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EFERRING to the remarkable attitude assumed

by the Torento Trades and Labor Councilin op-

ion to the p 1o § manual training into

pnblu: schools, he Philadelphia Record says :—* Can-

adian workmen must be far below their American breth-

ren in intelligence to form such a narrow-minded and

erroneous idea of a system which seeks to extend the

producing power of a country,to widen the opportunities
for skill and handicrafe.”

UR Hamilton correspondent has repeatedly called
ion in these col to the very unbusi

like and unsatisl’actary ‘manrier_in" which the building
record of that city is kept. So far 1s its usefulness is
concerned,the city would probably be-as well off without
a record of any kind. We notice that in New Orleans,
where a somewhat similar state of things has existed,
" the builders themselves will hereafter insist upon having
the records properly kept. We hope the architects and
builders of Hamilton will also adopt this course,in order
that an intelligent estimate may be formed of the

amount, character and cost of the buildings erected.

RANTFORD, Berlin, and other cities and towns in
Ontario, have lately adopted improved systems of

water supply, and as a consequence, are now brought
face to face with the problem of the best method by

which to dispose of their sewage. The citizens of these

places are aware that the proper course to pursue is not
to dump the sewage into the nearest creck or river. In

corporation of any town or city can be to make the
necessary expenments, and collect all possible data
bearing on the subject. Furth , the vequired in.

to invest large sums of money -in new Innd and build-
mcs for Exbibiti Thei of such

formation might in this way be obtained at a fraction of
the amount which it would oost the municipalities to
their i igations i dually. We trust the
time is not far distant when a Department of Hygiene,
with all the li; Y to solve g of
this kind, will be established by the Govemmenl of this
Province. The cost of establishing and maintaining
such a Department would be a mere bagatelle as com-
pared with the amount spent by this and other cities for
expert opxmon. At present we have no recognized gov-
y whose opini should serve to
decide the thousand and one matters affecting the health
and lives of our people.

N s

HE tearing up of an old Y on St.

its robs them of any value, Our present Court
House and City Hall have been a standing disgrace to
‘Toronto during the last five years, and will have to be

" replaced by something more in keeping with the city’s

importance and progress. This being the case, nogood

‘purpose can be served by delaying the commencement

of the enterprise for a year or two longcr While the
cost of the proposed butildi; gru(er
than was at ﬁrst am-c:p‘lled, we kno\v of no cities in the
United States of equal size and importance, where from
one to three million dollars has not been spent for simi-
lar purposes.” A futare generation will be called upon to
pay a large proportion of the cost of the structure, and
it is'safe to assume that they will prefer to pay for a
building: that will in their day be standing intact and an

Patrick street, in this city, to be replaced by
cedar block pavement, served to remind .citizens the
other day of Toronto’s youthi, and of the wonderful pro-
gress made in the last quarter of a century. Speaking
of p: , calls to recollection the fact that within a
very brief period the city will be called upon to substi-
tute something more durable for the cedar block road-
ways on the three principal thoroughfares of the city—
King, Queen and Yonge strects. A costly mistake was
committed when streets carrying such a large amount of
traffic and traversed by the street railway, were cedar

_block paved. Let us hope that when the work comes to

be done over again, the best kind of materials, and the
proper method of putting them down, will receive full
consideration.

T is surprising how little space is given by the daily
press to the important subject of the preserva-
tion of the public health. It is probably because there
is so much apathy on the part of the public itself. Be-
cause a considerable number of people are intensely in-
terested in baseball and pnu-ﬁghtmg, our leading daily
papers devote a page every day to imparting news of
that character. It seems to be a question of supply and
demand. Justat present, the people of Toronto and other
Canadian cities and towns are aroused from their wont-
ed indifference to heaith measures by the fear of a small-
pox epidemic. . As a result of this awakening, the daily
press has suddenly taken to discussing sanitary meth-
ods. What we would like to see, would be the manifes-
tation of greater interest in health preservation in times
of supposed safety as well as at a time hke the present.

E present our readers this month with a per-
spective sketch of the proposed new Court

House and City Hall for the city of Toronto. The esti-
mated cost of erecting the building in accordance with
this desngn, is about $1,4oo,ooo. Aﬂer the ruqzens have

this respect Toronto has probably served as a “horrible  been given full i g the of
te,” which her nej are wisely d ined to  the buildi g3 which it isp dto erect, and have had
profit by. We regret that the city of first imp in  an y to he plans, and judge for them-

Ontario has not yet solved the sewage problem for itself,
and is accordingly not in a position to help those who
are grapphng with the question for the first time. One
paper suggests that municipal corporations should not
be required to bear the expense - of experimenting and
finding out which is the best method of sewage disposal,
but that the P 1 G should undertake to
deal with the subject in the interests of the whole pro-
vince. We are in accord with this opinion. The. Pro-
vincial Government 15 in a better position than the

\ .

selves asto theu’ adapuability for tlle purpose intended,
they will be asked to vote $600,000 in addition to the
amount already voted for the construction of the build-
ings. We trust the money will be forthcoming. The
opinion expressed by a Toronto paper, that the present
City Hall and Court House will be good enough for éf-
teen years to come, is not deserving of a moment’s con-
sideration. The same journal which opposes the erec-
tion of the proposed new public® buildings on the

ground of economy, urges the ** wealthy city of Toronto ”

to the city, rathér than for one already crumb.
ling to decay, and suggestive only of the shon-snghted-
ness of their forefathers. -

We‘ had* thé pleasure'or examining the plans of
the proposed new Court House and Municipal
Buildings a few days-ago and was-very much pleased
with ‘them indeed, There has been -an’ immense
amount of labor expénded on these drawings, none can

know how much except : those who have
gone through a similar experience. The plan
18 so simple 1 its arrangement that ne

no person need be puz:led to find any room in the build-
mg. This is a very great advantage, and must have re-
quired much thought to evolve a plan so perfect and yet
so sunple, The entite plan of the building is good

lly the of the court
rooms and therr dant rooms. levations call for
high praise, and we have no doubt bllt that the citizens
will be proud of the building when it is erected, and also
of the fact that the desiener is a Canadian. We could
not help comparing the design of this bulding with (he
one according to which the Parliament Buildings are
being erected. It certainly does not sufler by the com.
parison, but rather it shows how very poor a design the
imported one really is. The two buildings are about
equal in size, and yet one scems to be a mass of dis-
organized parts, and the other a compact whole.
Certainly the foreign design for the Parliament Build-
ings will not compare with the iome production for the
Court House. "If the Canadian design for the Parlia-
ment ; Buildings were being cacried out, and the Court
House being built according to the present design,
Toronto would have had two very large buildings of
which it need not have been ashamed.

INCE our last issue the plumbers’ strike in Toronto
cameto an end. It lasted nearly three months, to
the great Joss of the strikers and likewise the employers.
We are of the opinion that the strike could have been
avoided if the question in dispute had been approached
in a moderate and reasonable spirit. They were event- -
ually settled after many weeks of idleness on the part of
the men, loss of business on the part of the masters, and
with loss and trouble to many persons who were only in-
directly concerned. The loss which falls on outside
parties, calls for some means of settling these strikes
outside of the parties directly interested, If they were
theonly sufferers,we could standand look on with greater

- indifference. But such 1s not the case, and as many who

suffer have no voice in the maticr, some means should
be.worked out whereby quiet settlements between worke
men and their employers could be brought about. There



