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berding together of young and old—girls. c’o_m'it:te,dI
of a first offence, and hardened prostitutes; grown
callous in a long course of shame—are especially
disastrous.  ITere is a great evil, diflicult indeed to
remedy, impossible altogetker to abolish, but which,
we hope may, by subsequent: legislation, be consi-
derably mitigated ; it is a subject well worthy of the
consideration of every bumane person, and enlight-
ened legislator. The tolal annual expense of the
Montreal gaol is given by Mr. MGinna at £3,450.

Descending to Quebec, Dr. Nelson finds occasion
to testify to the excellent order, discipline and ma-
nagement of the Quebec guol; to the gaoler, Mr.
Maclaren, great credit is given, for his unremitting
attention to a very onerous duty. We copy the
following particulars :—

The total number of prisoners during the year was
1100, of whom 220 were comnmitted as seamen.—
Answer to $th question.

OF these, 723 were mate adults, and 63 males un-
der eighteen years ; 293 female adults, and 6 under
cighteen years of age. Of the male prisoners, 329
were Trish—152 Lnglish—146 Irench Canadian—
58 Scotch—28 from the United States—19 Anglo-
Capadian—69 of other countries. Of the female
prisoners, 233 were Irish—49 T'rench Canadian~-8
Anglo-Canadian—5 Scotch, and 4 Lnglish. No
note kept of creeds.—Answer to 8th question. In
answer to the question as to the nature of offences
committed, it is stated that there were—for felonies
160—misdemeanors 928—debtors 12, Mr. Mae-
Jaren also complains that the construction of the
gaol is such as to render eclassification impossible.
Llie total expense of the Quebec gaol is put down at
about £1400, including annual repairs of about £30
per annum, on an average. 1The Montreal and Que-
bee gaols arc the prineipal gaols in the Province,and
the same complaints to which they are lable, viz:

imperfect construction and consequent impossibility of|
classilying the inmates—are applicabie to the olheri
prisons in Lower Canada. It is to the remedying o(',
this evil, and to suggestivns as to the proper mode of |
trealing prisoners, that the second part of this able |
Report is devoted. |

“1Jow shall we treat our prisoners 7 js one of
the great social questions 6f the day, second in im- |
portance only—if second at all—to the question |
—% What shalt we do ta the poor?® Lo solve it,!

ago by the Rev. Sydvey Smith, in an article on
Prisons in the Edinburgh Review in 1821:—

¢ It is quite obviows that, if men were lo appear
acain, six monihs after they were hanged, handsomer,
richer, and mote plump than before execution, the
zallows would cease 1o be un instrument of terror.
But here are men who come out of jail, and say—
¢ Look at us—we can read and write, we can make
baskets and shovs, and we went in, iznorant of every
thing ; and we have learnt to do without atrong liguors,
and have no longer any objection to work; aud we
did work in the jail and have saved mouey and here
itis.” What is there of terror and defriment in all
this? and how are crimes (o be lessened, if they are
thus rewarded ? Of schools there cannot be too many.
Penitentiaries, in the hands of wise men, may beren-
dered excellent institutions; bul a prison must be a
prison—a place of sorrvow and wailing : which should be
eniered witk horror, and quitied with earnest resolulion
never 1o relura to such misery; with that deep impres-
sion, in short, of the evil, 1which breaks out wnlo perpefuar
warning and ezhortation lo others® :—

For the great object of all human punishments is,
or should be, the prevention of crime, by deeply im-
pressing upon the mind of every member of society,
that it is impossible for him to dester his condition by
any deviation from the paths of rectitude. Let the
opinion once go abroad that the physical condition of
the convictis better than that of the poor, but honest
son of toil, whose daily bread is hardly earned by
the sweat of his brow, and one great incentive to
lead an upright life will have been destroyed, and a
premivm will have been offered for the perpetration
of crime.

To make a prison a school is also a first rate way
of fostering petly larceny. 'Ulis system was tried in
London, and the result was, that parents fulsely
accused their children of criines in order to procure
them admitlance to these rogues’ colleges; some-
times the parent’s oathis were not received, and then
they took good care that the accusation should not
be a fulse one, but that the child should be furnished
with the requisite qualification,  Tn fact they tought
their children to steal, in order that the State might
be at the expense of teaching them alucrative trade,

It theu it be true that the prevention of crime is the
primary, and the reformation of the individual con-
vict but the secondary, object of hunan punishinents,
or punishments inflicted by the Civil Magistrate, it
follows that men should be taught, to dread a prison,

we must aseertain what is the primary object of ! and to shrink from it, aslrom, of all earthly ills. the

secondary, and indeed of all human, punishments. | most intolerable.

Not vindictive certainly ; not to inflict so much suf-
fering for so much wrong doing; for if there be one |
principle of ethies clearly established, it is this—that |
man has no right to vengeance ; vengeance is the
Tord’s—man has nothing to do with it: no one will;
now-a-days, we hope, contend for vindictive punish-
ments.  T'he poiut to be setiled is-~- Whether is the |
primary olject of punishment preventive or reforma-
tory 1—to reform the individual criminal, and restore ‘
him 1o the bosom ol socicty, an honest man—or to;
defer others, by example, and the f(ear of counse-|
quences, from commitling an offence against the well- |
being of saciety T According as we take different
views of the primary abject of punishment, will our
views, as Lo the proper treatment of prisoners, vary. !
It may be unpopular, it wmay sound harsh, but we !
confess that we hold to the theory—that the primary |
sbject of all punishinents inflicted by society should |
be, not 1o refortn the peccant individual, but to deter |
others, by the severity of the chastisement inflicted |
upon him, from imitating his oftence. {
T'o the perpetration of most crimes, crimes against !
property especially, the eviminal is excited by the
hopus of ameliorating his physical condition. Not
wany would be foolish enough to pick a pocket, or
dishonestly possess themselves of their neighbor’s
property, if they were certain that the consequence
of that act would by, not the inrrease of their crea-
ture comforts, nor exemption from the necessity of
daily toil, but a sentence, inexorable, inevitable, and
imnediate, to pain, hardship, and long protracted
sullering.  The luzy loafer would cease from loafing |
if he knew that his first loalish aet would procure
Lim the instant benefit of three months on the tread-
miil, with short coimmons of bread and water: even
the most accomplished “prig™ that ever dipped his|
fingers into a * gent’s™ pocket, would soon be in-;
duced to dusist from his pursuit, it he were ceriain |
of burning his fingers every time he wade the attempt,
But unfortunately buman justice is very imperfect—
every criminal hopes Lo eseape detection far a time,
and caleulates on u ¥ merry” at least, il not a long,
career. By so much the more then, should his fate,
when detecterd and convicted, be made a sad, an ex-
ceedingly sad, onc; to him a prison should be a
place of punishment, cwpliatically, and above all, of
punislinent ; of punistiment so severe, that the dread
of it should be sufficient to deter, him from repeating,
and all othiers from imitating, the offence, 1f to this
punishment the reformation of the individual eriminal
<an be superadded-~so much the better; veform him
in that ease, but first, and above all, punish him. In
fact, the object of ull human legistation should be to
deter from erime, by convincing all who might other-
wise be tempted to offend, that it is impossible for
them to better theiv physical condition by deviating
fram the paths of honesty. The reformation of the
criminal, though important, is to the State but a
sccondary consideration, compared with the preven-
fion of crime ; and it is so, because the jurisdiction
of the State is not an independent moral jurisdiction ;
hecause its rights and duties Lowards its subjects are
ant the vights and duties of the father towards the
&hild ; and because the protection of the lives and the
property of its wnoffending citizens is the first, and
most ipportant, duty of the merely secular power.
o true is this that there is danger, great danger at
the present day, that the educaling and reformning
Process may be carried 100 far, and the purely puni-
Hve process may not be earried far enough. Fhis dan-
ger wasclearly perccived and pointed out many years

1low this is to be eflected without
cruelty, without brutalising the prisoner, and defacing
entirely and irremediably, the image of Giod in which
man was created, is the problem which the prison
reloriner las to solve. It would be cruel to starve
the conviet, or to withhold {from him a sufficiency of
wholesome {ood—it would be brutal to degrade him,

and to make him feel that the road to repentance was |

closed to himn for ever; above ail would it be inhu-
ian so to treat him, as to render his {uture relor-
mation impossible.  There is joy in heaven over one
sinner that docth penance—God forbid that man
should throw abstacles in bis brother sinner’s way,
and deprive the angels in heaven of that joy un-
spealkable which possesses themn, when the wicked
wan turneth away from the wickeduess which lie hath
committed. Dut it is not cruel to the prisoner to
make him work, {o condemn hin to labor, and lite-
rally 1o hard labor.®  Not to the silly trilling, the
solemn farce, of picking oakum, sweeping court-yards,
and whitewashing walls, which now form the pleasant

acctpations of convicts, naminally sentenced to

s hard labor”—but to real.solid work, such as the souls
of the idle pickpocket, the “ flash prig,” and dandy
loafer, abhor—te work so painful that no ene wounld
willingly undertake it ; to work which, without unne-
cessarily degrading the convict, and renderiag him
vile in his own estcem, shall, at least, prove a se-
vere trial to hisarms and back, and which shall not in-
terfere with the labor-market, nor take work out of the
hands of the honest artisan outside the gaol. For this
purpose rothing so ellicacionsas the tread-mill was ever
invented—and we have icard felons confess it scores of
times—there is no sécondary punishment of which
they entertain so profoumd and salutary a ferror.
Your rogue has always an antipathy to hard work
—it is this dread ol work which in most instunces is
the cause of criines against property ; and we believe
that by the introductron of a system of reel “lhard
labor™ into our prisous, much crime, much pillering,
and pettly larceny might be prevented. I'cmale con-
victs are far more difficult to deal with thar male, and
generally setall discipline at defiance. A very cffec-
tive punishmeut was introduced amongst the female
convicts in the government factory at Paramatia, a
few years ago. The most refractory amengst them
were subjected to the “government crop”—that is,
their heads were kept close shaved ; uader this treat-
ment the most violent soen became quict as lambs,
We throw this out as a hint, but we are well aware
of the difliculty, we may say, impossibitity, of keeping
{emale prisoncrs in ovder.

Dr. Nelson, we are happy to sce, is not an advo-
cate for the total abolition of the lash, though of
course, as every humane man must, he condemns
its indiscriminate application. ¢ Let the prisoner
know” says Dr. Nelson, < that he is amenable to its
infliction, and he will be more guarded, and other
punishments may in conscquence become less ncces-
sary.” Derhaps Dr. Nelson may shock some of our
fastidious modern Philanthropists by tlese remarks,
but no one who knews,or who has witnessed, the
inevitable consequences of the total abolition of corpo-
ral punishment amongst convicts, will take oflfence
thereat. We remember, some years ago, when Captain
Maconochie, after serving for some time as private
secretary to Sir John I'ranklin, the Governor of
Van Dieman’s Land, was. appointed Superintendent
of Norfolk Island—the place to which the doubly
convicted scoundrels are (ransported.  The gallant
Captain was full of new fangled schemes for the mo-
ral reformation of the couvicts, and the amelidration

of-their lot. The “ca” was to be hung up as an
obsolete instrument of torture; the jail-birds were
to be clad in new and brilliant plumage, and trans-
formed inta very birds of paradise, with nothing to
do, but to hop lovingly about fran bough to bough
sweelly chirvuping « Thepoor exile of Lirin,” or some
such sentimental ditty. A pretty mess Captain Ma-
conochic made of it: Norfolk Island was never a
very nice place for persons of quiet and orderly ha-
bits to live in; but under his management it became
a perfect hell upon earth.  Crimes likewise multiplied
in New South Wales ; and the convicts there commit-
ted fresh offences in order that they might be tried in
Sydrey, rcconvicted, and senienced to the rogue’s
Paradise in the Pacific Ocean. TFortunately for the
peace of the colony, the philanthropic Superintendent
was soon recalled, and the old system of severe dis-
cipline re-established.  Siuce then we have never
heard a Philanthropist dencuncing the propriety of
the lash, without inwardly praying that be might be
compelled o live for six months in Norfolk Island
whilst under the rule of a brother Plilanthropist ; il
that would not bring him to his senses,nothing would. It
may be objected that flogging a prisoner byutalises
and hardens him. e do not believe this: the man
who is not ashamed to sieal,is not likely to feel very
deeply the shame of a flogging, thoughno doubt he is
keenly sensible to the pain of the infliction.

But we find that we have exceeded our limits, for
which the inportance of the subject must be our ex-
cuse.  We thark Dr. Nelson for the luminous # Re-
port” with which be has favored us, and for the
important suggestions  wlich it contains § in con-
cluding we cannot do better than cite his words, as a
salutary caution, which all reformers of Prison discip-
fine would do well to bear in mind :—

« Whilst sympathy for the fullen is most commend-
able, let cantion be observed, lest an over-wrought
sentiment of charity”—philanthropy would be a better
word—idwindle futo a palpable encouragement 1o
vice.??

To the Editor of the True 1ilness.
THE SCHOOL QUESTION~—ITS IMPLRATIVE

CLAIMS ON QUR ATTENTION.

Montreal, Januvary 11, 1833.

i Dear Sir—As we are now at the opening of a new
[ year, it would be well for us to give some allention to
a subject whieh, though one of vital importance both
to our spiritual and temporal interests, is strangely
neglected by us. I allude to the school question,
so much diseussed just now, all over the United States,
and even in our sister provinee, but—to onr shame be
it said—comparatively unnoticed amongst us. Jtis
true that we ourselves, being the great majority here,
are free to elucate our children as we please ; but are
we, therefore, to fold cur arms, and stand listlessly by
while our brethren are coerced to place their children
ander the godless training of Stafe schools?  To what
cause can this criminal inditlerence be owing, Mo,
Editor 7—why is it that we manifest no sort of sympa-

is by means of the supposition that they are not aware
uf the overwhelming importance of this school ques-
tion ; if they were, they conld not, as Catholics, act
as they do. If they were even partially acquuinted
with the lamentable effects of State (or irreligious)
schools on Catholic children, they wounld rise toa man,
and cry out with one simultaneous vuice, thut their
brethren in Upper Canadi must not, nay, shall sof, bo
coerced iu this matter. Let us arouse, then, from our
disgracetul tethargy—let us arise in good eurnest, and
pat our shonlders ™ to the wheel—Jet us hold a general
meetig, consisiing of the Catholics of this Ciy, of all
origius, aud get up a petition, before the mecting ot
Parliament, ealling onthe Legislature to leave the Ca-
tholics of Upper Canada at Tiberty to educate their
own chihlven necording to the preseription of the
Church, their inother. Letus demand for them what
is bere fully accorded 10 the Protestant minority—the
right of edueating their own childreu ; this Is only
common justice to our Catholic brethren, and if we do
not make this effort, and thsow the full weight of oar
numerical strength into the balance, in their favor,
we shall stand convicted before God nnd man, of ¢ all
uncharitableness,® as being totally indiffereat to the
interests of religion ; und we shall be bianded (aud
justly, too,) as lukewarw, ¢ Orange- Cuwlholics,” uu-
worthy of the name of Catholics, '

If through our apathy, or cowardice, or any viler
and more sordid motives—through the fear of giving
offence to the prejudices of onr separated brethveu, or
the desite of not disturbing the repose of ovr ministe-
rizel rulers—we refrain from aflording our help te our
Catholic brethren in their heur of need—be assured,
Sir, that we shall bave 1o auswer for it to the Chureh,
and to the great Head of the Churck.  Let vs, Sir, ba
up and doing, working whilst it is yet day—lor the
uight cometh when o man can work, Let us not
wait until the Fuith and morals of ear Lrethiren shall
have been corrupted by Protestant schooling, and the
triumph of Satan be complete.  Up, [ say, und let us
be doing.

{ am, Sir, &c..
A Lowen Canapa Catuotic,
As Dr, Cahill haa writlen uo Jenter since the one
pablishied in our issue of the 189th Nov., itis not eagy
fur us 1o comply with cur frieud’s reguest, to furnish
him with the Rev. Doctor’s nert Jotter. The letter
published about a fortnight nuro in the Beston Pilot was
an old letter of Lr. Caliill’s, which hus already ap-
peared in the True Wirness.

Statistics of the Cutholic Puprlutian of the Parish of
Nolre Dame, Quebee. for the Year 1852 —Marviages,
257; Births, 10353 Dunths, 624, (25 over 7 yearss)
tucrexse by births aloue iy oue year, 411,

We have received the first number of a new Catlo-
lie Journal—1he Roman Cuardian— published at Rome,
New York.

“Tue TrLvstRaTep Magazike o Anr.”—Wg
have received from Mr. Arnmoor, of Great St Jomps
Street, Montreal, the first number of this elegantly
adorned periodical: the engravings are exjuisitely
finished, aad itg columus wili Lo fonud 1o eoutain
greal quantity of iuteresting and instroctive readiog

thy with the noble, the conscientious stroggles of our
brethren in Upper Canada?  Tam rueh alfraid that our
un-Catholie and uncharitable apathy is as oflensive to
(God, as it is discreditable to us as men. 1t may well
be asked in other countries,—¢ What are the Catholics
of Lewer Canada dving ? or, are they Catholics in any
thing but name ? when they are taking the schooi ques-
tion so very coolly, not raising their voices to protest
against the fonl wrong done their brethiren in the sister
province.” This is just the view which must be
taken—and this is just the light in which we muast ap-
pear to the whole Catholic world. The great and
ool Bishiop of Torento is wearing away health and
strength, and devoting all the energies of his mind 10
defeat the inachinations of the wicked in this most ini-
yuitous system-—his people being the minority, are
not of sulficient weight tomake their vightecus de-
mands heard, aud unless we come to their assistance,
they must mevitably suceamb, and the cousequences
10 religion will be most disastrous, extending as far as
1he eye can reach down the stream of time,

I know that many of our people will suy,—¢ Oh,
this b & matter that does not concein us ! some may
even say—¢ Let every vne mind his own business !>
I teil them, and tell them again, that this is just what
does coneern us, and that it is our busmess, and the
bosiness of Catholics all over the world. How can
people pretend to be Catholics—how can they Lelieve
m the perfeet unity of the Chureh and talk so ab-
surdly ?—how can they recoucile theic eold, nu-Chris-
tian, selfish indilference, with the perfect eharity which
ought to pervade the entive Chorch, of which Christ
Vis the 1Tead, and we the menibers ?7— TFe—oh! how
comprehensive—how beautifol—how grand is that
e ; we—the Catholies—the children of the Chureh ;
we—the Fienchmar, the Spaniard, the lalian, the
lrishman, the Fnglishman, the Scotehman, the Aus-
trian, the German, the American, the Canadisn—we,
belonging to all nations, but to one Church; we—
whether we drew our first breath in the sunny south,

% \Where the blne skies of stunmmer eternally shine,”

or beneath the grey wintry sky of the frozen north ;
“ Whether sunn®d in the tropies, or chill'd at the pole,®
we are all connected by one grand, one glorious boad
—the unity of Catholic Fuith.  Away, then, withihe
tatal, the hell-invented delusion, that what atfecls one
partion of the Church does not, necessarily, affect all
the resi.  The enernies of our holy Faith know better
—they, in their sleepless hatred of the true Churels,
keep theic eyes ever on her broad dominions, in quest
of some defenceless post where they may antack her
with advantage ; krowing that whatever they can do
in any one place is an jujury to the whole vast body.
Hence, we see them, now in the wilds of Ireland, fol-
lowing in the wake of famine, with slireboul and
Bible in hand, and anen, amougst the simple, un-
worldly fubitans of our owa Lower Canada, tempting
them, as the devil, their progeuitor, did Eve, with the
frait of the tree of knowledze—telling them that they
shall be as Gods « gnowing good and evil,” if they
will bot listen 1o their begniling words, and ¢ take
and read” (not eat.) {.etus lear a Jesson frmn them
in their worldly wisdom—Ilet us stand together, and
God will assist us; for He loves to see His children
united by the sweet bond of charity and Christian
Jove. Let us aid our brethren in their righteous strug-
gle against the cowmon foe, and God will aid us in
. uur own necessilies.

matter. With all these advaninges the terms of sub-
scription are only three dollars per aunum.

REMITTANCES RECEIVED.

Aylmer, J. Doyle, £12 10s; Quebee, D1, Fnright,
£5; Bytwwn, E. Burke, £1 533 Williamstown, M.
Heenan, £1 533 Carleton, Rev. J. B. Olsciinps, £1
553 Guananoque, Rev. J. Rossiter, 10&; Bristal, H.
Power, 6z 3d; St. Columbun, J. Power, 63 3d, J.
Murphy, 6s 3d; Point Aux Tvembles, P. Dunbar, 125
6d; Norton Creel, J. M:Gill, Gs 345 Tyendinago,
Rev. C. Baurke, 155, J. Martin, 12s 6d 3 51, Polyearpa,
Rev. Mr. Cholet, 1583 Hinclhinbrook, P. Brady, 10s;
Varkleek Hill, D, Hurly, 10s; Cornwall, J. Flanagan,
65 3d; New Glasgow, C. O'Couuur, 125 6d.

THe Loay Te TR Scrreeues.—Pursnant to aotice o
meeling took place in the City Hall yesterduy after-
nwon, of the sutferers by the late fire,  Several of the
members of the Corporation were present, and Messrs.
Leeming, Homier, and Cherrier, adidressed the partics
and explained the conditions, on which the lean was
to be granted. The following are items, whicl ap-
peared to give very general swmisfaction :—

L. [uterest to be paid sumi-annually in advance at
the rute of & per cent.

2. The principal to be repaid by instalments as ghall
be agreed upon,,to commence in not less than three
years, and not to extend beyond tweuty.

3. All Joans must be expended fur the objects spe-
cified, within 12 months.

4. All buildings 1o be erected in coaformity withthe
Bye Laws,

5. The Seigniorial Tenure of the ot to be built upon
must be cominuied. .

6. Insurance shali be effected ut the gxpense of the
borrowers. '

7. No lean shall be for more than £508 for cach lot
of land of not less than 1000 feet superficies.

8. The hypotheque having been compleied, the mo-
ney will be paid into a chartered bauk inthe eity o
the credit of the borrower und the City ‘I'reasurer joint-
Iy, and will be paid out as the wark progresses, under
certificates of an officer appointed by the City Conu-
cil for that porpose, npon the joim check of the City
Treasurer aud borrower,

9. Applications for loan must be not later than the
1st prox.

11, Two forms of contract will be used; one in
cases where the loanis desired to pay for buildings
already erected, the other where it will be employed
in boilding.

12, A certificate of the Registrar cancerning the in-

cumbrances recorded against the properly will be’ re-
uired.,

4 13. Each application should be accompanied by an.

oytline plan ol the lot to he offsred as security. )

14. Borrowers must furnish notarial copies of their

titles,

15. The Corporation will guarantea no loau without

the certiticate of the validity of the borrower’s titks by

its counsel.

16. All the expenses will be regnlated by a primted
tariff,—~ Herald of 8th, ,

Died. '

In this eity, on the 6th 10stant, Thomaa L. Fegan, youngest

The mogt charitable explanation that we can give
of the apathy hitherto displayed by our people here,

son of Mr. ‘Edwend Fegan, Boot and Shoeraker, Bt Fank
Stroet, aged one year and fourleen duys, o



