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INFALLIBILITY,

Weo have now to consider in what
capacity the Pope is fallible. To doso
we must note the {wo characters that
combine in the Pope, as well as in all
persons in authority, namely, his private
or individual character and his publio or
official character. * With the Pope, in
his private character—as an individual
believer, private teacher, or author; as
a theologian, canonist, philosopher, his-
torian, jurist, scientist, or scholar—we
have nothing to do here. Assuch he
does not claim to be, and is not infal-
lible.” As far as the dogma is con-
oerned the Pope’s personal views in
philosophy, theology, or even matters of
faith, may be altozether false and un-
tenable; in fact, they may he positively
heretical. - Infallibility hss to do, not
with what he thinks or believes, but
with what he teaches for the belief of
the OChuroh.

“(Canon Law,” says Dr., Hetiinger,
“seems to admit the possibility of the
Paope, a8 a private individual, falling into
heresy.” Pope Gregory XI. actually in-
serted in bis will a clause retracting
whatever be might have said, in speech,
conversation,. or writing, contrary to the
Catholic Faith. Dr. Bmith says: “ Ac-
~gording to the more probable opinjon,
the Pope may fall into heresy and exr in
matters of faith as a private perbon."
The same author adds: * Yet, it is uni-
- versally admitted that no Pope ever did
fall into beresy even as & private per-
son.” For farther cenfirmation of this
- #ee Oardinal Hergenrother’s * Catholio

Churoh and Christisn State,” vol. 1, pp..

80-81.; Cardinal Mazzela’s “ De Eo-

oleum," nn. 1045-47; Hurter’s “ Theolo-
~gin: Generahs," vol.1, p.124;" Feasle:’s
e True and False Infallxblhty,” . 75.

Rev.

Daniel- Lyons 88, tagnidmg the
offioi

1% be cunnidered as s simple I'nut. Ol'
as the (looal) Bishop of Rome, or as the
Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Roman Provinos, or as the Primate of
Italy, or as the Patrisrch of the West,
ar, finally, as the Sapreme Head of the
Church—Christ’s Vicar on earth ; for all
thesa titles, an well as the several offices
they represent, belong to him.” (See
Benediot XTV., “De Bynods,” Cib. L.,
Oup. L, pp. 29, 80.) But we bhave noth-
ing to do with him as Priest, Bizhop,
Archbishop, Metropolitan, Primate, or
Patriarch—as such he is not infallible,
nor does infallibility belong in any way
to any one, or to all of these offices.
Only as 8npreme Visible Head of the
Universal Charch is he infallibie, and i in

10 other capacity.

Lot us then take this Sopreme Head
of the Church, divest him of his in-

dividuality, bis personal and private
qualifications, talents or attainments,

strip him of all other prerogatives,

offices and ranks ; for merely as SBupreme

Head can we consider him in connection

with infallibility. As such, then, what

are his offices : They axe four in number,

Firstly, as Vicar of Christ, he has the

office of Teacher and Guardian of the

Christian Revelation ; seoondly, the

office of Legislator in Ecclesiastical mat-

ters; thirdly, the office of Judge in

Ecolesiastical canses; and founrthly, the

office of Governor and Ruler of God’s

spiritual kingdom on earth. In each of

thase capagities is the Pope the Supreme

Head of the Ohurch, and in each has he

full authority over the Churoh through-

out the whole world, But he is not in-

fallibls in the four capacities, four offices,

or four phasges of his supremacy. He ia

only infallible in the first one--as

Teacher and Guardisn of Revelation.

He is not snfallible as Supreme Legislator,

nor ag Supreme Judge, nor as Sapreme

Ruler. It was only to the feaching office
that infallibility was promised; and to
that office is it specially restricted by the

Vatican Council. Therefore, any act of
the Pope as an individual, as a priest, as

a bishop, as an archbishop, as & primate,

28 & patriarch, as a cardinal—or even as

& man—does not affect the Papal Infal-

libility. No more does any act of the

Pope as Supreme Legislator, Judge or
Exeoutive, bave any force against the
dogma of infallibility. Infallibility only
affects the Supreme Head in as much as
he is the official and divinely appointed

teacher and guardian of Revelation.

Thus we find that as far as the Pape is
ooncerned, the ocapacity in which he is
infallible is very limited compared to
what the oritics of the dogma suppose.
It is not such a terzible nor such a
mysterions dootrine. It is Jogiocal and
rational in the widest acceptation of
these terms. He is only infallible in one
very speoial capacity. In future articles
wo will point out that even in that
oapacity his infallibility is restrioted to
certain well defined matters; and in the
cage of any of theze matters, it is again
restricted by certain very stringent con-
ditions. 8o that all the wild and fanci-
ful idess of infallibility are totally at
variance with the truth. Moreover,
there is nothing extraordinary in the
faot of this * standing by,”, or perpetusl
pregence of the Holy Bpirit. Ohrist tald
Hia Vicar to go forth and tesch His
dootrines ; He promised to send him the
Holy Bpirit to abide with His Charch.
How, then, could we suppose a Supreme
Teacher of Revelation, who teaches
under the eye and guidance of the Holy
Ghost, to be otherwise than infallibly
exact in all he teaches? To Buppose
‘such.an absurdity wonld necemtate one
of two things ; either that. Ohmt did not

{make such & proxmne, or: else that the

Holy 8pirit did not come'snd did not

1abide mth tho ‘Ohurchs "'whl'h would ' - That w

‘moan lhst Ohmt did not kup his prom-
ise. Eitherof these ocontentions would
be unworthy of any Christian.

In oar next issne we will examine into
what matters sre subleoct to being im-
fallibly taught by the Pope. We trust
that our chain of argument so far is
sufficiently complete. We repeat, how-
ever, for the benefit of all who have not
read our last four isanes. The Pope, as
‘as such, is no! impeccable; he is not in-
spired ; he is not gifted with the power
of miracles; he is not above the Divine.
Law; be is nol able to change a dogmsa
of the faith ; he is not infallible, or free
from error as & man, as & priest, as s
bishop, or in any capacity, save that of
Vicar of Christ; he is nof, a8 Vioar of
Cbrist, infallible when legislating, judg-
ing, or executing the law of the Church ;
he is oxLY infallible as Vicar of Cbrist
when teaching certain things, under cer
tain conditiona. Of these we will apeak
more fually next week.

S———

OPPOSITE AND EXTREME.

There are three great * Theological”
virtues : Faith, Hope and Charity. Of
these the ordinary Catholic knows much,
and of the corresponding vices he hears
and reads a good deal. But there are
four other virtues that are called * Car-

Confirmation, and known as Prudence,
Justioe, Fortitude and Temperance. It
is concerning these last mentioned vir-
tues we desire to write this week.

As a rule, all Catholica know that
thess viriues are necessary {0 salvation ;
or rather that the corresponding vices
are certain guides to eternal misery.
But very many imsagine that the only
enemy of & virtue is its opposite vice.
This is a great mistake, and it is the
mother of many evils, By ocarrying
these virtnes fo extremes a person de-
stroys them just as effectively as by
praoctising their opposites. We were led
to the consideration of thia subject by
the womewhat self-exalting remarks of
one or two friends who claim to be virtu-
ons (according to their own testimony)
in the very highest sense.

Prudence is the virtue that governs
the intellect, Justice governs the will,
Fortitude governs the passions, and
Temperance governs the appetites,
While it is not rare to find all four of
these exemplified in human lives, still it
is rarer than we imagine to find them
perfect. Each of these virtues hay two
enemies, and when the one does not ap-
pear the other often steps in. The two
engmies of a virtue are its opposile and
its extreme. While & person may not be
a slave to the opposite he may, by dint
of self-reliance and temerity, heaome t.he
viotim of the extreme.

Some of our readers may think that
we exaggerate. Let us see! The op-
posite of Prudence is Imprudence, while
the eztreme is Cunning; the opposite of
Justice is Injustice, the extreme is
Rigour; the opposite of Fortitude ia
Oowardice, the extreme ia Auduoxty ;
the opposite of Temperance is Intem-
perance, the extreme is Insensibility,

We are under the impression that
these virtues .are more often violated
through their extremes than through
their opposites. Once a person goesinto
the oppoasite vice he is positive that he is
in sin and that he has violated the vir-
tue in question; but thousands go in'o
the extreme of the virtne and still
imsgine themselves perfect, better than
the ardinary practisers of the virtue, and
never for a moment reflect on the fact
that they are as far from the virtue on’

into the opposite vme s sepua.tsd ‘from
it on the other sxde. S

one.side as.the. ‘person who has t‘allen :

will xllmm m dhining by examples,
l’mdenoouam.tvirtuo. it is the
governing of one’s mind, the controlling
the intellect, the preventing of its ran.
ning riol, The opposite is Imprudence,
ar thoughtlessness, absence of reflection,
recklemness, carelessness in thought,
word and deed. The one who is prudent
is always safe and sees everything in its
true light; the one who is imprudent is
conatantly exposed $0 errors, is cemss-
lesaly in danger, and is certain to txip
up and fall. But Canning, which ia the
exireme of prudence, is equally ss de-
structive of the virtne. The cunning
person Imagines that he is practising the
virtue of prudence while actually he is
allowing his intellect to become diseased
with the evils of susploion, jealousy, and
other like miental or spiritual maladies,

Take the virtue of Temperance. In the
trae soceptation of the term this virtne
applies to eating as well as drinking, to
all indulgings of the appetites—no mat-
ter what the form such indulgence
may take. But generally, owing to the
almost oniversal prevalence of the liquor
ovil, the word Temperance has come to
be almost universally applied to abstin-
ence from strong drink. Taking it in
that sense, we find that the people who
gin against Temperance do so through
its opponto—lntempmnce. The one

dinal” virtnes, which are recsived in [§ddicted to strong liquor is considered

intemperate, and sing against the virtue
of temperance, This requires no further
explanation. But there are thousands
in the world who are not and never have
been intemperate, and for that reason
they consider themselves temperate
people. They imagine that they never
sin againat temperance because they are
never guilty of the apposite vice—intem-
perance. The more just they balieve
themselves, like the Pharisee in the
temple, the greater danger do they run
of violating the virtue by praotising its
extreme.

If intemperance degrades a man, nons
the less does insensibility lower him,
Intemperance brings a person to the
level of the brute creation ; but inssnsi-
bility reduces that person still lower
than the brute level. It destroys all
merit by killing every sppetite. The
virtue of governing one’s sppetites only
exists in a8 much as those appetites exist.
The man who is iusensible to the crav-
ings of an appetite has no merit in not
giving way to it, he exercises no virtue
in refraining from that which does not
attract him, he bas no trinmph in con-
quering that which is dead or which does
not exist.  While this applies to all the
appetites we refer particularly to that of
drink, since it is the most universal and
mont easily understood. The man who
never had that appetite—either acquired
| by indulgence or inherited through birth
—has very little merit in beihg tempex-
ate,—but he has great demerit in going
into the extreme of the virtue. His
merit in praotising the virtue of temper-
ance is not due to his never indulging in
the opposite of the virtue—he has no
temptation to drag him in that direotion,
and baving no temptation it is an easy
matter to remain virtuons, But his
merit does consist in remaining temper-

‘ate and 'refrs.ihing" from falling into the

extreme—that is to say, insensibility.
Many life-long temperance men imagine
that they practise the virtue, in all its
perfection, gimply because they never -
were guilty of ite opposlte. For them the
virtue consists in no} falling into its ex-
treme ; from its opposlte they: have no
temptstmn, fro n its'extreme they have.
Where' there is no- #truggle “there is 10

ment ; 80: thu.t t.helr atruggle belng with
-lied - in- thn.t dl-

ther, hﬂd .
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