait miro iii do svork cbeapest

svlo is iooked upon 'as the best tarit ta eîîî 1 rioy. Thei mood l'arser

saifers in ibis may. The grot
t 

mari lias îlot. orty ta crtrpete wtth

the cheap man, but lias ta coîtteid svith ail sorts ot substîtîtes.
Compositions tif ail kiîids are iraîdled b> people sbo shourid knom
t'etler. Tire lîlea rlira ahl, orauy of thesesubstitulcsr are cheaper

thtn gooti talest svood cars'ing, is svroîîg. Woodt cars irg ran
ire anrd is dette eseîv day for as flle morîey as 1riaster arîratrett

is made. i hase been asked te teinder arr ritatteis, the aroiatielts
for srbicir wcre ta hu, citer svood carsed or gilders comrpositionî;

tire figures quaned fuir moori acre orîly a flem cents5 more tiait tire

cost of coimposition. Tis is riot fuir contr 1etitioil, but tl s tire
may me do il in Torrroto. i do îlet Manite tire arihitets, beraîrse.,

for- a great maîîy years, ttîey hrave beeri pirang for gand svark

atird iraI getting il. Tire ssaîît of abiiity to do gond svark, air lire

prart of the ciass of carvers sîho hase been daiîîg mark in 'Toronto,
is esidînît ta aîîyone alto iîsîrects lte n'o'k îbey have due; aîtd
Il murst bc rementbered Ébtia Éie carvers wsti bave heen doing tbe

svark lu Toronto tave rit aisvays heeri Canadians. Men have
gone jute business for îheîuselvesr srhor as jairucymen, faund it
sourresviai ditlierrt ta keep up tbeir end ui tiheueci. Otiiers mbîr

hiave Ireeri it brusirness did flot îîndersîarîd wo'od carlurîg as iveti
ais tlie v uîrdîrstaod stone CaLrVilg.

I aor jrrepared lt prove tuai il ls aiuost intipossible ta be ai the

sanre ltnh aur expert mtrod arrd stalle carver. Il is aimays pos-

sible for a stane carver to do a fie mood carviîrg, arîd vice
versa, but tire man mho ssoîil be air exprert ai eitherr mtîts stick

ii aire or the ather. A storte carser tcîrderiîrg oîî maod carving

xviii tetnder bigh, hecaruse lire wsili takre tre lime, aird svieîî it i*

donc t cati aimays hc recrgnized, y ilis wntt of spririt; il iacks

tirai lilely, skeîchy appearance, micir tire exprert ssood carter
.out

1 
gis e it. Il stas his Ilriistic indifférenîce ut inte h eaîrîeît

tif tite mood carving, iîy tire 1liattan carrera wsho îvarked arr the

Vanderbilt wotrk iii News Y'ork, mbicb surprised tire sbire min

ita tbe admission tirat the ssoad work %v'as far superiar ta the

The aru'tinect sîho bas hen flghinrg for gorndt ss'rk ai a fair

price, fints geuiraliy gaI ruribisir ai a irigir 1rice. Tire rîetiroî of

asking for tendersr anti givirrg tire svaîk ta mlraeser is laesr., is

not caliuuiared ta, prodrîce tue hest resulîs, ireittrer is tire rrîetiod

af baisteriîîg up due man. as beirîg the oîrly dire mira rait (lo goari

mcrk, Aurother ssay of doing tl s ta ici tire coinraci for aii wsooti

svarkr iiictiditrg carving. to a biilider. Say lirat iî sI esimatea

ÉiraI ibere is S5oo mîrrtiî of mooc arvirlg ou the joli. Tirebuirliter
niti sub-iet the carviog ti titi ntait sviî nul do àt ciniapesi, attd

save prohably ani-tîrird of the original esîlîrtate. Titis method


