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ruticilla; red-eyed and yellow-throated vireos, and other fintilies, I can make onlv tIe fol]o
Virio olivaceus; and V J(aifrons ; wood- ing crude comparison. Of the 150 Thrus
peckers, Picus ; bine bird, Sialia sialis; examined, forty-six per cent. had taken CABIW
cat-bird, Galeoscopies Carolinensis lrown 1tm.E, wlile of 194 birds of othetr famiies i
thruîsh, larporhynchus ruts ; sparrows, whose stomachs insects were found, less th
FaiîoitaiD2 ; cuckoos, Cocoi: ; iitittit, five per cent. bai eaten these Colopte ra.T
,Sitta Carolinensis chickadee, parus africa- w'orst sinner in, this respect was th lite
pillus; kingilets, Svmve: neadow-lark, thrush ; while the A lice thrilshi and the W
Sturnella magna ; Baltimore oiriole, Icterus ' thbrush had eaten comiparativelv ew Curious
Baltimore; wren, Tro0//o)lyteS dedon ; black. the ratio of CAT'AnItD: contilntied undimlinish1
birds, ICTERiIIA; and ep(eciai li the Robin, durmng the frnit seasonli when the total of inse4
(Turdus m.g(ratorn,îs) as a great frit thief, food fe11 away very rapidly. -For example, tb
destroying a fer greater qnantitv than it w'olid Cat-bird ate in May, .J'ne and .1ly, eirht1>'
eat, therefore, s'houl Id lot lie protectedl by legis- seven per cent., sixty-fir per cent.,
latiou. I trnst the above extract will iince eîgleenî per cent., respectively, of insect fi
readers of the Caniadian Sportsman and while tht CmARAin foir those months average1
Naturalisi to give their experience respect seven per cent., six per cent., and ten per cent
ing the uîseitlness of Insect ivorus lirds to t lie corresponding fruit record standing nothini1j
larniers, truit-growers, and gardeiers. tihirty per cent, and seventy one per cent.

. T W. flhwmg getera were ditguished among th
Montreal, Marchi 28th, 1 .CA Siariiex, J1;sc/ius1, 1Jlati,/îmtS?

tr/rhrus, JIPerostichus, - mara, B-aechylobu8s
The above-naned birds are all insectivorouis, (eopims, 1 onodeus, a isodactylus, Brad4

but the question regarding their beieng bent(i. cellu, J/arpaus, and 8/enolophus. The
cial to agriculture Ùe a matter which we have ab1sene of al, r iearlv ail, the speciallY
alwavs contended, was overstretched. Mur. protected genera is noticeable ( unless the
S. A. Forbes, ain American ntaturalist, has bscure colouir of manv is recktoned a specia1
examined the stomachs of 150 birds of fite protection.) A single ciîhieila (C. lecolniel)
Thrush family, with quite iuexpected results. was h in i the stonach of a Cat-bird. It

Forty-oneof these were Robins ; thiirty-sevetîis frther interesting toi notice tie apparent
Cat-birds; twenty-eight Brown Tii rushes; eight specitic difere ini the i ii ot allied specieS,
Alice's Thrushes ; six Swainso'rs Thrusihes, occupying te same ground at the sate tte
and one Wilson's Thrusb. They were siot in ald dramingr their iood from the same sources
varions montis fronm Marci to September and of Su pply. 'lie Robiin and the Cat-bird ditfred
during fiiir successive years. The number of mateiall in the numtber of aits al myriopods
specimnens is, of course, too smîtalI to allow con- destroyed, the ibrmner eatitg ver\ few tof either
cinsiva generalizatiot ; but as no equal numer (one per cent. and tio per cent. respectively).
of specimuens ias been previouslv stuidied with The Brown thrush dlieplarts frion ail the other
equal care, it wili probably be fair to state s niiembers of his l ily in, hi fit oni'lness (?) per-
of the resuit as hypotheses, mre tir less proha- haps it is steri ntecessitv whici tjr es hiti to
ble, but requiritng verification by further study. this Imiseralde siift), for'insects and* fragments
The most fruittul peculiarity of the meth&d of graii picked from the dropings of stock.
used was the careful estimat-, tir each speci- Twenty-eight per cent. of the iod of those shot
men (afler a critical niicroscopical examtination itn April was deri vei fromn titis sorce, atid
of the contentts of the stonacht), of tie relative another eight per cit. con'isted of carrion
amtounts of all the elenents of the fbod, and1 the beeties (Si M1). This biril was turther
subsequent averagting of these ratios for the dlistittgIisied fritom the Robin (as is the Cat-
species. Bv this iteans I determined the hitii- bird also), by the absence It the larva orf Bibo
erto unsisiectei fact thtat te famitily is inordi- albipennis Say whicih made over liait the food
nately destructive to predaceots leetles (HAR- Of the Rohin in March. It is important to
PALIN), seven per celt of the food of tIte 150 recall, as throwing liglit on the qjestioi of
speciniens consistiiig of these higly b fixity of foud habits over arge areas, that
itsects. When we rememiier titat one preda- Protessor lJenks, now of Broi lniversity,
eeous insect must destroy tmiatny times its own fouind iine tenths of the k>od of a large înmber
hlik of other intsects during its life, we see the of Robiuis whose stoitmachs were examiied by
in portance of this tact in respect to the economi- hini ut Massachusetts, in March anîd April,
cal value ofthese birds. Between the Tualnîw, 1858Y, to consist oftis same larva."


